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2 PROSPECTUS. 

of the legal abolition of the African Slave-trade— the 
history and consequences of emancipation in the British 
West India Islands*— the past and present state of St 
Domingo— discussions on &e lawfulness of slavery — 
the actual condition of the slaves in &e United States, 
and an examination of the various modes of emancipating 
&em which have been recommended. 

The selections will from time to time be made by 
gentlemen whose names will be given to the public, and 
who will be responsible for the general character of the 
articles, but not for all the opinions and assertions they 
may contain. 

As the Cabinet of Freedom will be devoted to 
subjects ccmnected with slavery, its name may be thought 
singularly inappropriate to its contents. The incon* 
gruity, however, is only apparent, since the subscriber 
trusts that the Cabinet will exert an influence favorable 
to the cause of immediate and universal emancipation. 

The Cabinet will appear regularly every two weeks, 
commencing in March, 1836. Each number will con* 
tain 48 pages duodecimo, and will be sold in numbers, 
if required, at 6 j- cents, except when illustrated with en- 
gravings, the price of such numbers will be increased 
according to the expense of the engraving. 

Terms two dollars per annum, payable in advance. 
The Hon. Wm. Jaj, Rev. Prof. Bu^ of the New- 
York University, and Gerrit Smith, Esq., have consented 
to select the articles for the Cabinet until further notice. 
All communications for the Cabinet of Freedom, to be 
addressed to 

JOHN S. TAYLOR, 

Bookseller, New York. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



It ha^ been thought that no work could be selected 
more appropriate for the commencement of the Cabinet, 
than Glarkson's celebrated History of the Abolition of 
the Slave-Trade. Its accuracy has never been question- 
ed, and the importance of &e subject to the cause of 
humanity is almost unparalleled. The examples af- 
forded by this history, of the combined strength of self- 
ishness and prejudice, and of the still greater strength of 
Christian truth, zeal, and perseverance', are not only in- 
structive in themselves, but are peculiarly interesting and 
useful at the present moment, when the same great 
principles and motives of action which distinguished the 
struggle for the Abolition of the African Slave-trade, are 
employed in assailing and defending American slavery. 

It will be seen from the subjoined extract from the 
journals of Congress, how respectfully the donation of 
this work to the National Library was received ; and it 
affords matter for serious and humiliating reflection, that 
the same legislature which has pronounced the African 
trade to be piracy, should pertinaciously sanction an 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

American traffic, in many respects, scarcely less atro- 
cious than the other. 

House of Repreaentativea^ \Sth Feb.^ 1809. 

*« Resolved, That the Speaker be requested to ac- 
knowledge the receipt and acceptance of Clarkson's 
History of Slavery presented by the American Conven- 
tion for promoting the abolition of slavery, and improving 
the condition of the Africans, and that the said work be 
deposited in the library." 
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THB 

HISTORY OF THE ABOLITION 

OF THE 

SLAVE-TRADE. 



CHAPTER I. 

No 8UBJ1CT MOBB PLXA8INO TBAIC THAT OF THB BBMOTAL OF BTILS.— 

Evils hatb bxistbd almobt vbom tbb BBaiKinifci of thb wobld— 

BUT THBBB is a POWBB IN OUB NATVRB TO COUNTBBACT THBM.— -THU 
POWEB INCBEA8BD ^T ChBISTIAHITT.— Of THB BTILS BBMOTBD BT 

Chbistianitt onb of thh gbbatbst is thb Slatb-tbabb^^Thb iot 
-WB ought to fbbl on its abolition fbom a contbmplation of thb 

HATUBB OF IT— AND OF THB BXTBNT OF IT— AND OF THB DIFFICULTY 
op fUBDUISe IT.-*U8BFUUfB8a ALSO OF THB OOMTBMPLAnOM OF THU 
SUBJTBCT. 

I scARCBLT know of anj subject, the contemn 
plation of which is more pleasing than that of 
the correction or of the removal of any of the 
acknowledged evils of life ; for while we rejoice 
to think that the sufferings of our fellow-creatures 
have been thus, in any instance, relieved, we must ^ 
rejoice equally to think that our own moral con-\ 
dition must have been necessarily improved by ; 
the change. ^, - 

That evils, both physical and moral, have ex- 
isted long upon earth there can be no doubt. One 
of the sacred writers, to whom we more imme- 
diately appeal for the early history of mankind,, 
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' informs us that the state of our first parents was 
a state of innocence and happiness^ but that^ soon 
after their creation, sin and misery entered into 

,the world. The poets in their fables, most of 
which, however extravagant they may seem, had 
their origin in truth, speak the same language. 
Some of these represent the first condition of man 
by the figure of ^the golden, and his subsequent de- 
generacy and subjection to suffering by that of the 
silver, and afterwards of the ircwi, age. Others 
tell us that the first female was made of clay ; 
that she was called Pandora, because every ne- 
cessary gift, qualification, or endowment, was 
given to her by the gods, but that she received 
from Jupiter at the same time, a box, from which, 
when opened, a multitude of disorders sprung, 
and that these spread themselves immediately 
afterwards among all of the human race. Thus 
It appears, whatever authorities we consult, that 
those which may be termed the evils of life ex- 
isted in the earliest times. And what does sub- 
sequent history, combined with our own expe- 
rience, tell us, but that these have been continued, 
or that they have come down, in different degreei^ 
through successive generations of men, in all the 
known countries of the universe, to the present 
day? 

But though the inequality visible in the dif 
ferent conditions of life, and the passions inter 
woven into our nature, (both which have been 
allotted to us for wise purposes, and without which 
we could not easily afford a proof of the existence 
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of that which is denominated virtue,) have a ten- 
dency to produce vice and wretchedness among 
us, yet we see in this our constitution what may 
operate partially as preventives and correctives 
of them. If there be a radical propensity in our 
nature to do that which is wrong, there is on the 
other hand a counteracting power within it, or an 
impulse, by means of the action of the Divine 
Spirit upon our minds, which urges us to do that 
which is right. If the voice of temptation, clothed 
in musical and seducing accents, charms us one 
way, the voice of holiness, speaking to us from, 
within in a solemn and powerful manner, com- 
mands us another. Does One man obtain a vic- 
tory over his corrupt affections? an immediate 
perception of pleasure, like the feeling of a reward 
divinely conferred upon him, is noticed. Does 
another fall prostrate beneath their power? a 
painful feelingj and such as pronounces to him 
the sentence of reproof and punishment, is found 
to follow. If one, by suffering his heart to be- 
come hardened, oppresses a fellow-creatuie, the 
tear of sympathy starts up in the eye of another^ 
and the latter instantly feels a desire, involim- 
tarily generated, of flying to his relief. Thus 
impulses, feelings, and dispositions have been im- 
planted in our nature for the purpose of preventing 
and ipctifying the evils of life. And as these 
have operated so as to stimulate some men to 
lessen them by the exercise of an amiable charity, 
so they have operated to stimulate others, in 
various other ways, to the same end. Hence the 
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philosq[>her has left moral precepts behind him 
in favor of benevolence, and the legislator has 
endeavored to prevent barbarous practices by the 
introduction of laws. 

In consequence then of these impulses and 
feelings, by which the pure power in our nature 
is thus iliade to act as a check upon the evil part 
of ity and in consequence of the influence which 
ph iloso phy and legisl ative wi sdom have had in 
I their respective provinces, there has been always^ 
I in all times and countries, a counteractinge^^, 
wB ch has opposed its elf more or less to thelS. 
1 and miseries of mankind. But it seems to have 
rljeen reserved for Christian ity to increase this 
fi energy, and to give it the wid est possible d omain^ 
/"It was reserved for her, under the same Divine 
influence, to give the be st views of the n ature, 
»nd of the present and f u t u re condition o f ma n ; 
to aflbrd the be st^moral pr ecepts, to communicate 
the most benign stimulus to the heart, to produce 
the most blameless conduct, and thus to cut off 
many of the causes of wretchedness, and to heal 
tJi wherever it was found. At her command, 
wherever she has been duly acknowledged, many 
of the evils of life have already ^ed. The pris- 
oner of war is no longer led into the amphitheatre 
to become a gladifi(or, and to imbrue his handi 
in the blood of his fellow-captive for the sBprt of 
It thoughtless multitude. The stem priest, cruel 
through fanaticism and custom, no longer leads 
his feUow-cr^ature to the altar, to sacrifice him to 
fictitious gods. The venefaCIe martyr^ courage* 
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ous through fisiith and the sanctity of hid life, is 
no longer hurried to the flames. The haggard 
witch, poring over her incantations by, moon«> 
light, no longer scatters her superstitious poison 
among her miserable neighbors, nor suffers for her 
crime. 

But in whatever way Christianity may have 
operated towards the increase of this energy, or 
towards a diminution of human misery, it has 
operated in none more powerfully than by the 
new views, and consequent duties^ which it intro*- 
duced on the subject of charity, or practical be*- 
neyolence and love. Men in ancient times lookedf-f 
upon their talents, of whatever description, as theiri j 
own, which they might use or cease to use at theiri i 
discretion. But the author of our religion was the'* J 
first who taught that, however in a legal point of' 
view the talent of individuals might belong exclu*. 
sively to themselves, so that no other person had a^ 
right to demand the use of it by force, yet in the 
Christian dispensation they were but the stewards' H 
of it for good ; that so much was expected from' |/ 
this stewardship, that it was difficult for those who * 
were intrusted with it to enter into his spiritual 
kingdom ; that these had no right to conceal their 
talent in a napkin ; but that they were bound to 
dispense a portion of it to the relief of their fel^ 
low-features ; and that in proportion to the mag- 
nitulfe of it they were accountable for the exten- 
siveness of its use. He was the first, who pro- 
nounced the misapplication.of it to be a crime, and 
to be a crime of no ordinary dimensions. He was ' 

VOL. 1. 2 
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the first, who broke down the boundary between 
'Jew and Gkntile, and therefore the first, who 
pointed out to men the inhabitants of other coun- 
, tries for the exercise of their philanthropy and 
love. Hence a distinction is to be made both in 
the principle and practice of charity, as existing in 
ancient or in modern times. Though the old plvi- 
losophers, historians, and poets, frequently incul* 
eated benevolence, we have no reason to conclude 
from any facts they have left us, that persons in 
their days did any thing more than occasionally 
relieve an unfortunate object, who might present 
himself before them, or that, however they might 
deplore the existence of public evils among them, 
they joined in associations for their suppression, or 
that they carried their charity, as bodies of men, 

rthto other kingdoms. To Christianity aJioae we 
jare indebted for the jaew. and sublime sgeoiade^ of 
seeing men going beyo nd the bo unds of individual 
use^ness to each other ; oi seemg them associate 
for the extirpation of private and public misery ; 
and of seeing them carry their charity, as a united 

f brotherhood, into distant lands. And in this wider 
field of benevolence it would be unjust not to'Ton- 
fess, that no country has shone with more true 
lustre than our own, there being scarcely a,ny case 
of acknowledged affliction, for which some of her 
Christian children have not united in an attempt 
.to provide relief. 

Among the evils, corrected or subdued, either 
by the general influence of Christianity on the 
minds of men, or by particular associations of 
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Christians, the African* Slave-trade appears to 
me to have occupied the foremost place. The 
abolition of it, therefore, of which it has Aivolved 
upon me to write the history, should be accounted 
as one of the greatest blessings, and, as such, 
should be one of the most copious sources of our 
joy. Indeed I know of no evil, the removal of 
which should excite in us a higher degree of plea- 
sure. For in ^considerations of this kind, are we 
not usually influenced by circumstances 1 Are not 
our feelings usually affected according to the situ- 
ation, or the magnitude, or the importance of these ? 
Are they not more or less elevated as the evil unde . 
our contemplation has been more or less produc- 
tive of misery, or more or less productive of guilt ? 
Are they not more or less elevated, again, as we 
have found it more or less considerable in extent 1 
Our sensations will undoubtedly be in proportion to 
such circumstances, or our joy to the appreciation 
or mensuration of the evil which has been removed. 
To value the blessing of the abolition as we 
ought, or to appreciate the joy and gratitude which 
we ought to feel concerning it, we must enter a 
little into the circumstances of the trade. Our 
statement, however, of these needs not be long. 
A few pages will do all that is necessary ! A glance 
only into such a subject as this will foe sufficient to 
afSkt the heart; to arouse our indignation and 
our pity ; and to teach us the importance of the 
victory obtained. 

* Slaveiy Had been before annihilated by Christianity, I mean in 
Uie west of £urope, at the close of the twelfth century. 
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The first subject for coilsideration, towards ena- 
bling us to make the estimate in question, will 
be that4>f the nature of the evil belonging to the^ 
Slave-trade. This may be seen by examining it 
in three points of view : First, As it has been 

proved to arise on the continent of Africa in the 
. course of reducing the inhabitants of it to slavery ; 

>j Secondly, In the course of conveying them from 
thence to the lands or colonies of other nations ; 

%j And, Thirdly, In continuing them there as slaves. 
To see it as it has been shown to arise in the 
first case, let us suppose ourselves on the Continent 
just mentioned. Well then: we are landed; we 
are already upon our travels ; we have just passed 
through one forest ; we are now come to a more 
open place, which indicates an approach to habita- 
tions. And what object is that, which first obtrudes 
itself upon our sight 1 Who is that wretched 
woman, whom we discover under that noble tree, 
wringing her hands, and beating her breast, as if 
in the agonies of despair 1 Three days has she 
been there at intervals to look and to watch, and 
this is the fourth morning, and no tidings of her 
children yet. Beneath its spreading boughs they 
were accustomed to play : but alas ! the savage 
manstealer interrupted their playful mirth, and 
has taken them for ever from her sight. 

But let us leave the cries of this unfortunate 
woman, and hasten into another district : and what 
do we first see here 1 Who is he that just now 
started across the narrow pathway, as if afraid of 
k human face 1 What is that sudden rustling 
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among the leaves 1 Why are those persons flying 
from our approach, and hiding themselves in yon 
darkest thicket 1 Behold, as we get into the plain, 
a deserted village ! The rice-field has been just 
trodden down around it An aged man, venerable 
by his silver beard, lies wounded and dying near 
the threshold of his hut. War, suddenly insti- 
gated by avarice, has just visited the dwelliixgs 
which we see. The old have been butchered, 
because unfit for slavery, and the young have been 
carried off, except such as have fallen in the con- 
flict, or have escaped among the woods behind us. 

But let us hasten from this cruel scene, which 
gives rise to so many melancholy reflections. Let 
ua cross yon distant river, and « enter into some 
new domain. But are we relieved even here from 
afflicting spectacles 1 Look at that immense crowd, 
which appears to be gathered in a ling. See the 
accu«ed innocent in the middle. The ordeal of 
poisonous water has been administered to him, as 
a test of his innocence or his guilt. He begins to 
be sick, and pale. Alas ! yon moumfiil shriek of 
his relatives confirms that the loss of his freedom 
is now sealed. 

And whither shall we go now 1 The night is 
approaching fast. Let us find some friendly hut, 
where sleep may make us forget for a while the 
sorrows of the day. Behold a hospitable native 
ready to receive us at his door ! Let us avail our- 
selves of his kindness. And now let us give our- 
selves to repose. But why, when our eyelids are 
but just closed, do we find ourselves thus suddenly 

VOL. I.. 2 * 
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awakened? What is the meaning of the noise 
around us, of the trampling of people*s feet, of 
the rustling of the bow, the quiver, and the lance 1 
Let us rise up and inquire. Behold ! the inhabit- 
ants are all alarmed! A wakeful woman has 
shown them yon distant column of smoke and 
Uaze. The neighboring village is on fire. The 
prince, unfaithful to the sacred duty of the pro- 
tection of his subjects, has siyrrounded them. He 
is now burning their habitations, and seizing, as 
saleable booty, the fugitives from the flames. 

Such then are some of the scenes that have 
been passing in Africa in consequence of the exist- 
ence of the Slave-trade ; or such is the nature of 
the evil, as . it has shown itself in the first of the 
cases we have noticed. Let us now estimate it as 
it has been proved to exist in the second ; or let 
us examine the state of the unhappy Africans, 
reduced to slavery in this manner, while on lk>ard 
the vessels, which are to convey them across the 
ocean to other lands. And here I must observe at 
(mce, that, as far as this part of the evil is con- 
cerned, I am at a loss to describe it. Where shall 
I find words to express properly their sorrow, as 
arising from the reflection of being parted for ever 
from their friends, their relatives, and their coun- 
try 1 Where shall I find language to paint in 
appropriate colors the horror of mind brought on 
by thoughts of their future unknown destination, 
of which they can augur nothing but misery from 
all that they have yet seen 1 How shall I make 
l^own their situation, while laboring under pain- 
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#dl disease, or while struggling in the suffocating 
holds of their prisons, like animals inclosed in an 
exhausted receiver ? How shall I describe their 
feelings as exposed to all the personal indignities, 
which lawless appetite or brutal passion may sug- 
gest 1 How shall I exhibit their sufferings as 
determining to refuse sustenance and die, or as 
resolving to break their chains, and, disdaining to 
live as slaves, to punish their oppressors 1 How 
shall I give an idea of their agony, when under 
various punishments and tortures for their reputed 
crimes ? Indeed every part of this subject defies 
my powers, and I must therefore satisfy myself 
and the reader with a general representation, or in 
the words of a celebrated member of Parliament, 
that ** Never was so much human suffering con- 
densed in so small a space.'' 

I come now to the evil, as it has been proved to 
arise ifi the third case ; or to consider the situation ij 
of the unhappy victims of the trade, when their 
painful voyages are over, or after they have been 
landed upon their destined shores. And here we 
are to view them first under the degrading light 
of cattle. We are to see them examined, handled, 
selected, separated, and sold. Alas ! relatives are 
separated from relatives, as if, like cattle, they had 
n o^rati<}na l intellect, no power o f feeling the n ear- ( 
ne ss of rela tionship, nor sense of the duties belong- I 
ing'ta the ties of life ! W^e are ISext to see them J 
laboring, and this for the benefit of those, to whom 
they are under no obligation, by any law either 
natural or divine, to obey. We are to see them. 
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if refusing the commands of their purchasers, how- 
ever w.eary, or feeble, or indisposed, subject to cor* 
poreal punishments, and, if forcibly resisting them, 
to death. We are to see them in a state of general 

rZlegradation and misery. The knowledge, which 
their oppressors have of their own crime in having 
violated the rights of n ature, and of the disposi-^ 
tion of the injured to seek all opportunities of 
revenge, prod uces a fea r which dictates to them 
the necessity of a system of treatment by which 
they shall keep up a wide dbtinction between the 
two, and by which the noble feelings of the latter 

^hall be kept down, and their spirits broken. We 
are to see them again subject to individual perse-* 
cution,as anger, or malice, or any bad passion may 
suggest. Hence the whip ; the chain ; the iron 
collar. Hence the various modes of private tor- 
ture, of which so many accounts have been truly 
given. Nor can such horrible cruelties be discov- 
ered so as to be made punishable, while the testi- 
mony of any number of the oppressed is invaUd 
against the oppressors, however they may be 
offences against the laws. And, lastly, we are to 
see their innocent of&pring, against whose personal 
liberty the shadow of an argument cannot be 
advanced, inheriting all the miseries of their pa- 
rents' lot. 

The evil then, as far as it has been hitherto 
viewed, presents to us in its three several depart- 

[ments a measure of human suff ering not to be 
equalled ; not to be calculated ; not to be described. 
But would that we could consider this part of the 
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subject as dismissed ! Would that in each of th« 
departments now examined there was no counter- 
part left us to contemplate ! but this cannot be. 
For if there be persons^ who sulSer unjustly, there 
must In others, who oppress. And if there be 
those who oppress, there must; be to the suffering, 
which has been occasioned, a corresponding portion j 
of immorality or guilt. ^ 

We are obUged then to view the counterpart of 
the evil in question, before we can make a proper 
estimate of the nature of it. And, in examining 
this part of it, we shall find that we have a no less 
frightful picture to behold than in the former cases ; 
or that, while the miseries endured by the unfor- 
tunate Africans excite our ^ty on the one hand, 
the vices, which are connected with them, provoke 
our indi gnatio n and a bhorr ence on the other. The 
Slave-trade, in this point of view, must strike us 
as an immense mass of evil on account of the crim-* 
inality attached to it, as displayed in the various 
branches of it, which have already been examined.. 
For, to take the counterpart pf the evil in the first 
of these, can we say, that no moral turpitude is to 
be placed to the account of those, who Uving on 
the continent of Africa, give birth to the enormities 
which tak^ place in consequence of the prosecution 
of this trade? Is not that man made morally 
worse, who is induced to become a tiger to his 
species, or who» instigated by avarice, lies in wait 
in the thicket to get possession of his fellow-man 1 
Is no injustice manifest in the land, where the 
prince, unfaithful to his duty, sei^ses his innoQ^Dt 
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subjects, and sells them for slaves 1 Are no moral 
evils produced among those communities, which 
make war upon other communities for the sake of 
plunder, and without any previous provocation or 
offence? Does no crime attach to th(^, who 
accuse others falsely, or who multiply and divide 
crimes for the sake of the profit of the punishment, 
and who for the same reason continue the use of 
barbarous and absurd ordeals as a test of innocence 
or guilt ? 

In the second of these branches the counterpart 
of the evil is to be seen in the conduct of those, 
who purchase the miserable natives in their own 
country, and convey them to distant lands. And 
here questions, similar to the former, may be asked. 
Do they experience no corruption of their nature, 
or become chargeable with no violation of right, 
who, when they go with their ships to this conti- 
nent, know the enormities which their visits there 
will occasion, who buy their fellow-creature man, 
and this, knowing the way in which he comes into 
their hands, and who chain, and imprison, and 
scourge him % Do the moral feelings of those per- 
sons es<5ape without injury, whose hearts are hard- 
ened 1 And can the hearts of those be otherwise 
than hardened, who are familiar with the tears alid 
groans of innocent strangers forcibly torn aw^y 
from every thing that is dear to them in life, who 
are accustomed to see them on board their vessels 
in a istate of suffocation and in the agonies of de- 
spair, and who are themselves in the habits of the 
cruel use of arbitrary power 1 
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. The coonterpart of Xhe eTil in its third branch 
is to be seen in the conduct of those, who, when 
these miserable peoj^e have been landed, purchase 
and carry them to their respective homes. And 
let us ^e whether a mass of wickedness is not 
generated also in the present case. Can those 
have nothing to answer for, who separate the faith- . 
ful ties which nature and religion have created 1 ' 
Can their feelings* be otherwise than co rrup ted, 
who consider their fellow^reatures as brutes, or 
treat those as cattle, who may become the temples 
of the Holy Spirit, and in whom the Divinity dis- 
dains not himself to dwell 1 Is there no i njustic e 
in forcing men to labor without wages 1 Is there 
no brea ch of du ty, when we are commanded to 
clothe the naked, and feed the hungry, and visit 
the sick and in prison, iii exposing them to want, 
in torturing them by cruel punishment, and in 
grinding them down by hard labor, so as to shorten 
their days ? Is there no crime in adopting a sys- 
tem, which keeps down all the noble faculties of 
their souls, and which positively debases and cor- 
rupts their nature? Is there no crime in perpetu- 
ating these evils among their innocent offspring 1 
And finally, besides all these crimes, is there noti 
naturally in the familiar sight of the exercise, but f 
more especially in the exercise itself, of uncon- I 
trolled power, that which vitiates the internal man? I 
In seeing misery stalk daily over the land, do not^ 
all becc»ne insensibly hardened t By giving birth 
to that misery themselves, do they not become 
abandoned t hx what state of society are the cpr** 
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rupt appetites so easily, so quickly^ and so fre- 
quently indulged, and where else, by means of 
frequent indulgence, do these experience such a 
monstrous growth 1 Where else is the temper sub^ 
ject to such frequent irritation, or passiomHo such 
little control 1 Yes ; if the unhappy slave is in an 
unfortunate situation, so is the tyrant who holds 
him. Action and reaction are equal to each other, 
as well in the moral as in the natural world. You 
cannot exercise an improper dominion over a feU 
low-creature, but by a wise ordering of Providence 
ou must necessarily inj ure yo urself* 

Having now considered the' nature of the evil of 
the Slave-trade in its three separate departments 
of suffering, and in its corresponding counterparts 
of guilt, I shall make a few observations on the 
extent of it^ 

On this subject it must strike us, that the misery 
and the crimes included in the evil, as it has been 
found in Africa, were not like common maladies, 
which make a short or periodical visit and then are 
gone, but that they were continued daily. Not 
were they like diseases, which from local causes^ 
attack a village or a town, and by the skill of the 
physician, under the blessing of Providence, are 
removed, but they affected a whole continent. 
The trade with all its horrors began at the river 
Senegal, and continued, winding with the coast, 
'•through its several geographical divisions to Cape 
Ne^o ; a distance of more than three thousand 
miles. In various lines or paths formed at right 
angles from the shore, and passing into the heart 



ABOLITION OP THfi SLAVE-TRADE. B0 

of the country, slaves were procured and brought 
down. The distance, which many of them tray<* 
elled, was immense. Those, who have been in 
Africa, have assured u«, that they came as far as 
firom tlie sources of their largest rivers, which we 
know to be many hundred miles inland, and the 
natives have told us^ in their way of computation^ 
that they came a journey of many moons. 

It must strike us again, that the misery and the 
crimes, included in the evil, as it has been shown 
in the transportation, had no ordinary bounds. 
They were not to be seen in the crossing of a river, 
but of an ocean. They did not begin in the mom^ 
ing and end at night, but were continued for many 
weeks, and sometimes by casualties for a quarter 
of the year. They were not limited to the pre- 
cincts of a solitary ship, but were spread among 
many vessels ; and these were so constantly pass- 
ing, that the ocean itself never ceased to be a 
witness of their existence. 

And it must strike us finally, that the misery 
and crimes, included in the evil as it has been 
found in foreign lands, were not confined within ' 
the shores of a little island. Most of the islands 
of a continent, and many of these of considerable 
population and extent, were filled with them. And 
the continent itself, to which these geographically 
belong, was widely polluted by their domain. 
Hence, if we were to take the vast extent of space 
occupied by these crimes and sufferings from the 
heart of Africa to its shores, and that which they 
fiUed on the continent of America and the islands 
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luAjaceat, and were to join the crimes and suffisiiiifs 
in one to those in the other by the crimes and mI- 
ferings which took place in the track of the vessds 
snccessively crossing the Atlantic, we should be- 
hold a vast belt as it were ixi physical and moral 
evil, reaching through land and ocean to the length 
of neaiiy half the circle of the globe. . 

The next view, which I shall take of this evil, 
will be as it relates to the difficulty of subduing it. 
This difficulty may be supposed to have been 
more than ordinarily great. Many evils of a pub- 
He nature, which existed in former times, were the 
oi&pring o£ ignorance and superstition, and they 
//were subdued of course by the progress of light 
jlenA knowledge. But the evil in question bega%i 
/ / iqjivarice* It was ni ogged also by Worldly in terest, 
itdm not therefore bo eaaly yield to the usual 
correctives of disorders in the world. We may 
observe also^ that the interest by which it wae thus 
supported, was not that of a few individuals, nor 
of one body, but of many bodies of men. It was 
.interwoven again into the system of the commerce 
and of the revenue of nations. Hence the mer- 
chant ; the planter ; the mortgagee ; the manu- 
facturer ; the politician ; the legislator ; the cabinet 
minister ; lifted up their voices against the anni- 
hilation of it. For these reasons the Slave-trade 
Lay be considered, like the fabulous hydra, to 
lave had a hundred heads, every one of which it 
ras necessary to cut oflf before it could be subdued, 
ind as none but Hercules was fitted to conquer 
le one, so nothing less than extracnrdinary pro- 
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dence, courage, labor, and patience, could over- | 
come the other. To protection in this manner by 
his hundred interests it was owing, that the mon- 
ster stalked in security for so long a tiipe. He 
stalked too in the open day, committing his mighty 
depredations. And when good men, whose duty 
it was to mark him as the object of their destruc- 
tion, beg^an to assail him, he did not fly, but 
gnashed his teeth at them, growling savagely at 
the same time, and putting himself into a posture 
of defiance. 

We see then, in whatever light we consider the 
Slave-trade, whether we examine into the nature 
of it, or whether we look into the extent of it, or 
whether we estimate the difiiculty of subduing it, 
we must conclude that no evil more monstrous 
has ever existed upon earth. But if so, then we 
have proved the truth of the position, that the 
abolition of it ought to be accounted by us as one 
of the greatest blessings, and that it ought to be // 
one of the most copious sources of our joy. In- 
deed I do not know, how we can sufficiently ex- 
press what we ought to feel upon this occasion* 
It becomes us as individuals to rejoice. It becomes 
us as a nation to rejoice. It becomes us even to 
perpetuate our joy to our posterity. I do not mean 
however by anniversaries, which are to be cele- 
brated by the ringing of bells and convivial meet- 
ings, but by handing down this great event so 
impressively to our children, as to raise in them^ 
if not continual, yet frequently renewed thanks- 
givings, to the great Creator of the universe, lor 
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^ the manifestation of this his favor, in having dis- 
posed our legislators to take away such a portion 
of suffering from our fellow-creatures, and such a 
load of guilt from our native land. 

And as the contemplation of the removal of this 
monstrous evil should excite in us the most pleas- 
ing and grateful sensations, so the perusal of the 
history of it should afford us lessons, which it 
must be useful to us to know or to be reminded 
of. For it cannot be otherwise than useful to us 
to know the means which have been used, and the 
different persons who have moved, in so great a 
cause. It cannot be otherwise than useful to us 
to be impressively reminded of the simple axiom, 
which the perusal of this history will particularly 
suggest to us, that " the greatest works must have 
a beginning ;'' because the fostering of such an 

* idea in our minds cannot but encourage us to un- 
dertake the removal of evils, however vast they 
may appear in their size, or however difficult to 

' overcome. It cannot again be otherwise than 
useful to us to be assured (and this history will 
assure us of it) that in any work, which is a work 
of righteousness, however small the beginning may 
be, or however small the progress may be that we 
may make in it, we ought never to despair ; for 
that, whatever checks and discouragements we 
may meet with, "no virtuous effort is ever ulti- 
mately lost." And finally, it cannot be otherwise 
than useful to us to form the opinion, which the 
contemplation of this subject must always pro- 
duce, namely, that many of the evils, which are 
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Still left am(mg us, may, by an union of wise and 
virtuous individuals, be greatly alleviated, if not 
entirely done away : for if the great evil of the 
Slave-trade, so deeply intrenched by its hundred 
interests, has fallen prostrate before the efforts of 
those who attacked it, what evil of a less magni- 
tude shall not be more easily subdued? O may f 
reflections of this sort always enliven us, always 
encourage us, always stimulate us to ' pur duty ! 
May we never cease to believe, that many of" 
the miseries of life are siill to be remedied, or to 
rejoice that we may be permitted, if w6 will only 
make ourselves worthy by our endeavors, to heal 
them ! May we encourage for this purpose every 
generous sympathy that arises in oyr hearts, as 
the of&pring of the Divine influence for our good^ 
convinced that we are not bora for ourselves alone, 
and that the Divinity never so fully dwells in us, 
as when we do his will ; and that we never do his 
will more agreeably, as far a9 it has been revealed 
to us, than when we employ our time in works of 
charity towards the rest of our fellow-creatures ! 
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As IT IS DSSU11.BLS TO KNOW THE TBTTB 80UBCB8 OF ETXNTS IN HISTORT, 
80 THIS WILL BE REALIZED IN THAT 0> THE ABOLITION OF THE SlAVE- 
TBADB.— InQUIBT AS TO THOSE WHO FAVORED THE CATISB OF THE AfBI« 
CANS PEBriOXJSLT TO THE TEAR 1787.— ALL THESE TO BE CONSIDERED 
AS NECESSARY FORERUNNERS IN THAT CAUSE. — FiRST FORERUNNERS 

WERE Cardinal Ximenss, the Emfsror Charles the Fifth, Pope 
Leo the Tenth, Elizabeth Queen of England, Louis the Thir- 
teenth OF Francs. 



It would be considered by many, who have stood 
at the mouth of a river, and witnessed its torrent 
there, to be both an interesting and a pleasing 
journey to go to the fountainhead, and then to 
travel on its banks downwards, and to mark the 
different ^streams in each side, which should run 
into it, and feed it. So I presume the reader will 
not be a little interested and entertained in view- 
ing with me the course of the abolition of the 
Slave-trade, in first finding its source, and then in 
tracing the different springs which have con- 
tributed to its increase. And here I may observe 
that, in doing this, we shall have advantages, 
which historians have not always had in develop- 
ing the causes of things. Many have handed 
down to us events, for the production of which 
they have given us but their own conjectures. 
There has been often, indeed, such a distance be- 
tween the events themselves and the lives of those 
who have recorded them, that the different means 
and motives belonging to them have been lost 
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through tune. On tte present occasion, however, 
we shall have the peculiar satisfaction of knowing 
that we communicate the truth, or that those, 
which we unfold, are the true causes and means. 
For the most remote of all the human springs, 
which can be traced as having any bearing upon 
the great event in question, will fall within the 
period of three centuries, and the most powerful 
of them within the last twenty years. These cir- 
cumstances indeed have had their share in inducing 
me to engage in the present history. Had I mea- 
sured it by the importance of the subject, I had 
been deterred : but believing that most readers 
love the truth, and that it ought to be the object 
of all writers to promote it, and believing, moreover, 
that I was in possession of more facts on this sub- 
ject than any other person, I thought I was pecu- 
liarly called upon to undertake it. 

In tracing the different streams from whence the 
torrent arose, which has now happily swept away 
the Slave-trade, I must begin with an inquiry as to 
those who favored the cause of the injured Afri- 
cans from the year 1516 to the year 1787, at which 
latter period a number of persons associated them- 
selves in England for its abolition. For though 
they, who belonged to this association, may, in 
consequence of having pursued a regular system, 
be called the principal actors, yet it must be ac- 
knowledged that their efforts would never have 
been so effectual, if the minds of men had not be^n 
prepared by others, who had moved before them. 
Great events have never taken place without pre- 
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viously disposing causes. So it is in the case be- 
fore us. Hence they, who lived even in early times, 
and favored this great cause, may be said to ^ave 
been necessary precursors in it. And here it may 
be proper to observe, that it is by no means neces- 
sary that all these should have been themselves 
actors in the production of this great event. Per- 
sons have contributed towards it in different ways. 
Some have written expressly on the subject, who 
have had ^o opportunity of promoting it by per- 
sonal exertions. Others have only mentioned it 
incidentally in their writings. . Others, in an ele- 
vated rank and station, have cried out publicly 
concerning it, whose sayings have been recorded^ 
All these, however, may be considered as neces- 
sary forerunners in their day. For all of them have 
brought the subject more or less into notice. They 
have more or less enlightened the mind upon it. 
They have more or less impressed it. And there- 
fore each may be said to have had his share in 
diffusing and keeping up a certain portion of 
knowledge and feeling concerning it, which has 
been eminently useful in the promotion of the 
cause. 

It is rather remarkable, that the first forerunners 
and coadjutors should have been men in power. 

So early as in the year 1503 a few slaves had 
been sent from the Portuguese settlements in Africa 
into the Spanish colonies in America. In 1511» 
Ferdinand the Fifth, king of Spain, permitted them 
to be carried in greater numbers. Ferdinand, how- 
ever, must have been ignorant in these early times 
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of the piratical manner in which the Portuguese 
had procured them. He could have known nothing 
of their treatment when in bondage, nor could he 
have viewed the few uncertain adventurous trans- 
portations of them into his dominions in the west- 
ern worid, in the light of a regular trade. After 
his death, however, a proposal was made by Bar- 
tholomew (de las Casas, the bishop of Chiap^, to 
cardinal Ximenes, who held the reins of the gov- 
ernment of Spain till Charles the Fifth came to 
the throne, for the establishment of a regular sys- 
tem of commerce in the persons of the native 
Africans. The object of Bartholomew de las Casas 
was undoubtedly to save the American Indians, 
whose cruel treatment and almost extirpation he 
had witnessed during his residence among them, 
and in whose behalf he had undertaken a voyage 
to the court of Spain. It is difficult to reconcile 
this proposal with the humane and charitable spirit 
of the bishop of Chiapa. But it is probable he 
believed that a code of laws would soon be estab- 
lished in favor both of Africans and of the natives 
in the Spanish settlements, and that he flattered 
himself that, being about to return and to live in 
the country of their slavery, he could look to the 
execution of it. The cardinal,, however, with a 
foresight, a benevolence, and a justice, which will 
always do honor to his memory, refused the pro- 
posal, not only judging it to be unlawful to consign 
innocent people to slavery at all, but to be very 
inconsistent to deliver the inhabitants of one coun- 
try from a stato of misery by consigning to it thos^ 
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of another. Ximenes therefore may be considered 
as one of the first great friends of the Africans 
after the partial beginning of the trade. 

This answer of the cardinal, as it showed his 
virtue as an individual, so it was peculiarly honor- 
able to him as a public man, and ought to operate 
as a lesson to other statesmen, how they admit 
any thing new, among political regulations and 
establishments, which is connected in the smallest 
degree with injustice. For evil, when once sanc- 
tioned by governments, spreads in a tenfold degree, 
and may, unless seasonably checked, become so 
ramified, as to affect the reputation of a country, 
and to render its own removal scarcely possible 
without detriment to the political concerns of the 
state. In no instance has this been verified more 
than in the case of the Slave-trade. Never was 
our national character more tarnished, and our 
prosperity more clouded by guilt. Never was 
there a monster more difficult to subdue. Even 
they, who heard as it were the shrieks of oppres- 
sion, and wished to assist the sufferers, were fearful 
of joining in their behalf. While they acknowl- 
edged the necessity of removing one evil, they 
were terrified by the prospect of introducing an- 
other ; and were therefore only able to relieve their 
feelings, by lamenting in the bitterness of their 
hearts, that this traffic had ever been begun at all. 

After the death of cardinal Ximenes, the em* 
peror Charles the Fifth, who had come into power, 
encouraged the Slave-trade. In 1617 he granted 
a patent to one of his Flemish favorites, contain- 
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ing an exclusive right of importing four thousand 
AMgcuis into America. But he lived long enough 
to repent of what he had thus inconsideTately 
done. For in the year 1542 he made a code of 
laws for the better protection of the unfortunate 
Indians in his foreign dominions ; and he stopped 
the progress of African slavery by an order, that 
all slaves in his American islands should be made 
free. This order 'was executed by Pedro de la 
Gasca. Manumission took place as well in His** 
paniola as on the continent. But on the return of 
Gasca to Spain, and the retirement of Charles into 
a monastery, darery was revived. 

It is impoi^sible to pass over this instance of the 
aholition of slavery by Charles in all his foreign 
dominions, without some comments. It shows 
him, first, to have been a friend both to the Indians 
and the Africans, as a part of the human race. 
It shows he was ignorant of what he was doing 
when he gave his sanction to this cruel trade. It 
shows when legislators give one set of men an 
undue power'over another, how quickly they abuse 
it ; or he never would have found himself obliged 
in the short space of twenty-five years to undo 
that which he had countenanced as a great state- 
measure. And while it confirms the former lesson 
to statesmen, of watching the beginnings or prin- 
ciples of things in their politicsd moviements, it 
shooM teach them never to persist in the support 
of evils, through the false shame of being obliged 
td confess that they had once given them their 
sanctioD, nor to delay the cure of them because, 
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politically speakings neither this nor that is the 
proper season ; but to do them away instantly, as 
there can only be jone fit or proper time in the eye 
of religion, namely, on the conviction of their 
existence. 

From the opinions of cardinal Ximenes and of 
the emperor Charles the Fifth, I hasten to that 
which was expressed much about the same time, 
in a public capacity, by pope Leo the Tenth. The 
Dominicans in Spanish America, witnessing the 
cruel treatment which the slaves underwent there, 
considered slavery as utterly repugnant to the 
principles of the gospel, and recommended the 
abolition of it. The Franciscans did not favor 
the former in this th^ir scheme of benevolence ; 
and the consequence was, that a controversy on 
this subject sprung up between them, which was 
carried to this pope for his decision. Leo exerted 
himself, much to his honor, in behalf of the poor 
sufferers, and declared " That not only the Chris- 
tian religion, but that Nature herself cried out 
against a state of slavery." This answer was cer- 
tainly worthy of one, who was deemed the head 
of the Christian church. It must, however, be con- 
fessed that it would have been strange if Leo, in 
his situation as pontiff, had made a different reply. 
He could never have denied that Grod was no re- 
specter of persons. He must have acknowledged 
that men were bound to love each other as breth- 
ren. And, if he admitted the doctrine, that all 
men were accountable for their actions hereafter, 
he could never have prevented the deduction, that 
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It WBM Djecessary they should be free. , Nor eouM 
he, as a man of high attaiaments, living early in 
the sixteenth century, have been ignorant of what 
had taken place in the twelfth; or that, by the 
latter end of this latter century, Christianity had 
obtained the undisputed honor of having extirpated 
slavery from the western part of the European 
world. 

From Spain and Italy I come to England. The 
first importation of slaves from Africa by our coun* 
trymen was in the reign of Elizabeth, in the year 
1562. This great princess seems on the very com- 
mencement of the trade to have questioned its 
lawfulness. She seems to have entertained a reU- 
gious scruple concerning it, and, indeed, to have 
revolted at the very thought of it. She seems to 
have been aware of the evils to which its continue 
ance might lead, or that^ if it were sanctioned, the 
most unjustifiable means might be made use of to 
procure the persons of the natives of Africa. And 
in what light she would have viewed any acts of 
this kind, had they taken place, we may conjee^ 
ture from this fact ; that when captain (afterwards 
Sir John) Hawkins returned from his first voyage 
to Africa and Hispaniola, whither he had carried 
slaves, she sent for him, and, as we learn from 
Hill'd Naval History, expressed her concern lest 
any of the Africans should be carried ofif without 
their free consent, declaring that *^ It would b6 
detestable, and call down the vengeance of Heaven 
lipon the undertakers.*^ Captain Hawkins protti^ 
ised to comply with the injunctions of Elizabeth 
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ia this respect. But he. did not keep his woid ; 
for when he went to Africa again, he seized many 
of the inhabitants, and carried them off as slaves, 
which occasioned Hill, in the account he gives of 
his s€^cond voyage, to use these remarkable words : 
^ Here began the horrid practice o( forcing the 
Africans into slavery^ an injustice and barbarity 
which, so sure as there is vengeance in heaven for 
Ae worst of crimes^ will sometime be the destruc- 
tion of all who allbw or encourage it** That the 
Urade should have bee^n suffered to continue under 
such a princess, and after such solemn expressions 
as those which she has been described to have 
uttered, can be only attributed to the pains taken 
by those concerned in it to keep her igncnrant of 
the truth. 

Frojoa England I now pass over to France. La- 
bat, a Roman missionary, in his account of the 
isles of America, mentions, that Louis the Thir- 
teenth was very uneasy when he was about to 
issue the edict, by which all Africans coming into 
his colonies were to be made slaves, and that this 
uneasiness continued, till he was assured, that the 
introduction of them in this capacity into his 
foreign dominions was the readiest way of convert- 
ing them to the principles of the Christian religion. 

These, then^ were the first forerunners in the 
gKtdit cause of the abolition of the Slave-trade. 
Nor have their services, towards it been of small 
moment. For, in the first place, they have ena- 
bled those, who came after them, and who took 
an active interest in the same cause, to state the 
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great authority of their opinions and of their ex- 
ample. They have enabled them, again, to detail 
the history connected with these, in consequence 
of which circumstances have been laid open, which 
it is of great importance to know. For have they 
not enabled them to state, that the African Slave- 
trade never would have been permitted to exist but 
for the ignorance of those in authority concerning 
it ; that at its commencement there was a revolt- 
ing of nature against it ; a suspicion ; a caution ; 
a fear ; both as to its unlawfulness and its effects? 
Have they not enabled them to state, that false- 
hoods were advanced, and these concealed under 
the mask of religion, to deceive those who had the 
power to suppress iti Have they not enabled 
them to state, that this trade began in piracy, and 
that it was continued upon the principles of force 1 
And, finally, have not they, who have been ena- 
bled to make these statements, knowing all the 
circumstances connected with them, found their 
own zeal increased, and their own courage and 
perseverance strengthened; and have they not, 
by the communication of them to others, produced 
many friends and even lalKxrerB in the cause ? 
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FdBS&VMKERS CONTINUEB TQ 1787— DITIDED FSOli THIS TIMB XlfTO FOUR 
CX.AS8E8. — ^FlBST CLASS CONSISTS PBIRCIPALLT OF PSESONB IN GSBAT 

* Britain of vakious DSscBjPTioNa — Oodwtit-^-Baxteb — ^Trtqzi— Sovth- 

EBN— PBIMATT -r MONTESQUIEU — HUTCHESOR— ShARP — ^RaMSAT — ^AND A 
MULTITUDE OF 0TBEB8, WE(OSE If AMES AXS 88BT10S8 FOLLOW. 

I HAVE hitherto traced the history of the fore- 
ruixners in this great cause only up to about the 
year 1640. If I am to pursue my plan, I am to 
trace it to the year 1787. But in order to show 
what I intend in a clearer point of view, I shall 
divide those who have lived within this period, and 
who will now consist of persons in a less elevated 
station, into four classes : and I shall give to each 
class a distinct consideration by itself. 

Several of our old English writers, though they 
/ have not mentioned the African Slave-trade, or the 
glavery consequent upo^ it, in their respective 
works, have yet given their testimony of condem- 
nation against both. Thus our great Milton : 

<^0 exeerahle son, 30 to aspiie 
Above his brethreo, ton himself nBsuraing 
A.uihority usurped, from Grod not given ; 
^e gave us only over beast, fish, fowl, 
Dominion absolute ; that right we hold 
]^y his donation ; bojt man over men 
He made not lord, such title to himself 
Reserving, human left from human free.** 

I might mention bishop Saunderson and otheis^ 
who bore a testimony equally strong against the 
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lawfulness of trading in the persons of men, and 
of holding them inbondagei but as I mean to con- 
fine myself to those, who have favored the cause 
of the Africans specifically, I cannot admit their 
names into any of the classes which have been 
announced. 

Of those who compose the first class, defined as 
it has now been, I cannot name any individual who 
took a part in this cause till between the years 1670 
and 1680. For in the year 1640, and for a few 
years afterwards, the nature of the trade and of the 
slavery was but little known, except to a few indi- 
viduals, who were concerned in them ; and it is 
obvious that these would neither endanger their 
own interest nor proclaim their own guilt by ex- 
posing it. The first, whom I shall mention, is 
Morgan Godwyn, a clergyman of the established 
church. This pious divine wrote a Treatise upon 
the subject, which he dedicated to the then arch« 
bishop of Canterbury. He gave- it to the world, 
at the time mentioned, under the title of ** The 
Negroes and Indiana Advocate." |n this treatise 
he laya open the situation of these oppressed peo* 
pie, of whose sufferings he had been an eyewit- 
ness in the Island of Barbadoes. He calls forth 
the pity of the reader in an affecting manner, and 
exposes with a nervous eloquence the brutal senti- 
ments and conduct of their oppressors. This seema 
to have been the first work undertaken in England 
expressly in favor of the cause. 

The next person, whom I shsJl mention, is 
Richard Baxter, the celebrated divine among the 
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Nonconformists. In his Christian Directory, pub^ 
lished about the same time as the Negroes and In«> 
dians Advocate, he gives advice to those masters 
in foreign plantations, who have Negroes and other 
slaves. Jn this he protests loudly against this 
trade. He says expressly that they, who go out 
as pirates, and take away poor Africans, or people 
of another land, who never forfeited life or liberty, 
and make them slaves and sell them, are the worst 
of robbers, and ought to be considered as the com« 
mon enemies of mankind ; and that they^ who buy 
4;hem, and use them as mere beasts for their own 
convenience, regardless of their spiritual welfare, 
are fitter to be called demons than Christians. He 
then proposes several queries, which he answers in 
a clear and forcible manner, showing the great 
inconsistency of this traffic, and the necessity of 
treating those then in bondage with tenderness 
and a due regard to their spiritual concerns. 

The Directory of Baxter was succeeded by a 
publication called '* Friendly Advice to the Plant* 
crs: in three parts." The first of these was, "A 
brief Treatise of the principal Fruits and Herbs 
ihat grow in Barbadoes, Jamaica, and other Plants 
ations in the West Indies.'^ The second was, 
'^ The Negroes Complaint, or their hard Servitude^ 
and the Cruelties practised upon them by divers 
of their Masters professing Christianity." And 
the third was, *^ A Dialogue between an Ethiopian 
and a Christian, his Master, in America." In the 
last of these, Thomas Tryon, who was the author, 
inveighs both against the commerce and the slavery 
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of the Africans^ and in a striking manner examines 
each by the touchstone of reason, humanity, jus- 
tice, and religion. 

In the year 1696, Southern brought forward his 
celebrated tragedy of Oronooko,by means of which 
many became enlightened upon the subject, and 
interested in it. For this tragedy was not a repre- 
sentation of fictitious circumstances, but of such 
as had occurred in ihe colonies, and as had been 
communicated in a publication by Mrs. Behn. 

The person, who seems to have noticed the sub*, 
ject next was Dr. Primatt. In his " Dissertation 
on the Duty of Mercy, and on the Sin of Cruelty 
to Brute Animals,'' he takes occasion to advert to 
the subject of the African Slave-trade. " It has 
pleased Grod,** says he, " to cover some men with 
white skins, atid others with black ; but as there is 
neither merit nor demerit in complexion, the white 
man, notwithstanding the barbarity of custom and 
prejudice, can have no right by virtue of his color 
to enslave and tyrannize over the black man. For 
whether a man be white or black, such he is by 
€rod*8 appointment, and, abstractedly considered^ 
is neither a subject for pride, nor an object of 
contempt." 

After Dr. Primatt, we come to baron Montes- 
quieu. " Slavery," says he, " is not good in itself. 
It is neither useful to the master nor to the slave. 
Not to the slave, because he can do nothing from 
virtuous motives. Not to the master, because he 
contracts among his slaves all sorts of bad habits,, ^ 
and accustoms himself to the neglect of all the \ 
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moral virtues. He becomes haughty, passionate, 
obdurate, vindictive, voluptuous, and crueL^ And 
with respect to this particular species of slavery he 
proceeds to say, " It is impossible to allow the Ne- 
groes are men, because, if we allow them to be 
men, it will begin to be believed that we ourselves 
are not Christians." 

Hutcheson, in his System of Moral Philosophy, 
endeavors to show that he, who detains another 
by force in slavery, can make no good title to him, 
and adds, ^' Strange that in any nation where a 
sense of liberty prevails, and where the Christian 
religion is professed, custom and high prospect of 
\ gain can so stupify the co nscien ces of men and all 
j se nse of natural j ustice, that they can hear such 
J computations made about the value of their fellow- 
men and their liberty without abhorrence and 
indignation !" 

Foster, in his Discourses on Natural Religion 
and Social Virtue, calls the slavery under our con- 
sideration ^^a criminal and outrageous violation 
of the natural rights of mankind.'' I am scnrry 
that I have not room to say all that he says on this 
subject. Perhaps the following beautiful extracts 
*»may suffice : — 

^^ But notwithstanding this, we ourselves^ who 
profess to be Christians, and boast of the peculiar 
advantages we enjoy by means of an express reve- 
lation of our duty from heaven, are in effect these 
very untaught and rude heathen countries. With 
all our superior light we instil into those, whom 
we call savage and barbarous, the most despicable 
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opinion of human nature. We, to the utmost of 
o\ii power, weaken and dissolve the uniyersal tie^ 
that Innds and unites mankind. We practise what 
we should exclaim against as the utmost excess 
of cruelty and tyranny, if nations of the worid, 
differing in color and form of government from 
ourselves, were so possessed of empire, as to be 
able to reduce us to a state of unmerited and bnu 
tish servitude. Of consequence we sacri^ce our 
reason, our humanity, our Christianity, to an un- 
natural sordid gain. We teach other nations to 
despise and trample under foot all the obligations 
of social virtue. We take the most effectual 
method to prevent the propagation of the gospel, 
by representing it as a scheme of power and bar- 
barous oppression, and an enemy to the natural 
privileges and rights of man." 

" Perhaps all that I have now offered may be 
of very little weight to restrain this enormity, this 
aggravated iniquity. However, I shall still have 
the satisfaction of having entered my private pro- 
test against a practice, which, in my opinion, bids 
that God, who is the God and Father of the Gren- 
tiles unconverted to Christianity, most daring and 
bold defiance, and spurns at all the principles both 
of natural and revealed religion.'* 

The next author is Sir Richard Steele, who, by 
means of the affecting story of Inkle and Yarico, 
holds up this trade again to our abhorrence. 

In the year 1735, Atkins, who was a surge<Hi 
in the navy, published his voyage to Guinea, Bra- 
zil, and the West Indies, in his majesty's ships 
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Swallow and Weymouth. In this woik he de« 
scribes openly the manner of making the natives 
slaves, such as by kidnapping, by unjust accusa* 
tions and trials, and by other nefarious means. 
He states also the cruelties practised upon them 
by the white people, and the iniquitous ways and 
dealings of the latter, and answers their argument, 
by which they insinuated that the condition of the 
Africans was improved by theii transportation to 
other countries. 

From this time the trade beginning to be better 
known, a multitude of persons of various stations 
and characters sprung up, who by exposing it are 
to be mentioned- among the forerunners and coad* 
jutors in the cause. 

Pope, in his Essay on Man, where he endeavors 
to show that happiness in the present depends, 
among other thhigs, upon the hope of a future 
state, takes an opportunity of exciting compassion 
in behalf of the poor African, while he censures 
the avarice and cruelty of his master : — 

^ Lo, the poor Indian t whose untutot'd mind 
Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind ; 
His soul proud Science never taught to stray 
Far as the solar walk, or milky-way ; 
Tet simple Nature to his hope has giv'n 
Behind Uie cload-topp'd hill an humbler heav'n ; 
Some safer world in depth of woods embrae'd, 
Some happier island in the wateiy waste, 
Where slaves once more their native land bdiold,^ 
No fiends tonnent, no Christians thirst for gold.** 

Thomson also, in his Seasons, marks this traffic 
as destructive and cruel, introducing the well« 
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kiioii^ fact of sharks following the vesseb tm^ 
ployed in it : — 

*^ Increasing still the terrors of these storms, 
' His jaws honific arm'd with threefold fiite, 
Here dwells the direftd diark. Lur'd by the scent 
Of steaming crowds, of rank disease, and death ; 
Behold! he rushing cuts the briny flood, 
Swift as the gale can bear the slnp along; 
And, from the partners of that cruel trade^ 
Which spoils unhappy Guinea of her sons, 
Demands his share of prey ; demands themselves, 
^e ^toraCiy &tCs descend : one death involves 
Tyrants and slaves ; wh^n straight, their mangled limbs 
Crashing at once, he dyes the pikrple seas 
With gore, and riots in the vengeful meaL** 

Neither was Richard Savage forgetful in his 

poems of the injured Africans : he warns their 

i oppressors of a day of retribution for their barba- 

! rous conduct. Having personified Public Spirit, 

I he makes her speak on the subject in the following 

manner : — 

** Let by my spefcions name no tyrants rise. 
And cry, while they enslave, they civilize I ^ 

Know, Liberty and I are stiH the same 
Congenial— ever mingling flame with flame ! 
Wliy must I Afric's sable children see 
Vended lor slaves, though bom by Nature free^ 
I The nameless tortures cruel minds invent 

I Those to subject whom Nature equal meant? 

I If these you dare (although unjust success 

I Empow'rs you now unpunishM to oppre^) 

Revolving empire you and yours may ddonl^— 
(Rome aU subdu'd— yet Vandals vanquished Reraey 
Yes — ^Empire may revolt — give them the day. 
And yoke may yoke, and blood may blood repay." 

W.allis, in his System of the Laws of Scotland^ 



mamiAtDS, that ^neither men nor govemmeniB 
have a right to sell those of their own species. 
Men and theit liberty are neither purchaseable nor 
saleable." And after arguing the case, he says, 
" This is the law Of Nature, which is obligatory 
on all men, at all times, and in all places. Would 
not any of us, who should be snatched by pirates 
from his native land, think himself cruelly abused, 
and at all times entitled to be free ? Have not 
these unfortunate Africans, who meet with the 
same cruel fate, the same right 1 Are they not 
men as well as we ? And have they not the same 
sensibility ? Let us not therefore defend or sup- 
port a usage, which is contrary to all the laws of 
humanity." 

In the year 1750 the Reverend Griffith Hughes, 
rector of St. Lucy, in Barbadoes, published his 
Natural History of that island. He took an op- 
portunity, in the course of it, of laying open to the 
world the miserable situation of the poor Africans, 
and the waste of them by hard labor and other 
cruel means, and he had the generosity to vindi- 
cate their capacities from the charge, which they 
who held them in bondage brought against them, 
as a justification of their own wickedness in con- 
tinuing to deprive them of the rights of men. 

Edmund Burke, in his accoimt of the European 
settlements, (for this work is usually attributed to 
him,} complains *^ that the Negroes in our colonies 
endure a slavery more complete, and attended with 
far worse circumstances, than what any people in 
thefar condition suffer in any other part of the worlds 



ABOLITION OF THE SLAVB'TftADB. 49 



or baye suffered in any other period of time. Proofii 
of this are not wanting. The prodigious waste, 
which we experience in this unhappy part of our 
species, is a full and melancholy evidence of this 
truths'' And he goes on to advise the planters for 
the sake of their own interest to behave like good 
men, good masters, and good Christians ; and to 
impose tess labor upon their slaves, and to give 
them recreation on some of the grand festivals, 
and to instruct them in religion, as certain pre- 
ventives of their decrease. 

An anonymous author of a patnphlet, entitled. 
An Essay in Vindication of the Continental Col- 
onies of America, seems to haVe come fdrward 
next. Speaking of slavery there, he says, " It is 
shocking to humanity, violative of every generous 
sentiment, abhorrent utterly from the Christian re- 
ligion ; there cannot be a more dangerous maxim 
than that necessity is a plea for injustice, for who 
shall fix the degree of this necessity ? What vil- 
.lain so atrocious, who may not urge this excuse, 
or, as Milton has happily expressed it, — 

" and with necessity, 
The tyrant's plea, excuse liis dev'lish deed V* 

" That our colonies," he continues, " want peo- 
ple, is a very weak argument fDr so inhumem a 
violation of justice. Shall a civilized, a Christian 
nation, encourage slavery, because the barbarous, 
savage, lawless African hath done it ? To what 
end do we profess a religion whose dictates we so 
flagrantly violate ? Wherefore have we that pat^* 
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tam of goodness and hmnanity, if W6 refuse to 
iMofW it 1 How long shall we continue a practice 
which policy rejects, justice condemns, and piety 
revolts at V* 

The poet Shenstone, who comes next in ocder, 
seems to have written an Elegy on purpose to stig- 
matize this trade. Of this elegy I shall copy only 
the fc^lowing parts :-~ 

" See the poor native quit the Lybuin shores, 
Ah! not in love's delightful fetters bound ! 

' No radiant smile his dying peace restores, 
"No love, nor fame^ nor fiiendabip heals his wound. 

" Let vacant bards display their boasted woes ; 
Shall I the mockery of grief display ? 
No ; let the muse his piercing pangs disclose, 
Who bleeds and weeps his sum of life away ! 

" On the wild heath in mournful guise he stood 
Ere the shrill boatswain gave the hated sign ; 
He dropped a tear unseen into the flood, 
He stole one secret moment to repine. — 

" Why am I ravish'd from my native strand ? 
What savage race protects tiiis impious gain ? 
Shall foreign plagues infest this teeming land, 
And more than sea-bom monsters plough the main ? 

"Here the dite locusts' horrid swarms prevail ; 
Here the blue asps with Uvid poison swell ; 
Here the dry dipsa writhes his sinuous mail ; 
Can we not here secure fiom envy dwell ? 

" When the grim lion xagd his cruel chase, 
When the stem panther sought his midnight prey, 
YHiat fate reserv'd me for this Christian race ? ' 
A rMB more polish'd, mate severe, tkMi they.— 
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**Tet BhoTM theie ure, bleis'd ahores fiir ub lemaini^ 
And favor'd islea^ with golden fruitage crown*d, 
Where tufted flow'rets print the verdant plain, 
And ey'ry breeze abali med'cine ev'ry wound.^ 

In the year 1756, Dr. Haytcr, bishop of Nor- 
wich, preached a sermon before the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, in which he bore his 
testimony against the continuance of this trade. 

Dyer, in his poem called The Fleece, expresses 
his sorrow on account of this barbarous trade, and 
looks forward to a day of retributive justice on ac- 
count of the introduction of such an evil. 

In the year 1760, a pamphlet appeared, entitled, 
** Two Dialogues on the Man-trade, by John Phil- 
more." This name is supposed to be an assumed 
one. The author, however, discovers himself to 
have been both an able and a zealous advocate in 
favor of the African race. 

M alachi Pbstlethwaite, in his Universcd Diction^ 
ary of Trade and Commerce, proposes a number 
of queries on the subject of the Slave-trade. I 
have not room to insert them at full length. But 
I shall give the following as the substance of some 
of them to the reader : " Whether this commerce 
be not the cause of incessant wars among the AM- 
cans ; whether the Africans, if it were abolished, 
might not become as ingenious, as humane, ^as in- 
dustrious, and as capable of arts, manufactures, and 
trades, as even the bulk of Europeans'; whether, 
if it were abolished, a much more profitable trade 
might not be substituted, and this to the very cen- 
tre of their eictended country, instead of the trifling 
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portion which now subsiBts upon their coasts ; and 
whether the great hindrance to such a new and 
advantageous commerce has not wholly proceeded 
from that unjust, inhuman, unchristian-like traffic, 
called the Slave-trade, which is carried on by the 
Europeans." The public proposal of these and 
other queries by a man of so great commercial 
knowledge as Postlethwaite, and by one who was 
himself a member of the African Committee, was 
of great service in exposing the impolicy as well as 
immorality of the Slave-trade. 

In the year 1761, Thomas Jeffery published an 
account of a part of North America, in which he 
lays open the miserable state of the slaves in the 
West Indies, both as to their clothing, their food, 
their labor, and their punishments. But, without 
going into particulars, the general account he gives 
of them is affecting : " It is impossible," he says, 
" for a human heart* to reflect upon the slavery of 
these dregs of mankind, without in some measure 
feeling for their misery, which ends but with their 
lives ; nothing can be more wretched than the 
condition of this people." 

Sterne, in his account of the Negro Girl, in his 
Life of Tristram Shandy, took decidedly the part 
of the oppressed Africans. The pathetic, witty, 
and sentimental manner, in which he handled this 
subject, occasioned many to remember it, and pro- 
cured a certain portion of feeling in their favor. 

Rousseau contributed not a little in his day to 
the same end. 
. Bishop Warburton preached a sermon in the 
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year 1766, before the Bociiety for the Propagation 
^f the Gospel, in which he took up the cause of the 
miserable Africans, and in which he severely rep- 
robated their oppressors. The language in this 
sermon is so striking, that I shall make an extract 
from it. " Prom the free savages,** says he, " I 
now come to the savages in bonds. By these I 
.mean the vast multitudes yearly stolen from the 
opposite continent, and sacrificed by the colonists 
to their great idol the god of gain. But what then, 
say these sincere worshippers of mammon 1 They 
are our own property which we offer up. Gracious 
God ! to talk, as of herds of cattle, of property in 
rational creatures, creatures endued with all our 
faculties, possessing all our qualities but that of i 
color, our brethren both by nature and grace, 
shocks all the feelings of humanity, and the dic- 
tates of common sense ! But, alas ! what is there, 
in the infinite abuses of society, which does not 
shock them 1 Yet nothing is more certain in Itself 
and apparent to all, than that the infamous traflSc 
for slaves directly infringes both divine and human 
law. Nature created man free, and grace invites 
him to assert his freedom. 

*^ In excuse of this violation it hath been pre- 
tended, that though indeed these miser^le out- 
casts of humanity be torn from their homes and 
native country by fraud and violence, yet they 
thereby become the happier, and^ their condition 
the more eligible. But who are you, who pretend 
to judge of another man's happiness ; that state, 
which each man under the guidance of his Maker 
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&nu8 for himself, and not one man for another t 
To know what constitutes mine or your happiness 
is the sole prerogative of him who created us, and 
cast us in so various and different moulds. Did 
your slaves ever complain to you of their unhappi- 
ness amidst their native woods and deserts? or 
rather let me ask, did they ever cease complaining 
of their condition under you their lordly masters, 
where they see indeed the accommodations of civil 
life, hut see them all pass to others, themselves 
unbenefited by them ? Be so gracious then, ye 
petty tyrants over human freedom, to let your 
slaves judge for themselves, what it is which makes 
their own happiness, and then see whether they 
do not place it in the return to their own country, 
rather than in the contemplation of your grandeur,^ 
of which their misery makes so large a part ; a 
return so passionately longed for, that, despairing 
of happiness here, that is, of escaping the chains 
of their cruel task-masters, they console themselves 
with feigning it to be the gracious reward of heaven 
in their future state.'' 

About this time certain cruel and wicked prac- 
tices, which must now be^ mentioned, had arrived 
at such a height, and had become so frequent in 
the metropolis, as to produce of themselves other 
coadjutors to the cause. 

Before the year 1700, planters, merchants, and 
others, resident in the West Indies, but coming to 
England, were accustomed to bring with them cer- 
tain slaves tp act as servants with them during 
their stay. The latter, seeing the freedom and the 
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happiness of servanta in this counliy, and consider- 
ing what would be their own hard ftite on their re» 
turn to the islands, frequently absconded. Their 
masters of course made search after them, and 
dlen had them seized and carried away by force. 
It was, however, thrown out by many on these oc- 
casions, that the English laws did not sanction 
such proceedings, for that all persons who were 
baptized became free. The consequence of this 
was, that most of the slaves, who came over with 
their masters, prevailed upon some pious clergyman 
to baptize them. They took of course godfathers 
of such citizens as had the generosity to espouse 
their cause. When they were seized they usually 
sent to these, if they had an opportunity, for their 
protection. And in the result, their godfathers, 
maintaining that they had been baptized, and that 
they were free on this account as well as by the 
general tenor of the laws of England, dared those, 
who had taken possession of them, to send them 
out of the kii^gdom. 

The planters, merchants, and others, being thus 
circumstanced, knew not what to do. They were 
afraid of taking their slaves away by force, and 
they were equally afraid of bringing any of the 
cases before a public court. In this dilemma, in 
1729 they applied to York and Talbot, the attorney 
and solicitor-general for the time beii^g, and ob- 
tained the fallowing strange opinion from them : 
** We are of opinion, that a slave by commg from 
&e West Indies into Oreat Britain ot Ireland, either 
with as without his master^ does not become free^ * 
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and that his master's right and property in him iM 
not thereby determined or varied, and that bap- 
tism doth not bestow freedom on him, nor make 
any alteration in his temporal condition in these 
kingdoms. We are also of opinion, that the mas- 
ter may legally compel him to return again to the 
plantations." 

This cruel and illegal opinion was delivered in 
the year 1729. The planters, merchants, and 
others, gave it of course all the publicity in their 
power. And the consequences were as might easily 
have been apprehended. In a little time slaves 
absconding were advertised in the London papers 
as runaways, and rewards offered for the appro-* 
hension of them, in the same brutal manner as we 
find them advertised in the land of slavery. They 
were advertised also^ in the same papers, to be sold 
by aucticm, sometimes by themselves^ and at others 
with horses, chaises, and harness. They were 
seized also by their masters, or by persons employed 
by them, in the very streets, and dragged from 
thence to the ships ; and so unin^otect^d now were 
these poor slaves, that persons in nowise concerned 
with them began to institute a trade in their per- 
sons, making agreements with captains of ships 
going to the^ West Indies to put them on board at 
a certain price. This last instance shows how far 
human nature is capable of going, and is an an- 
swer to those persons, who have denied that kid- 
napping in Africa was a source of supplying the 
r Slave-trade. It shows as all history does from the 
time of Joseph^ that, where there is a market fox 
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Cbepeimiisof human beiogB,allldnd8ofeiionmti6f i/ 
will be practised to pbtaiii tkem% ^^^ 

These circumstances theo^ as I observed befere^ 
did not fsiil of producing new coadjutors in the 
cause. And first they produced that able and in)* 
defatigable advocate Mu Granville Sharp. This 
gentleman is to be distinguished from those who 
preceded him by this particular, that, whereas 
these were only writerS) he was both a writer and 
an actor in the cause. In fact, he was the first 
laborer in it in England. By the words ** actor*^ 
and ^Maborer," I mean that he determined upon a 
plan of action in behalf of the of^pressed Africans^ 
to the accomplishment of which he devoted a con^ 
siderable portion of his time, talents^ and substance* 
What Mr. Sharp has done to merit the title of co% 
adjutor in this high sense, I shall now explain. 
The following is a short history of the beginning 
and of the course of his labors^ 

In the year 1765, Mr. David Lisle had brought 
over from Barbadoes Jonathan Strong, an African 
dave, as his servant. He used the latter in a bar« 
barous manner at his lodgings in Wapping, but 
particularly by beating him over the head with a 
pistol, which occasioned his head to swell. When 
the swelling went down, a disorder fell into his 
eyes^ which threatened the loss of them. To tfaift 
an ague and fever succeeded, and a lameness in 
both his legs. 

Jonathan Strong, having been brought into thii 
deplorable situation, and being therefore wholly 
useless, was left by his master to go whither he 
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pleased. He applied accordingly to Mr. WUliaiU 
Sharp, the Burgeon, for hie advice, as to one whp 
gave up a portion g( his time to the healing of the 
diseases of the poon It was here that Mr, Gran- 
ville Shares the brother of the former, saw him. 
Suffice it to say, that in process of time he was 
cured. During this time Mr. Granville Sharp, 
pitying his hard case, supplied him with money, and 
he afterwards got him a situation in the family of 
Mr. Brown, an apothecary, to carry out medicines. 

In this new situation, when Strong had become 
healthy and robust in his appearance, his master 
happened to see him. The latter immediately 
formed the design of possessing him again. Ac- 
cordingly, when he had found out his residence^ 
he procured John Ross^ keeper of the Poultry* 
compter, and William Miller, an officer under the 
lord mayor, to kidnap him. This was done by 
sending for him to a public house in Fenchurch 
street, and then seizing him. By these he was 
conveyed^ without any warrant, to the Poultry- 
compter, where be was sold by his master, to John 
Kerr, for thirty pounds^ 

Strong, in this situation, sent, as was usual, to 
his godfathers, John London and Stephen Nail, for 
their protection. They went, but were refused 
admittance to him. At length he sent for Mr. 
Granville Sharp. The latter went, but they still 
refused aqcess to the prisoner. He insisted, how-^ 
ever, upon seeing him, and charged the keeper of 
the prison at his peril to deliver him up till he had 
been carried before a magistrate. 
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' Mr. ^harp, immediately upon this^ Waited upon 
&Kr Robert Kite, the then lord^mayor, and entreated 
him to send for Strong:, and to hear his case* A 
day was accordingly appointed.' Mr. Sharp at- 
tended, and also William M'Bean, a notary public* 
and David Laird, captain of the ship Thames, 
which was to have conveyed Strong to Jamaica, 
in behalf of the purchaser, John Kerr. A long* 
conversation ensued, in which the opinion of York 
and Talbot was quoted, Mr. Sharp made his 
observations. Certain lawyers, who were present, 
seemed to be staggered at the case, but inclined 
rather to recommit the prisoner. The lord mayor, 
however, discharged Strong, as he had been taken 
up without a warrant. 

As soon as this determination was made known, 
the parties began to move off. Captain Laird, how« 
ever, who kept close to Strong, laid hold of him 
before he had quitted the room, and said aloud, 
^Then I now seize him as my slave." Upon this, 
Mr. Sharp put his hand upon Laird's shoulder, and 
pronounced these words : *^ I charge you in the 
name of the king, with an assult upon the person of 
Jonathan Strong, and all these are my witnesses**^ 
Laird was greatly intimidated by this charge, made 
in the presence of the lord mayor and others, and 
fearing a prosecution, let his prisoner go, leaving 
him to be conveyed away by Mr. Sharp. 

Mr. Sharp, having been greatly affected by this 
case, and foreseteing bow much he might be engaged 
in -Others of a similar nature, thought it time that 
the law of the land should be known upon this 



aubjccU He applied therefore to Doctor Bhckstoney 
aft^rwardB Judge Blackstone, fx his opinion upon' 
it^ He was, however^ not satie^d with it when he 
received it ; nor could he obtain any eatisfactorf 
answer from several other lawyers, to wh<Nn he 
afterwards applied. The truth is, that the cqiinion 
of York and Talbot, which had been made public 
and acted upon by the planters, merchants, and 
others, was considered of high authority, and 
scarcely any one dared to question the legality of 
it. In this situation, Mr. Sharp saw no means of 
help but in his own industry, and he determined 
immediately to give up two or three years to the 
study of the English law, that he might the better 
advocate the cause of these miserable people. The 
result of these studies was the publication of a book 
in the year 1769, which he called ^^A RejHresenta- 
tion of the Injustice and dangerous Tendency of 
Tolerating Slavery in England.'' In this work he 
refuted, in the clearest manner, the opinion of York 
and Talbot. He produced against it the opinion 
of the Lord Chief Justice Holt, who many years 
belbre had determined, that every slave coming into 
England became free« He attacked and refuted it 
again by a lecurned and laborious inquiry into all the 
princi[des of Yillanage. He refuted it again, by 
showing it to be an axiom in the British constitution, 
^^ That ev^ry man in England was free to sue for 
and defend his rights, ai^ that force could not be 
used without a legal process,'' leaving it to the 
judges to determine, whether an African was a man. 
He attacked, also^ the opinion ctf Judge Blackstone^ 
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and showed where his error lay. This valuable 
book, containing these and other kinds of arguments 
on the subject, he distributed, but particularly 
among the lawyers, giving them an opportunity 
of refuting or acknowledging the doctrines it 
contained. . 

While Mr. Sharp was engaged in this work^ 
another case offered, in which he took a part<. 
This was in the year 1768. Hylas, an Aftican 
slave, prosecuted a person of the name of Newton 
for having kidnapped his wife, and sent her to the 
West Indies. The result of the trial was, that dam- 
ages to the amount of a shilling were given, and the 
defendant was bound to bring back the woman, 
either by the first ship, or in six months from this 
decision of the court., 

But soon after the work just mentioned was out^ 
and when Mr. Sharp was better prepared, a third 
case occurred. This happened in the year 1770r 
Robert Stapylton, who lived at Chelsea, in conjunc- 
tion with John Malony and Edward Armstrong 
two waterman, seizedthe person, of Thomas Lewis, 
an African slave, in a dark night, add dragged 
him to a boat lying in ihe. Thames; they then 
gagged him, and tied him with a cord, and rowed 
him down, to a ship, and put him.oi> board to be sold 
as a slave in Jamaica. This bas#. action took place 
near the garden of Mrs. Banks, the mother of the 
present Sir Joseph Banks* Lewis, it; appears, on 
being seized, screamed violently. The servants of 
&j[rs. Banks, who heard hi^ pri^s, ran to his assis*. 
tance but the boat was gone^ On informing theii^ 
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mistress of what had happened, she sent for BSr^ 
Sharp, who began now to be known as the friend of 
the helpless Africans, and professed her willingness 
to incur the expense of bringing the delinquents to 
justice. Mr. Sharp, with some difl5culty, procured 
a habeas corpus, in consequence of which Lewis 
was brought from Gravesend just as the vessel was 
oa the. point of sailing. An action was then com- 
menced against Stapylton, who defended himself, 
on the {dea, ^^ That Lewis belonged to him as his 
slave.** In the course of the trial, Mr. Dunning, 
who was counsel for Lewis, paid Mr. Sharp a hand- 
some com{diment, for he held in his hand Mr. 
Sharp's book on the injustice and dangerous ten- 
dency of tolerating slavery in England, while hewais 
[heading ; and in his address to the jury he spoke 
and acted thus: " I shall submit to you,** says Mr. 
Dunning, ^' What my ideas are upon such evidence, 
reserving to myself an opportunity of discussing it 
more particularly, and reserving to myself a right 
to insist upon a position, which I wiB maintain (and 
here be held up the book to the notice of those pres- 
ent) in any place and in any court of the kingdom, 
that our laws admit of no such property.*** The 
result of the trial wae^ that the jury pronounced the 
plaintiff not to have been the property of the defen* 
dant, several of th^n crying out, **No property, no 
property.** 

After this, one or two other trials came on, in 

* It is lamentable to think, that the same Mr. Duninng, in a 
^vae of this kind, which came on aiterwards, took the opposijte 
riite of the quMtiao^ 
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which the oppressor was defeated, and several cases 
occurred, in which poor slaves were liberated from 
the holds of vessels, and other places of confine- 
ment, by tlie exertions of Mr, Sharp. One of these 
eases was singular. The vessel on board which a 
poor African had been dragged and confined had 
reached the Downs, and had actually got under 
weigh for the West Indies. In two or three hours 
she would have been out of sight ; but just at this 
critical moment the writ of habeas c<^us was car- 
ried on board. The officer, who served it on the 
captain, saw the miserable African chained to the 
mainmast, bathed in tears^ and casting a last 
mournful look on the land of freedom, which was 
fast receding from his sight. The captain, on re- 
ceiving the writ, became outrageous; but, knowing 
th^ serious consequences of resisting the law of the 
land, he gave up his prisoner, whom the officer 
carried safe, but now crying for joy, to the shore. 
But though the injured Africans, whose causes 
had been tried, escaped davery, and though many, 
who had been forcibly carried into dungeons^ 
ready to be transpcHrted into the Colonies, had been 
delivered out of them, Mr. Sharp was not easy in 
his mind. Not one of the cases had yet been 
pleaded oti the broad ground, ^Whether an African 
slave coming into England became free ?' This 
great question had been hitherto studiously avoided. 
It was i^ill, therefore, left in doubt. Mr. Sharp 
was almost daily acting as if it had been deter- 
mined, and as if he had been following the known 
law of the land« He wished therefore tha,t th# 
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next cause might be argued upon this principle. 
Lord Mansfield, too, who had been biased by the 
opinion of York and Talbot, began to waver in 
consequence of the different pleadings he had 
heard on this subject. He saw also no end of 
trials like these, till the law should be ascertained, 
and he was anxious for a decision on the same 
basis as Mr. Sharp. In this situation the follow- 
ing case offered, which was agreed upon for the 
determination of this important question. 

James Sonierset, an African slave, had been 
brought to England by his master, Charles Stew- 
art, in November, 1769. Somerset, in process of 
time, left him. Stewart, took an opportunity of 
seizing him, and had him conveyed on board the 
Ann and Mary, Captain Knowles, to be carried 
out of the kingdom, and sold as a slave in Jamaica* 
The question was, *^ Whether a slave, by coming 
into England, became free 1" 
. In order that time might be given for ascertain- 
ing the law fully on this head, the case was argued 
at three different sittings. First, in January, 1772 ; 
secondly, in February, 1772 ; and thirdly, in May, 
1772. And that no decision otherwise than what 
the law warranted might be given, the opinion of 
the Judges was taken upon the pleadings. The 
great and glorious result of the trial was, that as 
soon as ever any slave set his foot upon English 
territory, he became free. 

Thus ended the great case of ^merset, which, 
having been determined after so deliberate an in^ 
vestigation of the law, can never be reversed while 
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tiM Briitth constitution remains. The eioquenee 
dispkyed in it by those who were engaged on the 
side of liberty, was perhaps never .exceeded on any 
occasion ; and the names of the counsellors Davy, 
Glynn, Hargrave, Mansfield, and Alleyne, ought * 
always to be remembered with gratitude by the 
Jriends of this great cause. For when we consider 
in how many crowded courts they pleaded, and 
the number of individuals in these, whose minds 
they enlightened, and whose hearts they interested 
in the subject, they^ are certainly to be put doWn 
as no small instruments in the promotion of Mt : 
but chiefly to him, under Divine Providence, are 
we to give the praise, who became the first great 
actor in it, who devoted his time, his talents, and 
his substance to, this Christian undertaking, and 
by whose laborious researches the very pleaders 
themselves were instructed and benefited. By 
means of his almost incessant vigilance and atten^ 
tion, and unwearied effcM^s, the poor Afirican 
ceased to be hunted in our streets as a beast of 
prey. Miserable as the roof might be, under which 
he slept, he slept in security. He walked by the 
side of the stately ship, and he feared no dungeon 
in her hold. Nor ought we, as En^ishmen, to be 
less grateful to this distinguished individual than 
the African ought to be upon this occasion. To 
him we owe it, that we no longer see our public 
papers polluted by hateful advertisements of the 
sale of the human species, or that we are no longer 
distressed by the perusal of impious rewards for 
bringing back the poor and the helpless into sla- 
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very, or that we are pr<^ibited the disgueting 
spectacle of seeing man bought by his feUow-man, 
To him, in short, we owe this restcnration of the 
beauty of our constitution ; this prevention of the 
continuance of our national disgrace. 

I shall say but little more of Mr. Sharp at pres* 
ent, than that he f&lt it his duty, immediately after 
the trial, to write to Lord North, then principal 
minister of state, warning him in the most earnest 
manner, to abolish immediately both the trade and 
the slavery of the human species in all the British 
dominions, as utterly irreconcilable with the prin- 
ciples of the British constitution, and the estab* 
lished religion of the. land. 

Among other coadjutors, wh(»u the cruel and 
wicked practices which have now been so amply 
detailed brought forward, was a worthy clergy* 
man, whose name I have not yet been able to 
learn. He endeavored to interest the public feel* 
faig in behalf of the injured Africans, by writing 
an epilogue to the Padlock, in which Mungo ap- 
peared as a black servant. This epilogue is so 
appropriate to the case, that I cannot but give it 
to the reader. Mungo enters, and thus addresses 
the audience : — 

" Thank you, my Massas ! have you laugh your fill 7 
Then let me speek, nor take that freedom ilL 
E'en fixmi my tongue some heart-felt truliia may ftS^ 
And outraged Nature claims the care of alL 
My tale in any place would force a tear, 
But calls for stronger, deeper feelings here ; 
For whilst I tread the free-bom British land. 
Whilst now before me crowded Britons stand. 
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Vain, vtin that gloriobs pmil«ge to bm^ 
I am a alaye, where all thbgi ebe are fieei 

^YiH was I bom, as yoa are, no man's bUtb^ 
An heir to all that lib'ral Nature gave; 
My mind can reason, and my hndbs can more 
The Same as yours ; like yows my heart can love j 
Alike my body food and sleep sustain ; 
And e'en like yours — Ifeels pleasure, want, and paim 
One sun tolls o'er us, common skies surround ; 
One globe supports us, and one grave must bound 

" Why then am I devoid of all to live 
That manly comforts to a man can give? 
To live — untaught religion's soothing balm, 
Or life's choice arts ; to live — ^unknown the calm 
Of soft domestic ease ; those sweets of life, 
The duteous ofiBpring, and th' endearing wife? 
To live — ^to property and rights unknown, 
Not e'en the common benefits my own I 
No arm to guard me from Oppression's rod, 
My will subservient to a tyrant's nod \ 
No gentle hand, when life is in decay, 
To sooth my pains, and charm my careS away; 
But helpless left to quit the horrid stage, 
Harass'd in youth ; and desolate in age ! 



« 



But I was bom in Afiic's tawny strand. 

And you in fair Britannia's fiiirer land. 

Comes freedom, then, from color ? — ^Blush with shame i 

And let strong Nature's crimson naxk your blame* 

I speak to Britons. — Britens, then, behold 

A man by Briton's snor'd, and 8eiz% and soldi 

And yet no British statute damns the deed, 

Nor do the more than mturd'rous villains ble^i 

" O sons of freedom ! equalize your laws, 
Be all consistent, plead the Negro's cau0e; 
That all the nations in your code may seb 
The British Negro, like the Briton, fine. 
But, should he suppttcaite your laws in vilo, 
To break, £sr ever, this disgraceliil chafai, 
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At least, let ^oitk wage ao abate 

The galliag teiTori of its paaaiiig atatt^ 

That he may fthare kind Heav'n's all social t>lan ; 

For though no Briton, Mtmgo ia — a man.' 
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I may now add, that few theatrical pieces had a 
greater run than the Padlock ; and that this epi- 
logue, which was attached to it soon after it came 
out, procured a good deal of feeling for the unfortu*- 
nate sufferers, whose cause it was intended to serve. 

Another coadjutor, to whom these cruel and 
wicked practises gave birth, was Thomas Day> 
the celebrated author of Sandford and Merton, and 
whose virtues were well known among those who 
had the happiness of his friendship. In the year 
1773 he published a poem, which he wrote ex- 
pressly in behalf of the oppressed Africans. He 
gave it the name of The D)dng Negro. The pref- 
ace to it was written in an able manner by his 
friend, counsellor Bicknell, who is therefore to be 
ranked among the coadjutors in this great cause. 

The poem was founded on a simple fact, which 
had taken place a year or two before. A poor 
Negro had been seized in London, and forcibly 
put on board a ship, where he destroyed himself, 
rather than return to the land of slavery. To the 
poem is alSSxed a frontispiece, in which the Negro 
is represented* He is made to stand in an atti- 
tude of the most earnest address to Heaven, iu the 
course of which, with the fatal dagger in his hand^ 
he breaks forth in the following words :-^ 



«<To jaalfaia imiMlkited blood I poor. 
To you. that wfkdt, whieh ye gava, na 



yegafa,n8tdm»*' 
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This poem, wbieh was the first ever written ex^ 
pressly on the subject^ was read extensively ; and 
it added to the sympathy in favor of suflfering fau* 
manity, which was now beginning to show itself 
in the kingdom. 

About this time the first edition of the Essay 
on Truth made its appearance in the world. Dr. 
Beattie took an opportunity, in this work, of vin- ^ 
dicating the intellectual powers of the Africaiis | 
firom the aspersions of Hume, and of condemning I 
their slavery as a barbarous piece of policy, and 
as inconsistent with the free and generous spmt 
of the British nation. 

In the year ^74, John Wesley, the celebrated ^ 
divine, to whose pious labors the religious world 
will be long indebted^ undertook the cause of the 
poor Africans. He had been in America, and had 
seen and pitied their hard condition. The work 
which he gave to the world in consequence, was 
entitled Thoughts on Slavery. ' Mr. Wesley had 
this great cause much at heart, and frequently 
recommended it to the support of those who at^^ 
tended his useful ministry. 

In the year 1776, the abbfe Proyart brought out^ 
at Paris, his History of Loango, and other king* 
doms in Africa, in which he did ample justice to 
the moral and intellectual character of the native^ 
there. 

The same year produced two new firiends id 
England, in the same cause, but in a line in which 
no one had yet moved. David Hartley, then a 
member of Parlmment fi>r Hull, and the son of 
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Dr. Hartley, who wrote the Ertsay on Man, found 
it impossible any longer to pass over withoat no- 
tice the case of the oppressed Africans. He had 
long felt for their wretched condition, and, avail- 
ing himself of his legislative situation, he made a 
motiop in the House of Commons, **That the 
Slave-trade was contrary to the laws of God, and 
the rights of men." In order that he might in- 
terest the members as much as possible in his mo- 
tion, he had previously obtained some of the chains 
in use in this cruel traffic, and had laid them upcxi 
the table of the House of Comm(ms. His motion 
was seconded by that great patriot and philan- 
thropist. Sir George Saville. But though I am 
now to state that it failed, I cannot but consider 
it as a matter of pleasing reflection, that this great 
subject was first introduced into Parliament by 
those who were worthy of it ; by those who had 
clean hands and irreproachable characters, and to 
whom no motive of party or faction could be im- 
r^ted, but only such as must have arisen from a 
) love of justice, a true feeling of humanity, and 
/ a proper sense of religion. 

About this time two others, men of great talents 
and learning, promoted the cause of the injured 
Africans, by the manner in which they introduced 
them to notice in their respective works. 

Dr. Adam Smith, in his Theory of Moral Sen- 
timents, had, so early as the year 1769, held them 
"up in an honorable, and their tyrants in a degrad- 
mg, light. " There is not a Negro from the coast 
of Africa, who does not, in this respect, possess a 
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degree of magnanimity, which the soul of his sor- 
did master is too often scarce capable of cbnceiv* 
ing. Fortune never exerted more cruelly her em- 
|Mre over mankind, than when she subjected those 
nations of heroes to the refuse of the jails of 
Europe, to wretches who possess the virtue nei- 
ther of the countries they came from, nor of those 
they go to, and whose levity, brutality, and base- / 
ness, so justly expose them to the contempt of the ) 
vanquished." Arid now, in 1776, in his Wealth 
of Nations, he showed in a forcible manner (for 
he appealed to the interest of those concerned) the 
dearness of African labor, or the impolicy of ein- 
ploying slaves. 

Professor Millar, in his Origin of Ranks, fd- 
lowed Dr. Smith on the same ground. He ex- 
l^ained the impolicy of slavery in general, by its 
bad effects upon industry, population, and morals. 
These effects he attached to the system of agricul- 
ture as followed in our islands. He showed, be- 
sides, how little pains were taken, or how few 
contrivances were thought of, to ease the laborers 
there. He contended that the Africans ought to 
be better treated, and to be raised to a better con- 
dition ; and he ridiculed the inconsistency of those 
who held them in bondage. 'Mt affords," says 
he, ^^ a curious spectacle to observe that the same 
people, who talk in a high strain of political liberty, 
and who consider the privilege of imposing their 
own taxes as one of the inalienable rights of 
mankind, should make no scruple of reducing a 
great proportion of their fellow-creatures into cir- 
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eomstaneefi, by which they are not only depriyed 
o{ property, but aknost of every species of right* 
F^MTtune perhaps never produced a situatioo more 
calculated to ridicule a liberal hypothesis, or to 
show how little the conduct of men is at the bot- 
tom directed by any philosophical principles.^ It 
is a great honor to the university of Glasgow, that 
it should have produced, before any public agita- 
tion of this question, three Professors,* all of whom 
bore their public testimony against the continu- 
ance of the cruel trade. 

From this time, or from about the year 1776, to 
about the year 1782, 1 am to put down three other 
coadjutors, whose labors seem to have come in a 
right season for the promoticm of the cause. 

The first of these was Dr. Robertson. In his 
History of America, he laid open many facts rela- 
tive to this subject. He showed himself a warm 
friend both of the Indians and Africans. He lost 
iK> opportunity of condemning that trade which 
brought the latter into bondage : ^^ a trade,'' says 
he, '* which is no less repugnant to the feelings of 
humanity than to the princijdes of religion.** And 
in his Charles the Fifth, he showed in a manner 
that was clear and never to be controverted, that 
Christianity was the great cause in the twelfth 
century of extirpating slavery from the West of 
Europe. By the establishment of this fact he 
rendered important services to the oppressed Afri- 
cans, For if Christianity, when it began to be 
Ifelt in the heart, dictated the abolition of slavery, 

♦ The other was Picfeaeor Hacheflon, hefore mentioiied in p. 4C 
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it certainly became those who lived in a Christian 
coimtry, and who professed the Christian religion, 
to put an end to this cruel trade. 

The second was the abb6 Raynal. This author 
gave an account of the laws, government, and re- 
ligion of Africa, of the produce of it, of the man- 
ners of its inhabitants, of the trade in slaves, of 
the manner of procuring these, with several other 
particulars relating to the subject. And at the 
end of his account, fearing lest the good advice 
he had given for making the condition of the 
slaves more coitifortable should be construed into 
an approbation of such a traffic, he employed 
several pages in showing its utter inconsistency 
with sound policy, justice, reason, humanity, and 
religion. 

" I will not here,** says he, " so far debase my- 
self as to enlarge the ignominious list of those 
writers, who devote their abilities to justify by 
policy what morality condemns. In an age where 
so many errors are boldly laid open, it would be 
unpardonable to conceal any truth that is interest^' 
ing to humanity. If whatever I have hitherto 
advanced hath seemingly tended only to alleviate 
the burden of slavery, the reason is, that it was 
fir^t necessary to give some comfort to those un- 
happy beings, whom we cannot set free, and con- 
vince their oppressors, that they were cruel, to the 
prejudice of their real interests. But, in the mean 
time, till some considerable revolution shall make 
the evidence of this great truth ftelt, it may not be 
improper to pursue this subject further. I shall 
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then first prove that there is no reasoa of state, 
which call authorize slavery. I shall net be afraid 
to cite to the tribunal of reason and justice those 
governments, which tolerate this cruelty, or which 
even are not ashamed to make it the basis of their 
power.*' 

And a little further on he observes : *^ Will it be 
said that he, who wants to make me a slave, does 
me no injury, but that he only makes use of his 
rights'! Where are those rights? Who hath 
stamped upon them so sacred a character as to 
silence mine ?** 

In the beginnmg of the next paragraph he 
speaks thus : '^ He, who supports the system of 
slavery is the enemy of the whole human race. 
He divides it into two societies of legal assassins ; 
the oppressors, and the oppressed. It is the same 
thing as proclaiming to the world, if you would 
preserve your life, instantly take away mine, f<Nr I 
want to have yours." 

Groing on two pages further, we find these 
words : ^^ But the Negroes, they say, are a race 
bom for slavery ; their dispositions are narrow, 
treacherous^ and wicked ; they themselves allow 
the superiority of our understandings, and almost 
acknowledge the justice of our authority. Yes ; 
the minds of the Negroes are contracted, because 
slavery destroys all the springs of the soul. They 
are wicked, but not equally so with you. They 
are treacherous, because they are under no obli- 
gatioB to speak truth to their tyrants. They ac- 
lunowledg^ the superiority of our understandiogs 



ABOLITION OF THB SLATE-TRADE. 95 

}Mieau8e we have abused their ignorance. They 
allow the justice of our authority, because we 
have abused their weakness. 

^* But these Negroes, it is further urged, were 
bom slaves. Barbarians ! will you persuade me, 
that a man can be the property of a sovereign, a 
son the property of a father, a wife the property 
of a hud^and, a domestic the property of a master^ 
a Negro the property of a planter P' 

But I have no time to follow this animated au- 
tluH*, even by short extracts, through the varied 
strains of eloquence which he displays upon this 
occasion. I can only say, that his labors entitle 
him to a high station among the benefactors to the 
African race. 

The third was Dr. Paley, whose genius, talents, 
and learning have been so eminently displayed in 
his writings in the cause of natural and revealed 
religion. Dr. Paley did not write any essay ex* 
pressly in favor of the Africans. But in his Moral 
Philosophy, where he treated on slavery, he took 
an opportunity of condemning^ in very severe 
terms, the continuance of it. In this work he de- 
fined what slavery was, and how it might arise 
eoncdstently with the law of nature ; but he made 
an exception against that which arose from the 
African trade. 

** The Slave-trade," says he, ** upon the coast of 
Africa, is not excused by these principles. When 
davesin that country are brought to market, no 
questions, I believe are asked about the origin or 
juiAice of the vendar'a title. It may he premimedik 



76 THE HI8T0ET OF THB 

therefore, that this title is not always, if it be ev«r, 
founded in any of ttie causes above assigned. 

^' But defect of right in the first purchase is the 
least crime with which this traffic is chargeable. 
The natives are excited to war and mutual depre- 
dation, for the sake of supplying their contracts, 
or furnishing the markets with slaves. With this 
the wickedness begins. The slaves, torn away 
from their parents, wives and children, from their 
friends and companions, from their fields and 
flocks from their home and country, are trans- 
ported to the European settlements in America, 
with no other accommodation on shipboard than 
what is provided for brutes. This is the second 
stage of the cruelty, from which the miseraUe ex- 
iles are delivered only to be placed, and that for 
life, in subjection to a dominion and system of 
laws, the most merciless and tyrannical that ever 
were tolerated upon the face of the earth : and 
from all that can be learned by the accounts of 
people upon the spot, the inordinate authority, 
which the Plantation laws confer upon the slave- 
holder, is exercised by the English slaveholder, 
especially, with rigor and brutaUty. 

" But necessity is pretended, the name under 
which every enormity is attempted to be justified ; 
and after all, what is the necessity T It has never 
been proved that the land could not be cultivated 
there, as it is here, by hired servants. It is said 
that it could not be cultivated with quite the same 
conveniency and cheapness, as by the labor of 
daves ; by which means, a pound of sugar, which 
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|j|ie fAm^t now sells for sixpence, could not be 
afforded under sixpence-halfpenny ; and this is the 
necessity ! 

^' The great revolution, which has taken place 
in the western world, may probably conduce (and 
who knows but that it was designed) to acceler^ 
ate the fall of this abominable tyranny : and now 
that this contest and the passicms which attend it 
are no more, there may succeed perhaps a season 
for reflecting, whether a legislature, which had so 
long lent assistance to the support of an institution 
replete with human misery^ was fit to be trusted 
with an empire, the most extensive that ever ob- 
tained in any age or quarter of the world." 

The publication of these sentiments may be sup- 
posed to have produced an extensive effect. For 
the Moral Philosophy was adopted early by some 
of the colleges in our universities into the system 
of their education. It soon found its way also 
into most of the private libraries of the kingdom ; 
and it was, besides, generally read and approved. 
Dr. Paley, therefore, must be considered as hav- 
ing been a considerable coadjutor in interesting 
the mind of the public in favor of the oppressed 
Africans. 

In the year 1783, we find Mr. Sharp coming 
again into notice. We find him at this time taking 
a part in a cause, the knowledge of which, in pro- 
portion as it was disseminated, produced an earn- 
est desire among all disinterested persons, for the 
abolition of the Slave-trade. 

In this year, certain underwriters desired to be 

VOL. I, 7 * 
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heard against Oregson and others of Liverpool, in 
the case of the sldp Zong, Captain CoUingwood, 
alleging that the captain and officers of the said 
vessel threw overboard one hundred and thirty-two 
slaves alive into the sea, in order to defraud them, 
by claiming the value of the said slaves, as if they 
had been lost in a natural way. In the course of 
the trial, which afterwards came on, it appeared, 
that the slaves on board the Zong were very sick- 
ly ; that sixty of them had already died ; and 
several were ill and likely to die ; when the cap- 
tain proposed to James Kelsall, the mate, and 
others, to throw several of them overboard, stat- 
ing '' that if they died a natural death, the loss 
would fall upon the owners of the ship, but that, 
if they were thrown into the sea, it would fall 
upon the underwriters." He selected accordingly 
one hundred and thirty-two of the most sickly 
of the slaves. Fifty-four of these were immedi- 
ately thrown overboard, and forty-two were made 
to be partakers of their fate on the succeeding day. 
In the course of three days afterwards the remain- 
ing twenty-six were brought upon deck, to com- 
plete the number of victims. The first sixteen 
submitted to be thrown into the sea ; but the. rest 
with a noble resolution would not suffer the offi- 
cers to touch them, but leaped after their com- 
panions and shared their fate. 

The plea which was set up in behalf of this 
atrocious and unparalleled act of wickedness, was, 
that the captain discovered, when he made the 
proposal, that he had only two hundred gallons 
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of water on board, and that he had miesed his 
port. It was proved, however, in answer to this, 
that no one had been put upon short allowance ; 
and that, as if Providence had determined to af- 
ford an unequivocal prbof of the guilt, a shower 
of rain fell and continued for three days immedi- 
ately after the seccmd lot of slaves had been de- 
stroyed, by means of which they might have filled 
many of their vessels^ with water, and thus have 
prevented all necessity for the destruction of the 
third. 

Mr, Sharp was present at this trial, and procured 
the attendance of a short hand writer to take 
down the facts, which should come out in the 
course of it. These he gave to the public after- 
wards. He communicated them also, with a copy 
of the trial, to the Lords of the Admiralty, as the 
guardians of justice upon the seas, and to the 
Duke of Portland, as principal minister of state. 
No notice, however, was taken by- any of these, 
of the information which had been thus sent them. 

But though nothing was done by the persons 
then in power, in consequence of the murder of 
so many innocent individuals, yet the publication 
of an account of it by Mr. Sharp in the newspa- 
pers, made such an impression upon others, that 
new coadjutors rose up. For, soon after this, we 
find Thomas Day entering the lists again as the 
champion of the injured Africans. He had lived 
to see his poem of The Dying Negro, which had 

* It appeared that they filled ox. 
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been pablished in 1778^ make tt eonsideraUe iaan 
pression. In 1776, he had written a letter to a 
firiend in America, who was the possessor of slaves^ 
to dissuade hitn by a number of arguments from 
hdding such property. And now, when the knowl^ 
edge of the case of the ship Zong was spreading, 
he published that letter under the title of Frag- 
ment of an Original Letter on the Slavery t>f the 
Negroes. 

In this same year, Dr. Porteus, bishop of Ches* 
ter, but now bishop of London, came forward as a 
new advocate for the natives of Africa. The way 
in which he rendered them service, was by preach- 
ing a sermon in their behalf, before the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel. Of the wide cir- 
culation of this sermon, I shall say something in 
another place, but much more of the enlightened 
and pious author of it, who from this time never 
failed to aid, at every opportunity^ the cause which 
he had so ably undertaken. 

In the year 1784, Dr. Gregory produced his 
Essays Historical and Moral. He took an oppor- 
tunity of disseminating in these a circumstantial 
knowledge of the Slave-trade, and an equal abhor- 
rence of it at the same time. He explained the 
manner of procuring slaves in Africa ; the treat- 
ment of them in the passage, (in which he men- 
tioned the case of the ship Zong,} and the wicked 
and cruel treatment of them in the colonies. He 
recited and refuted also the various arguments 
adduced in defence of the trade. He showed that 
it was destructive to our seamen. He produced 
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many weighty arguments alto agamsc the BlaTeiy 
iteelf. He proposed clauses for an act of Parlia« 
ment for the abolition of both ; lEbowmg the good 
both to England and her eoionies from suek a 
measure, and that a trade might be substituted in: 
Africa, in various articles, for that which he pro^ 
posed to suppress. By means of the diffusion of 
light like this, both of a moral and poUtical nature^ 
Dri. Gregory is entitled to be ranked among the 
benefactors to the African race. 

In the same year, Gilbert Wakefield preached a 
sermon at Richmond in Surry, where, speaking of 
the people of this nation, he says, ^^ Have we been 
as renowned for a liberal communication of our re« 
ligion and our laws as for the possession of them? 
Have we navigated and conquered to save, to 
civilize, and to instruct ; or to oppress, to plunder^ 
and to destroy 1 Let India and Africa give the 
answer to these questions. The one we h&ve ex^ 
hausted of her wealth and her inhabitants by vio« 
lence, by famine, and by every species of tfteLBoaj 
and murder. The children of the other we dai^ 
carry from oiSr the land of their nativity, like sheep 
to the slaughter, to return no more. We tear 
them from every object of their affection, or, sad 
alternative, drag them together to the horrors of m 
mutual servitude 1 We keep them in the profound^ 
est ignorimce. We gall them in a tenfdd ehain^ 
wkfc an unrelenting spirit of barbarity, incoiu^eivasb 
Ue to all but the spectators <rf it^ unexampled 
among former ages and 6thtt nati^ms,. and unre* 
coifded even in the bloody roisters of heathen pas^ 
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flecutkm. Such is the ccmduct of us enlightened: 
Englishmen, reformed Christians ! Thus have we 
profited by our superior advantages^ by the favor 
of God, by the doctrines and example of a meek 
and lowly Saviour. Will not the blessings which 
we have abused loudly testify against us f Will 
not the hlooA which we have shed cry from the 
ground for vengeance upon our sins V* 

In the same year, James Ramsay, vicar of Tes- 
ton in Kent, became also an able, zealous, and 
indefatigable patron of the African cause. This 
gentleman had resided nineteen years in the island 
of St. Christopher, where he had observed the 
treatment of the slaves, and had studied the laws 
relating to them. On his return to England, 
yielding to his own feelings of duty and the solici- 
tations of some amiable friends, he publised a 
work, which be called An Essay on the Treat- 
ment and Conversion of the African Slaves in the 
British Sugar Colonies. After having given an 
account of the relative situation of master and slave 
in various parts of the wwld, he explained the 
h>w and degrading situation which the Africans 
held in society in our own islands. He showed 
that their importance would be increased, and the 
temporal interest of their masters promoted, by 
giving them freedom, and by granting them other 
privileges. He showed the great difficulty of in- 
structing them in the state in which they then 
were, and such as he himself had experienced both 
in his private and public attempts, and such as 
others had experienced also. He stated the way 



ABOLITION OF THE 8LAYE*TRADE. ' 88 

ill which private attempts of this nature might 
probably be successful. He then answered all 
objections against their capacities, as drawn from 
philosophy, form, anatomy, and observation ; and 
vindicated these from his own experience. And 
lastly, he threw out ideas for the improvement of 
their condition, by an establishment of a greater 
number of spiritual pastors among them ; by giv- 
ing them more privileges than they then possessed ; 
and by extending towards them the benefits of a 
proper police. Mr. Ramsay had no other motive 
for giving this work to the public, than that of hu- 
manity, or a wish to serve this much injured part 
of the human species. For he compiled it at the 
hazard of forfeiting that friendship, which he had 
contracted with many during his residenjce in the 
islands, and of suffering much in his private prop- 
erty, as well as subjecting himself to the ill-will 
and persecution of numerous individuals. 

The publication of this book by one, who pro- 
fessed to have been so long resident in the islands^ 
and to have been an eyewitness of facts, produced, 
as may easily be supposed, a good deal of conver- 
sation, and made a considerable impression, but 
particularly at this time, when a storm was visibly 
gathering over the heads of the oppressors of the 
African race. These circumstances occasioned 
one or two persons to attempt to answer it, and 
these answers brought Mr. Ramsay into the first 
controversy ever entered into on this subject, dur- 
ing which, as is the case in most controversies, 
the cause of truth was spread. 
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The worka which Mr. Raiosay wrote upon thkr 
ndbject, were» the Essay, just mentioi^, in 1784^ 
An Inquiry, aiso, into the Efiects of the Abditioa 
of the Slave-trade^ in 1784. A reply to personal 
Invectives and Objections, in 1785. A Letter to 
James Tobin, Esq. in 1787. Objections to the 
Alxdition of the Slave-trade, with Answers : and 
an Examination of Harris's Scriptural Researches 
on the Licitness of the Slave-trade, in 1788 ; and 
An Address on the proposed Bill for the Abolition 
of the Slave-trade, in 1789. In short, from the* 
time when he first took up the cause, he was 
engaged in it till his death, which was not a little 
accelerated by his exertions. He lived, however, 
to see this cause in a train for parliamentary in- 
quiry, and he died satisfied, being convinced, as 
he often expressed, that the investigation must 
inevitably lead ta die total aboliticm of the Slave- 
trade. 

in the next year, that is, in the year 1785, 
another advocate was seen in Monsieur Necker, 
in his celebrated work on the French Finances, 
which had juast been translated into the English 
language firom the original work, in 1784. This 
virtuous statesman, after having given his estimate 
of the population and revenue of the French West 
Indian colonies, proceeds thus: ^^The c<donie8 
of France contain, as we have seen, near five 
hundred thousand slaves, and it is from the num- 
ber of these poor wretches that the inhabitants set 
liiralue on their plantations. What a dreadful 
|»oqpect ! and how profound a subject for reflec- 
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tion ! Alas ! how little are we both m our morality 
and our principles ! We {Kteach up humanity, and 
yet go every year to bind in chains twenty thou- 
sand natives of Africa ? We call the Moors bar- 
barians and ruffians, because they attack the lib- 
erty of Europeans at the risk of their own ; yet 
these Europeans go, without danger, and as mere 
speculators, to purchase slaves by gratifying the 
avarice of their masters, and excite all those 
bloody scenes, which are the usual preliminaries 
of this traffic !" He goes on still further in the 
same strain. He then shows the kind of power 
which has supported this execrable trade. He 
throws out the idea of a general compact, by 
which all the European nations should agree to 
abolish it. And he indulges the pleasing hope, that 
it may take place even in the present generation. 

In the same year we find other coadjutors com- 
ing before our view, but these in a line different 
from that, in which any other belonging to this 
class had yet moved. Mr. George White, a clergy- 
man of the established church, and Mr. John 
Chubb, suggested to Mr. William Tucket, the 
mayor of Bridgewater, where they resided, and to 
others of that town, the propriety of petitioning 
Parliament for the abolition of the Slave-trade. 
This petition was agreed upon, and when drawn 
up, was as follows : — 

**The humble petition of the inhabitants of 
Bridgewater showeth, 

"That your petitioners, reflecting with the 
Steepest sensibility on the deplorable condition of 

yoL. I. 8 
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that part of the human species, the African Ne*- 
groes, who by the most flagitiouB means are re* 
duced to slavery and misery in the British colo^ 
nies, beg leave to address this honorable house 
in their behalf, and to express a just abhorrence 
of a system of oppression, which no prospect of 
private gain, no consideration of pubUc advantage, 
no plea of political expediency, can sufficiently 
justify or excuse. 

« That, satisfied as your petitioners are that this 
mhuman system meets with the general execration 
of mankind^ they flatter themselves the day is not 
far distant when it will be universaUy abolished. 
And they most ardently hope to see a Britidi 
Parliament, by the extinction of that sanguinary 
traffic, extend the blessings of liberty to millions 
beyond this realm, hold up to an enlightened 
world a glorious and merciful example, and stand 
foremost in the defence of the violated rights of 
human nature." 

This petition was presented by the honorable 
Ann Poulet^ and Alexander Hood, Esq., (now 
Lord Bridport,) who were the members for the 
town of Brtdgewater« It was ordered to lie on the 
taUe. The answer which these gentlemen gave 
to their constituents relative to the reception of it 
in the House (tf Commons^ is worthy of notice : 
" There did not appear,** say they in their com* 
mon letter, ** the least disposition to pay any fur- 
ther attention to it. Every one almost says, that 
Ihe abolition of the Slave-trade must immediately 
throw the West Indian islands into coavulstimsi^ 
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and soon complete their utter ruin. Thus they 
will not trust Providence for its protection for so 
pious an undertaking." 

In the year 1786, Captain J. S. Smith of the 
royal navy offered himself to the notice of the 
public in behalf of the African cause. Mr. Ram- 
say, as I have observed before, had become in- 
volved in a controversy, in consequence of his 
support of it. His opponents not only attacked 
his reputation, but had the effrontery to deny 
his facts. This circumstance occasioned Captain 
Smith to come forward. He wrote a letter to his 
friend Mr. Hill, in which he stated that he had 
seen those things, while in the West Indies, which 
Mr. Ramsay had asserted to exist, but which had 
been so boldly denied. He gave also permission 
to Mr. Hill to publish this letter. Too much 
praise cannot be bestowed on Captain Smith, for 
thus standing forth in a noble cause, and in behalf 
of an injured character. 

The last of the necessary forerunners and coad- 
jutors of this class, whom I am to mention^ was 
our much admired poet, Cowper; and a great 
coadjutor he was, when we consider what value 
was put upon his sentiments, and the extraordi- 
nary circulation of his works. There are few 
persons, who have not been properly impressed by 
the following lines : — 

. «*My ear is pun*d, 

My soul is sick with every day's report 

Of wrong and outrage with which l^s earth is fill'd. 

There is no flesh in man's obdurate heart. 

It does not feel for man. The nat'ral bond 
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Of brotheiliood is sevei'd as the flax 

That falls asunder at the touch of fire. 

He finds his fellow guilty of a skin 

Not color'd like his own, and having pow'r 

T' infoice the wrong for such a worthy cause 

Dooms and devotes him as his lawful prey. 

Lands intersected by a narrow frith ^ 

Abhor each other. Mountains interpos'd 

Make enemies of nations, who had else, 

Like kindred drops, been mingled into one. 

Thus man devotes his brother, and destroys ; 

And, worse than all, and most to be deplor'd 

As human nature's broadest, foulest blot. 

Chains him, and tasks him, and exacts his sweat !, 

With stripes, that mercy with a bleeding heart 

Weeps, when she sees inflicted on a beast. 

Then what la man ? And what man, seeing this. 

And having human feelings, does not blush 

And hang his head to think himself a man? 

I would not have a slave to till my ground, , 

To carry me, to fkn me while I sleep. 

And tremble when I wake, for all the wealth 

That sinews bou^t and sold have ever eam'd. 

No : dear as fireedom is, and in my heartPs 

Just estimation priz'd above all price, 

I had much rather be myself the edave^ 

And wear the bonds, than fasten them on him. 

We have no slaves at borne — ^then why abroad H 

And they themselves once ferried o'er the wave 

That parts us, are emancipate and loos'd. 

Slaves cannot breathe in England ; if their lungs 

Receive our air, that moment they are free ; 

They touch our countiy, and their shaddea falL* 

That's noble, and bespeaks a nation proud 

And jealous of the blessing. Spread it then, 

And let it circulate throu|^ every vein 

Of all your empire— that where Britain's pow'r 

Is felt, mankind may feel her mercy too." 

* Expressions used in the great trial, when Ifir. Sharp obtained the veidict 
in fiivor of Somerset. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SSCOHO CLABB OF FOBBBVKITIBa AMD ODASJUTOftS, UP TO MAT, ITBT, Mm- 

8I8TS OF THB QUAKERS IN ENGLAND — OF GSOBOB FoX, AND OTHERS. — 
Or tHB BOOT or TBB QtAlSBS ABBXHBLKB AT THB TEABLT MBBTHTO 
IN 17S7— AND AT VARIOUS OTHER TIMBS.— QUAKERS, AS A BODT, FBTI- 

TioN Parliament — and circulate books on the subjfct.— Individ- 
uals AMONO THEM BBCOMB LABOUBBS AKD AB90CIATB IN BBHALF OP 

- THB Africans— DiLWYN— Harrison — and othbrs.— This tkb pibst 

ASSOCIATION EVER FOJtMED IN EnCTLAND FOR THE PURPOSE. 

The second class of the forerunners and coad- 
jutors in this great cause up to May, ITST, will 
consist of the Quakers in England. 

The first of this class was George Fox, the 
yeneraUe founder of this benevolent society. 

George Fox was cotemporary with Richard 
Baxter, being bom not long after him, and dying 
much about the same time. Like him, he left his 
testimony against this wicked trade. When he 
was in the island of Bari>adoes, in the year 1671, 
he delivered himself to those who attended his 
religious meetings in the following manner : — 

** Consider with yoursdves,** says he, " if you 
were in the same condition as the poor Africans 
are, who came strangers to you, and were sold to 
yon as slaves ; I say, if this should be the condi- 
tion of you or yours, you would think it a hatd 
liieasure ; yea, and very great bondage and cru- 
elty. And therefore consider seriously of this ; 
and do you fcx them, and to them, as you would 

wiitingly h&ve them, or any others do unto yoa, 
VOL. I, 8 * 
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were you in the like slavish condition, and bring 
them to know the Lord Christ.** And in his 
Journal, speaking of the advice, which he gave his 
friends at Barbadoes, he says, ^^I desired also, 
that they would cause their overseers to deal 
mildly and gently with their Negroes, and not to 
use cruelty towards them, as the manner of some 
had been, and that after certain years of servitude 
they should make them free.** 

William Edmundson, who was a minister of 
the Society, and, indeed, a fellow-traveller with 
George Fox, had the boldness in the same island 
to deliver his sentiments to the governor on the 
same subject. Having been brought before him 
ILod accused of making the Africans Christians, or, 
in other words, of making them rebel and destroy 
their owners, he replied, ^Uhat it was a good 
thing to bring them to the knowledge oif Gk)d and 
Christ Jesus, and to believe in^ him who died for 
them and all men, and that this would keep them 
from rebelling, or cuttiqg any person's throat; 
but if they did rebel and cut their throats, as the 
governor insinuated they would, it would be their 
own doing, in keeping them in ignorance and 
under oppression, in giving them liberty to be 
common with women, like brutes, and, on the 
other hand in starving them for want of meat and 
clothes convenient ; thus giving them liberty in 
that which God restrained, and restraining them 
in that Which was meat and clothing." 

I do not find any individual of this society 
moving in this cause for some time after the death 
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<Kf <3eorg6 l^ox and WilUam Edmundson. The 
first circumstaooe of moment, which I discover^ 
is a Resolution of theiiirhole Society on the sub« 
ject, at tlieir yearly meeting held in London in 
the year 1727. The tesoltition was contained in 
the following words : ^Mt is the sense of this 
meeting, that the importing of Negroes from their 
native country and relations by Friends, is not a 
commendable nor allowed practice, and is ther&b 
fore censured by this meeting." 

In the year 1758, the Quakers thought it their 
duty, as a body, to pass another Resolution upon 
this subject. At this time the nature of the trade 
beginning to be better known, we find them more 
animated upon it, as the following extract will 
show : — 

** We fervently warn all in profession with us, 
that they carefully avoid being any way concerned 
in reaping the unrighteous profits arising from the 
iniquitous practice of dealing in Negro or other 
slaves; whereby, in the original purchase, one 
man selleth another, as he doth the beasts that 
perish, without any better pretension to a property 
in. him than that of superior force ; in direct vio- 
lation of the €k)spel rule, which teacheth all to 
do as they -would be done by, and to do good to 
all ; being the reverse of that covetous dispdsition, 
which famisheth encouragement to those poor ig- 
norant people to perpetuate their savage wars, in 
order to supply the demands of this most unnatural 
traffic, by which great numbers of mankind, free 
1^ nature, are subject to inextricable bondage; 
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wdwhkli haiik often been obierv^d tafiH 
po68e8BOr3 with haughtiaeie^ lyrannj^ luxury, aai 
barbarity, corrupting the. minds aad debMing ths 
morals of their children^ to the unspeakable piej«i* 
dice of religion and Yirtue» and the exdusiMi of 
that holy spirit of universal lo¥e» meekness, and 
charity, which is the unchangeable nature and the 
glory of true Christianity. We therefore can do 
no less than, with the greatest earnestness, impreso 
it upon Friends everywhere, that they endeayor 
to keep their hands clear of this unrightecNis gain 
of oppression." 

The Quakers hitherto, as appears by the two 
resolutions which have been quoted, did nothing 
more than seriously warn all those in religions pro* 
fession with them, against being concerned in tlm 
trade. But in three years afterwards^ or at the 
yearly meeting in 1761, they came to a resolution^ 
as we find by the following extract ftom their 
Minutes, that any of their members having a con- 
cern in it should be disowned. ^ This meeting 
having reason to a]^ehend that divers under our 
name are concerned in the unchristian traffic in 
Negroes, doth recommend it earnestly to the care 
of Friends everywhere^ to discourage, as much as 
in them lies, a practice so repugnant to our Charifl- 
tian profession; and to deal with all such as shall 
persevere in a conduct soi reproachful to Chlri»» 
titinity; and to disown them, if they desist not 
therefrom.'' 

The yearly meeting of 1761, having thus agreed 
to excludefrom membesship such as shoiild be 
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Gflocemed in tbis trade, that of 1763 endewVorsd 
to draw the cords still tighter, by atta^^hing criinl-/ 
nality ta those, who riioutd aid and abet the ttade 
i^any maimer. By the Minute, which was made' 
OQ this oecasioQ^ I apprehend that no one, belong- 
ing to the Society, could furnish even materials 
far such voyages. " We renew our exhortation^ 
that Friends everywhere be especially careful to 
keep their hands clear of giving encouragement in 
any shape to the Slave-trade, it being evidently 
destructive of the natural rights of mankind, who 
aie all ransomed by one Saviour, and visited by one 
divine lights in order to salvation ; a traffic calcu<^ 
lated to enrieh and aggrandize some upon the 
misery of others, in its nature abhorrent to every 
just and tender sentiment, and contrary to the 
whole tenor of the Gospel.'* 

Some pleasing intelligence having been sent on 
this subject by the Society in America to the Society 
in England, the yearly meeting of 1772 thought 
it their duty to notice it^ and to keep their formed 
resolutions alive by the following minute : " It ap* 
pears that the practice of holding Negroes in oppress 
siye and unnatural bondage hath been so success* 
fully discouraged by Friends in some of the colonies^ 
as to be considerably lessened. ' We cannot but ap- 
prove of these salutary endeavors, and earnestly' 
entreat they may be continued, that, through the 
, &vor of divine Providence, a traffic so unmerciful 
and unjust in its nature to a part of our own species^ 
made equally with ourselves, for immortality, may 
tome to be considered by ftU in its proper ligfhti 
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find be uttetly nboUshed as a rejiroaeh to the 
Christian name.'' 

I must beg leave to €itop here for a moment, just 
to pay the Quakers a due tribute of respect for the 
proper estimation, in which they have uniformly 
held the miserable outcasts of society, who have 
been the subject of these minutes. What a contrast 
does it afford to the sentiments of many others con«- 
ceming them ! How have we been compelled to 
prove by a long chain of evidence, that they had the 
same feelings and capacities as ourselves ! How 
many, professing themselves enlightened, even now 
view them as of a different species ! Btit in the min- 
utes, which have been cited, we have seen them 
uniformly represented as persons/' ransomed by one 
and the same Saviour;" ''as visited by one and 
the same light for salvation ;" and " as made 
equally for immortality as others. ** These practi- 
cal views of mankind, as they are highly honora- 
ble to the members of this society, so they afford a 
proof both of the reality and of the consistency of 
their religion. 

But to return: From this time there appears 
to have been a growing desire in this benevolent 
society to step out of its ordinary course in behalf 
of this injured people. It had hitherto confined 
itself to the keeping of its own members unpolluted 
by any gain from their oppression. But it was 
now ready to make an appeal to others, and to bear 
a more public testimony in their favor. Accord- 
ingly, in the month of June, 1783, when a biH 
had been brought into the House of Commons fo^ 
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Certain legulations to be made with respect to the 
Afriean trade, the Society sent the following peti* 
iiaa to that branch of the legislature : — 

** Your petitioners, met in this their annual as- 
sembly, having solemnly considered the state of the 
enslaved Negroes, conceive themselves engaged, 
in rehgious duty, to lay the suffering situation 
of that unhappy people before you, as a subject 
loudly calling for the humane interposition of the 
legislature. 

** Your petitioners regret that a nation, profes* 
sing the Christian faith, should so far counteract 
the principles of humanity and justice, as by the 
cruel treatment of this oppressed race to fill their 
minds with prejudices against the mild and benefi-^ 
cent doctrines of the Grospei. 

** Under the countenance of the laws of this 
country many thousands of these our fellow-crea- 
tures entitled to the natural rights of mankind, are 
held as personal property in cruel bondage ; and 
your petitioners being informed that a Bill for the 
Regulation of the African Trade is now before the 
House containing a clause which restrains the 
officers of the African Company from exporting 
Negoes, your petitioners, deeply affected with a 
consideration of the rapine, oppression, and blood* 
shed, attending this traffic, humbly request that 
this restriction may be extended to all persons 
whomsoever, or that the House would grant such 
other relief in the premises as in its wisdom may 
seem meet.'- 

This petition was .presented by Sir Cecil Wray* 
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wfedDy OD inUrodttcing it, spoke veiy reipeotfuiljr of' 
tbe Society. He declared hie hearty apprefaeiioA 
of their appUcatioo, and said he hoped he sfaould 
see the day when not a slave would remain within 
the dominions of this realm. Lord North seconded 
the raotiom, saying he could have no objection to 
the petition, and that its object ought to recom- 
mend it to every humane breast ; that it did credit 
to the most benevolent society in the world ; but 
that, the session being so far advanced, the subject 
could not then be taken into consideration; and he 
regretted that the Slave-trade, against which the 
petition was so justly directed, was in a commer- 
cial view become necessary to almost every nation 
of Europe. The petition was then brought up and 
read, after which it was ordered to lie on the table. 
This was the first petition, (being two years earlier 
than that from the inhabitants of Bridgewater,) 
which was ever presented to Parliament for the 
abolition of the 8lave*trade« 

But the Society ^id not stop here ; for having 
at the yearly meeting of 1783, particularly recom* 
mended the cause to a standing committee ap- 
pointed to act at intervals, called the Meeting for 
Sufferings, the latter in this same year resolved 
upon an address to the public, entitled. The Case 
of our Fellow-creatures, the oppressed Africans, 
respectfully recommended to the serious Consider- 
ation of the Legislature of Great Britain, by the 
People called Quakers : in which they endeav- 
ored in the most pathetic manner to make the 
leader acquamted with the cruel nature of this 
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trade ; and they ordered two thousand copies of it 
to be printed. 

In the year 1784, they began the distribution of 
this case. The first copy was sent to the King 
through Lord Carmarthen, and the second and the 
third, through proper officers, to the Queen and 
the Prince of Wales, Others were sent by a depu- 
tation of two members of the society to Mr. Pitt, 
as prime-minister; to the Lord Chancellor Thur- 
low ; to Lord Grower, as president of the council ; 
to Lords Carmarthen and Sidney, as secretaries of 
state ; to Lord Chief Justice Mansfield ; to Lord 
Howe, as first lord of the Admiralty; and to C. 
F. Cornwall, Esq., as speaker of the House of 
Commons. Copies were sent also to every mem- 
ber of both Houses of Parliament. 

The Society, in the same year, anxious that the 
conduct of its members should be consistent with' 
its public profession on this great- subject, recom- 
mended it to the quarterly and monthly meetings 
to inquire through their respective districts, whether 
any, bearing its name, were in any Way concerned 
in the traffic, and to deal with such, and to report' 
the success of their labors in the ensuing year. 
Orders were also given for the reprinting and cir- 
culation of ten thousand other copies of *^The 
Case." 

In the year 1785, the Society interested itself 
^gain in a simitar manner. For the meeting for 
9ufferings» as representing it» recommended to the 
quarterly ipeetings to distribute a work, written by 
Anthony Benezet, in America,^ called, A Cautipn 
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lo Oreat Britain and her Colonies, in a short Bep-i 
resentation of the calamitous State of the enslaTed 
Negroes in the British Dominions. This book was 
accordingly forwarded to them for this purpose. 
On receiving it, they sent it among several public 
bodies, the regular and dissenting clergy, justices 
of the peace, and particularly among the great 
schools of the kingdcnn, that the rising youth might 
acquire a knowledge, and at the same time a de» 
testation, of this cruel traffic. In this latter case, a 
deputation of the Society waited upon the masters, 
to know if they would allow their scholars to recieve 
it.' The schools of Westminster, the CharterJiouse, 
St. Paul, Merchant-Taylors, Eton, Winchester, 
and Harrow, were among those visited. Several 
academies also were visited for this purpose. 

But I must now take my leave of the Quakers 
as a public body,* and go back to the year 178S, 
to record an event, which will be found of great 
importance in the present history, and in which 
only individuals belonging to the Society were 
Qoncemed. This event seems to have arisen nat- 
urally out of existing or post circumstances. For 
the Society, as I have before stated, had sent a 
petition to Parliament in this year, praying for the 
abolition of the Slave-trade. It had also laid the 
foundation for a public distribution of the books as 
just mentioned, with a view of enlightening others 
on this great subject. Thtf case of the ship Zong, 
which I have before had occasion to explain, had 

i^The Gtuakera, as a public body, kept the subject alhre at their 
yeariy meeting m 1784» 1785, 1787, &c 
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oeouried this same year. A letter alec had been 
pr esenledy much about the same time, by Benjamin 
Westy from Anthony Beneset before mentioned, to 
our Queen, in behalf of the injured Africans, which 
she had received graciously. These subjects oe*" 
eupied at this time the attention of many Quaker 
families, and among others, that of a few indi* 
yiduals, who were in close intimacy with each 
Other. These, when they met together frequently 
conversed upon them. They perceived, as facts 
came out in conversation, that there was a growing 
knowledge and hatred of the Slave-trade, and that 
the temper of the times was ripening towards its 
abolition. Hence a disposition manifested itself 
amcmg these, to unite as laborers for the further- 
ance of so desirable an object. An union was at 
length proposed and approved of, and the follow^ 
ing persons (placed in alphabetical order) came 
together to execute the offices growing out of it : 

William Dillwyn, Thotmas Knowles, M. D,, 
, George Harrison, John Uoyd, 

8amuel Hoaxe, Joseph Woods. 

The first meeting was held on the seventh oi 
July, 1783. At this ^^ they assembled to consider 
what steps they should take for the relief and liber- 
ation of the Negro slaves in the West Indies, and 
for the discouragement of the Slave-trade on the 
coast of Africa." 

To promote this object they conceived it neces- 
sary that the public mind should be enlightened 
respecting it. They had recourse, therefore, to the 
public papers, and they appointed their membera 
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in turn to write in these, and to see that their 
productions were inserted. They kept regular 
minutes for this purpose. It was not, however, 
known to the world that such an association 
existed. 

It appears that they had several meetings in the 
course of this year. Before the close of it they 
had secured a place in the Grcneral Evening Post, 
in Lloyd's Evening Post, in the Norwich, Bath, 
York, Bristol, Sherborne, Liverpool, Newcastle, 
and other provincial papers, for such articles as 
they chose to send to them. These consisted 
principally of extracts from such authors, both in 
prose and verse, as they thought would most en- 
lighten and interest the mind upon the subject of 
their institution. 

In the year 1784 they pursued the^same plan ; 
but they began now to print books. The first was 
from a manuscript composed by Joseph Woods, 
one of the committee. It was entitled, Thoughts 
on the Slavery of the Negroes. This manuscript 
was well put together. It was a manly and yet 
feeling address in behalf of the oppressed Africans. 
It contained a sober and dispassionate appeal to 
the reason of all, without offending the {H*ejudices 
of any. It was distributed at the expense of the 
association, and proved to be highly useful to the 
cause which it was intended to promote. 

A communication having been made to the com- 
mittee, that Dr. Porteus, then bishop of Chester, 
had preached a sermon befpre the Society for the 
Propagation of the Grospel, in behalf of the in<t 
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Jupcd Africans, (which sermon waa noticed m the 
imi chapter,) Bamuel Hoare was deputed to ob- 
tain permiasion to puUish it. This led him to 
a coivespondence with Mr. Ramsay before men- 
tioned. The latter applied in consequence to the 
bishopy and obtained his consent. Thus this val- 
uable sermon was also given Uy the world. 

In the year 1785 the association continued their 
exertions as before ; but I have no room to spe- 
cify them. I may observe, however, that David 
Barclay, a grandson of the great apologist of that 
name, assisted at one of their meetings, and (what 
is singular) that he was in a few years after- 
wards unexpectedly called to a trial of his prin- 
ciples on this very subject. For he and his 
brother John became, in consequence of a debt 
due to them, possessed of a large grazing &rm, 
or pen, in Jamai'ca, which had thirty-two slaves 
upon it. Convinced, however, that the retaining 
of their fellow-creatures in bondage was not only 
irreconcileable with the principles of Christianity, 
but subversive of the rights of human nature, 
ihey determined upon the emancipation of these. 
And they*^ performed this generous office to the 
satisfaction of their minds, to the honor of their 
characters, to the benefit of the public, and to 

* Tbey ^Ilg•ged an agent to embark for Jamaica in 1795 to 
etBfct thia bttflineas, and had the alaves conveyed to Philadelphia, 
whefe they wero kindly received by the Society for improving the 
Condition of firee Black Peopla Suitable aituatiooa were found 
Imt the adults, and the young wes were bound out apprentices to 
handicraft trades, and to receive ecbool 
VOL. I. 9 * 
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the happiness of the slave.* I mention this anec- 
dote^ not ooiy to gratify myself, by paying a proper 
respect to those generous persons who sacrificed 
their interest to principle, but also to show the 
sincerity of David Barclay (who is now the only 
surviving brother) as he actually put in practice 
what at one of these meetings he was desirous of 
recommending to others. 

Having now brought up the proceedings of this 
little association towards the year 1786, I shall 
take my leave of it, remarking, that it was the 
first ever formed in England for the promotion of 
the abolition of the Slave-trade. That Quakers 
have had this honor is unquestionable. Nor is it 
extraordinary that they should have taken the 
lead on this occasion, when we consider how 
advantageously they have been situated for so 
doing. For the Slave-trade, as we have not long 
ago seen, came within the discipline of the Society 
in the year 1727. From thence it continued to 
be an object of it till 1783. In 178S the Society 
petitioned Parliament, and in 1784 it distributed 
books to enlighten the public concerning it. Thus 
we see that every Quaker, bom since the year 
1727, was nourished as it were in a fixed hatred 

'*' James Pemberton, oif Philadelphia, made the following obser- 
vation in a letter to a Friend in England : ^' David Barclay's hu- 
mane views towards the blacks fh>m Jamaica have been so far 
realized, that these objects of his concern enjoy their freedom with 
comfort to themselves, and are respectable hi th^ characters, keep- 
mg up a fHendly intercourse with each other, and avoiding to inter- 
mix with the common blacks of this dty, being sober in their con- 
duct and industrious in their business,'* 
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against it. He was taught, that any concern in it 
was a crime of the deepest dye. He was taught, 
that the bearing of his testimony against it was a 
test of unity with those of the same religious pro- 
fession. The discipline of the Quakers was there- 
fore a school for bringing them up as advocates 
for the abolition of this trade* To this it may 
be added, that the Quakers knew more about the 
trade and the slavery of the Africans, than any 
other religious body of men, who bad not been 
in the land of their sufferings. For there had 
been a correspondence between the Society in 
America and that in England on the subject, the 
contents of which must have been known to the 
members of each. American ministers also were 
frequently crossing the Atlantic on religious mis- 
sions to England. These, when they travelled 
through various parts of our island, frequently 
related to the Quaker families in their way the 
cruelties they had seen and heard of in their own 
country. English ministers were also frequently 
going over to America on the same religious 
errand. These, on their return, seldom failed to 
communicate what they had learned or observed, 
but more particularly relative to the oppressed 
Africans, in their travels. The journals also of 
these, which gave occasional accounts of the suf- 
ferings of the slaves, were frequently published. 
Thus situated in point of knowedge, and brought 
up moreover from their youth in a detestation of 
the trade, the Quakers were ready to act whenever 
a favorable opportunity should present itself. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Thibo clam op rosisvirtriKs aks coadjutoks, vt to 1787, coNsurt of 

THl QUAKIBS AND 0THKB8 IN AmISICA.— TlASLT MXKTINO rOK PClTN- , 

BTLTANIA AMD THB JERSBYB TAXXS UP THX SUBiKCT IK lOM— AJtB COB* 

TIMUB IT TILL 1787.— OTHXB PIVB TXABLT MXBTIIIOS TAKE 8IMILAB. j 

MBA817BX8.— QUAKBBS A8 IMDIVIDVALS, ALSO BBCOMB LABOBBKS.— WiL* 

LIAM BUBLHIO AHD OTHBBS.— ImdITIDVAM OP OTBBA BBLIOIOim SB- 

M0MI1IATI0N8 TAKB T7P THB 0AU8E ALSO. — JUDOB SEWBLL AND OTHBBS.^ ' 

Union op thb Quakbbs with othbbs in a socibtt pob Pbnnstl- 
▼AinA, IB 1774.^Jamb8 Pbmbbbton— Db. Rush. — Similab ubiob op 

thb QUAKBBf WITH OTHBB8 POB NbW ToBK AND OTHBB PBOTINOBS. 

The next class of the forerunners and coad- 
jutor^y up to the year 1787, will consist, first, of 
the Quakers in America ; and then of others, as 
they were united to these for the same object. 

It may be asked, How the Quakers living there 
should have become forerunners and coadjutors in 
the great work now under our consideration. I 
reply, first. That it was an object for many years 
with these to do away the Slave-trade as it was 
carried on in their own portlg. But this trade was 
conducted in part, both before and after the inde- ' 
pendence of America, by our own countrymen. 
ft was, secondly, an object with these to annihi<* 
late slavery in America ; and this they have been 
instruments in accomplishing to a considerable 
extent. But any abolition of slavery within given 
boundaries must be a blow to the Slave-trade 
there. The American Quakers, lastly, living in 
a land where both the commerce and slavery ex- 
isted, were in the way of obtaining a number of 



ABOLITION OF THE 8LAYE«-TRADE> lOS 

important facts relative to both, which nmde for 
dieir annihilation ; and comknuaicating many of 
these facts to those in Englandi who espoused the 
same cause» they became fellow-laborers with 
these in producing the event in question. 

The Quakers in America, it must be owned^ 
did most of them originally as other settlers there 
with respect to the purchase of slaves. They had 
lands without a sufficient number of laborers, and 
families without a sufficient number of servants, 
for their work. Africans were poured in to obviate 
these difficulties, and these were bought promiscu^ 
ously by all. In these days, indeed, the purchase 
of them was deemed favorable to both parties, for 
there was httle or no knowledge of the manner in 
which they had been procured as slaves. There 
was no charge of inconsistency on this account, 
as in later times. But though many c^ the Qua- 
kers engaged, i^ithout their usual consideration, 
in purchases of this kind, yet those constitutional 
principles, which belong to the Society, occasion- 
ed the members of it in general to treat thos^ 
whom they purchased with great tenderness, con^ 
sidering them, though of a different color, as 
brethren, and as persons for whose spiritual wel- 
fare it became them to be concerned ; so that 
.slavery, except sis to the power legally belonging 
td it, was in general little more than servitude in 
their hands. 

This treatment, as it was thus mild on the con^- 
tinent of America where the members of this so^ 
ciety were the owners of slaves^ so it was equally 
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mild in the West India idaads where they had 
a similar property. In the latter countries, how- 
ever, where only a few ci them livedo it began 
soon to be productive of serious consequences ; for 
it was so different from that, which the rest of 
the inhabitants considered to be proper,, that the 
latter became alarmed at it. Hence in Barbadoes 
an act was passed in 1676, under governor Atkins^ 
which was entitled, An Act to prevent the people 
called Quakers from bringing their Negroes into 
their meetings for worship, though they held 
these in their own houses. This act was founded 
on the [Nretence, that the safety of the island 
might be endangered, if the slaves were to imbibe 
the religious principles of their masters^ Under 
this act Ralph Fretwell and Richard Sutton were 
lined in the different sums of eight hundred and 
of three hundred pounds, because each of them 
had suffered a meeting of the Quakers at his own 
house, at the first of which eighty Negroes, and at 
the second of which thirty of tbem were present. 
But this matter was carried still further ; for in 
1680, Sir Richard Dutton, then governor of the 
island, issued an order to the deputy provost mar- 
shal and others, to prohibit all meetings of this 
society. In the island of Nevis the same bad 
^spirit manifested itself^ So early as in 1661, a 
law, was made there prohibiting members of this 
society from coming on shore, Negroes were put 
jn irons for being present at their meetings, and 
they themselves were fined also. At length, in 
1677, another act was passed, laying a heavy pe- 
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lialty on every master of a vessel, who should 
even bring a Quaker to the isleuad. In Antigua 
and Bermudas similar proceedings took place, so 
that the Quakers were in time expelled from this 
part of the world. By these means a valuable 
body of men were lost to the community in these 
islands, whose example might have been highly 
useful ; and the poor slave, who saw nothing but 
misery in his temporal prospects, was deprived 
of the only balm, which could have soothed his 
sorrow, the comfort of religion. 

But to return to the continent of America. 
Though the treatment, which the Quakers adopt- 
ed there towards those Africans who fell into 
their hands, was so highly commendable, it did 
not prevent individuals among them from becom- 
ing uneasy about holding them in slavery at all. 
Some of these bore their private testimony against 
it from the beginning as a wrong practice, and 
in process oi time brought it before the notice of 
their brethren as a religious body. So early as in, 
the year 1688, some emigrants from Kriesbiem in 
Grermany, who had adopted the principles of Wil« 
ham Penn, and followed him into Pennsylvania, 
urged in the yearly meeting of the Society there, 
the inconsistency of buying, selling, and holding 
men in slavery, with the principles of the Christian 
religion. 

In the year 1696, the yearly meeting for that 
province took up the subject as a public concern, 
and the result was advice to the members' of it 
to gu^rd against future importations of African 
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dave?, and to be particularly attentive to the 
treatment of those, who were then in their poe- 
sesmon. 

In the year 171 1, the same yearly meeting re- 
sumed the important subject, and confirmed and 
renewed the advice,, which had been before given. 

From this time it continued to ke^p the subject 
alive; but finding at length, that, though individ- 
uals refused to purchase slaves, yet others con- 
tinued the custom, and in greater numbers than 
it was apprehended would have been the case 
after the public declarations which had been made, 
it determined, in the year 1754, upon a fuller and 
more serious publication of its sentiments ; and 
therefore it issued, in the same year, the follow- 
ing pertinent letter to all the members within its 
jurisdiction. 

^^Dear Friends, 

^^ It hath frequently been the concern of our 
yearly meeting to testify their uneasiness and 
disunity with the importation and purchasing of 
Negroes find other slaves, and to direct the over- 
seers of the several meetings to advise and deal 
with such, as engage therein. And it hath like- 
wise been the continual care of many weighty 
Friends to press those, who bear our name, to 
guard as much as possible, against being in any 
lespeet concerned in promoting the bondage of 
such unhappy people. Yet, as we have with sor- 
«ew to observe, that their number is of late in- 
crevaed among us, we have thought it proper Iq 
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ibake our advice and judgment more public, that 
Hone may plead ignorance of our principles there- 
in ; and also again earnestly to exhort all to avoid, 
in any manner, encouraging that practice, of 
making slaves of our fellow*creatures. 

** Now, dear Friends, if we continually bear in 
mind the royal law of doing to others as we would 
be done by, we should never think of bereaving 
our fellow-creatures of that valuable blessing, lib- 
erty ; nor endure to grow rich by their bondage. 
To live in ease and plenty by the toil of those, 
whom violence and cruelty have put in our power, 
is neither consistent with Christianity nor com- 
mon justice ; and, we have good reason to believe, 
draws down the displeasure of Heaven ; it being 
a melancholy but true reflection, that, where slave- 
keeping prevails, pure religion and sobriety decline, 
as it evidently tends to harden the heart, and 
render the soul Icjss susceptible of that holy spirit 
of love, meekness, and charity, which is the pe- 
culiar characteristic of a true Christian. 

^* How then can we, who have been concerned 
to publish the Gospel of universal love and peace 
among mankind, be so inconsistent with ourselves, 
as to purchase such as are prisoners of war, and 
thereby encourage this antichristian practice ; and' 
more especially as •many of these poor creatures^ 
are stolen away, parents from children, and chil- 
dren from parents ; and others, who were in good 
circumstances in their native country, inhumanly 
torn from what they esteemed a happy situation, 
9XA compelled tO toil in a state of slavery, too 

TQL. I. 10 
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often extremely cruel ! What dreadful scenes of 
murder and cruelty those barbarous ravages must 
occasion in these unhappy people's country are too 
obvious to mention. Let us make their case our 
own, and consider what we should think, and how 
we should feel, were we in their circumstances. 
Remember our blessed Redeemer's positive com- 
mand ; to do unto others as we would have them 
do unto us ; and that with what measure we mete, 
it shall be measured to us again. And we entreat 
you to examine, whether the purchasing of a Ne- 
gro, either bom here or imported, doth not con- 
tribute to a further importation, and, consequently, 
to the upholding of all the evils above mentioned, 
and to the promoting of man-stealing, the only 
theft which by the Mosaic law was punished with 
death ; ^ He that stealeth a man, and selleth him ; 
or if he be found in his hand, he shall surely be 
put to death.' 

^' The characteristic and badge of a true Chris- 
tian is love and good works. Our Saviour's 
whole life on earth Was one continual exercise of 
them. * Love one another,' says he, * as I have 
loved you.' But how can we be said to love our 
brethren, who bring, or for selfish ends, keep 
them, in bondage 1 Do we act consistently with 
Alls noble principle, who lay such heavy burthens 
on our fellow-creatures 1 Do we consider that 
they are called, and do we sincerely desire that 
they may become heirs with us in glory, and that 
they may rejoice in the liberty of the sons of God, 
whilfiit we are withholding from them the commoa 
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fiberties of mankind 1 Or can the Spirit of Grod, 
by which we have always professed to be led, be 
the author of those oppressive and unrighteous 
measures 1 Or do we not thereby manifest, tKat 
temporal interest hath more influence on our con* 
duct herein, than the dictates of that merciful, 
holy, and unerring Guide 1 

And we likewise earnestly recommend to all, 
who have slaves, to be careful to come up in the 
performance of their duty towards them, and to 
be particularly watchful over their own hearts, it 
being by sorrowful experience remarkable, that 
custom, and a familiarity with evil of any kind, 
have a tendency to biits the judgment and to de* 
prave the mind. And it is obvious that the future 
welfare of these poor slaves, who are now in bon- 
dage, is generally too much disregarded by those 
who keep them. If their daily task of labor be 
but fulfilled, little else perhaps is thought of. Nay, 
even that which in others would be looked upon 
with horror and detestation, is little regarded in 
them by their masters, such as the frequent sepa- 
ration of husbands from wives and wives from 
husbands, whereby they are tempted to break their 
marriage covenants, and live in adultery, in direct 
opposition to the laws of Ood and men, although 
we believe that Christ died for all men without 
respect of persons. How fearful then ought we 
to be of engaging in what hath so natural a ten- 
dency to lessen our humanity, and of suffering 
ourselves to be inured to the exercise of hard and 
cruel measures, lest thereby in any degree we lose 
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OUT tender and feeling sense of the miseries of our 
fellow-creaturesy and become worse than those 
who have not believed. 

<' And, dear Friends, you, who by inheritance 
have slaves born in your families, we beseech you 
to consider them as souls committed to your trust, 
whom the Lord will require at your hand, and 
who, as well as you, are made partakers of the 
Spirit of Grace, and called to be heirs of salvation. 
And let it be your constant care to watch over 
them for good, instructing them in the fear of 
God, and the knowledge of the Gospel of Christ, 
that they may answer the end of their creation, 
and that G^d may be glorified and honored by 
them as well as by us. And so train them up, 
that if you should come to behold their unhappy 
situation, in the same light, that many worthy 
men, who are at rest, have done, and many of 
your brethren now do, and should think it your 
duty to set them free, they may be the more ca» 
pable of making proper use of their liberty. 

^^ Finally, brethren, we entreat you, in the bow« 
els of gospel love, seriously to weigh the cause of 
detaining them in bondage. If it be for your own 
private gain; or any other motive than their good^ 
it is much to be feared that the love of €rod and 
the influence of the Holy Spirit are not the pre- 
vailing principles in you, and that your hearts are 
not sufficiently redeemed from the world, which, 
that you with ourselves may more and more come 
to witness, through the cleansing virtue of the 
Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ, is our earnest desire, 
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With the fwtliitdtion of our love» we are your frieoAi 

and brethren. 
^ Signed, in behalf of the yearly meeting, by 

^ John Evans, Abraham FarringdcNa, 

John Smith, Joseph Noble, 

Thomas Carleton, Jaookes Daniel, 

William Trimble, Joseph Gibson, 

John Scarborough, John Shotwell, 

Joseph Hampton, Joseph Parker.'* 

This truly Christian letter, which was written 
in the year 1754, was designed, as we collect 
from the contents of it, to make the sentiments of 
the Society better known and attended to on the 
subject of the Slave-trade. It contains, as we see, 
exhortations to all the members within the yearly 
meeting of Pennsylvania and the Jerseys, to der 
slst from purchasing and importing slaves, and^ 
where they possessed them, to have a tender con- 
ttderation of their condition. But that the first 
part of .the subject of this exhortation might be 
enforced, the yearly meeting for the same provin* 
ces came to a resolution in 1755, That if any of 
the members belonging to it bought or imported 
slaves, the overseers were to inform their respec* 
tive monthly meetings of it, that *^ these might 
treat with them, as they might be directed in the 
wisdom of truth." 

In the year 1774, we find the same yeady meet- 
ing legislating again on the same subject. By the 
preceding resolution they, who became offenders, 
were subjected only to exclusion from the miete^ 

VOL. I. 10* 
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ings for discipUne, and fronx the privilege of con* 
tributing to the pecuniary occasions of the Society; 
but by the resolution of the present year, all mem- 
bers, concerned in importing, selling, purchasing, 
giving, or transferring Negro or other slaves, or 
otherwise acting in such manner as to continue 
them in slavery beyond the term limited by law* 
or custom, were directed to be excluded from 
membership or disowned. At this meeting also 
all the members of it were cautioned and advised 
against acting as executors or administrators to 
estates, where slaves were bequeathed, or likely 
to be detained in bondage. 

In the year 1776, the same yearly meeting car- 
ried the matter still further. It was then enacted. 
That the owners of slaves, who refused to execute 
proper instruments for giving them their freedom, 
were to be disowned likewise. 

In 1778 it was enacted by the same meeting, 
That the children of those^ who had been set free 
by members, should be tenderly advised, and have 
a suitable education given them. 

It is not necessary to proceed further on this 
subject. It may be sufficient to say, that from 
this time, the Minutes of the yearly meeting for 
Pennsylvania and the Jerseys exhibit proofs of 
an almost incessant attention, year after year,f 

* This alhides to the term of servitad« for white persons in these 
provinces. 

t Thus in 1779, 1780, 1, 2, 4, 5, 6. The members also of this 
meeting petitioned their own leg^ture on this snbject both m 
1763 and in 1788. . . 
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(0 the means not only of wiping away the stain 
of slavery from thek religious community, but 
of promoting the happiness of those restored ta 
freedom, and of their posterity also. And as the 
yearly meeting of Pennsylvania and the Jerseys 
set this bright example, so those of New Eng- 
land, New York, Maryland, Virginia, and of the 
Carolinas and Georgia, in process of time fol- 
lowed it. 

But whilst the Quakers were making these 
exertions at their different yearly meetings in 
America, as a religious body, to get rid both oi 
the commerce and slavery of their fellow^creatures^ 
others in the same profession were actiag as in- 
dividuals (that is, on their own grounds and inde- 
pendently of any influence from their religious 
communion) in the same cause, whose labors it 
will now be proper, in a separate narrative, to 
detail. 

The first person of this description in the So« 
ciety, was William Burling of Long Island. He 
had conceived an abhorrence of slavery from 
early youth. In process of time he began to 
bear his testimony against it, by representing the 
unlawfulness of it to those of his own Society, 
when assembled at one of their yearly meet- 
ings. This expression of his public testimony 
he continued annually on the same occasion. He 
wrote also several tracts with the same design, 
one of which, published in the year 1718, he 
addressed to the elders of his own church, on the 
inconsistency of compelling people and their pos* 
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teiity to wrre tliem continually and arbitcttil]^ 
and without any proper recompense for tketr 
aeririoes. 

The next was Ralph Sandiford, a merchant in 
Philadelphia. This worthy person had many 
ofiers of pecuniary assistance, which would have 
advanced him in life, but he declined them all be- 
eause they came from persons, who had acquired 
their independence by the oppression of their 
slaves. He was very earnest in Endeavoring to 
prevail upon his Mends, both in and out of the 
Society, to liberate those whom they held Id b<m* 
dage. At length he determined upon a work 
called The Mystery of Iniquity, in a brief Exami* 
nation of the Practice of the Times. This he 
published in the year 1729, though the chief 
judge had threatened him if he should give it 
to the world, and he circulated it free of expense 
wherever he believed it would be useful. The 
above work was excellent as a composition. The 
language of it was correct. The style manly and 
energetic. And it abounded with facts, senti- 
ments, and quotations, which, while they showed 
the virtue and talents of the author, rendered it a 
valuable appeal ia behalf of the African cause. 

The next public advocate was Benjamin Lay,* 
who lived at Abington, at the distance of ten 
miles from Philadelphia. Benjamin Lay was 

* Bttijaittin Lay attended tl^e meetingB for worship, or a8aociate4 
himself with the religious society of the Ctuakers. His wife, tooi^ 
was an approved minister of the gospel in that Society. But I be* 
fidve-hd was ootiong an acknowledged member of it himselC 



kiiown, wtien in England, to the tisftd faiMfy tft' 
ikat day, into whoee prrrmt^ presence he was ad» 
mitted. On liis return to America,..he took An 
active part in behalf of the oppressed Africaae. 
M the year 1737, he published a treatise on Slave- 
keepng. This he gave away among his neigh** 
bora and others, but more particularly among th# 
rising youth, many of whom . he visited in their 
respective schools. He applied also to several of 
the governors for interviews, with whom he held 
conferences on the subjects Benjamin Lay was 
a man of strong understanding and of great integ- 
rity, but of warm and irritable feelings, and more 
particularly so when be was called forth od any 
occasion in which the oppressed Africans were 
concerned. For he had lived in the island of 
Barbadoes, and he had witnessed there scenes of 
cruelty towards them, which had greatly diBtuii>ed 
his mind, and which unhinged it, as it were^ 
whenever the subject of their sufferings wa$ 
brought before him. Hence if others did not 
think precisely as he did, when he conversed with 
them on the subject, he was apt to go out of dtie 
bounds. In bearing what he bejpBved to be his 
testimony against this- system of oppression, he 
adopted sometimes a singularity of manner, by: 
which, as conveying demonstration of a certain 
eccentricity of character, he diminished in some 
degree his usefulness to the cause which he had 
undertaken; as far indeed as this eccentricity 
might have the effect of preventiQg others from 
jokung him in his pursuit, lest th^ should btt 
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diought «ingular also^ sa far it must be allowed 
that he ceased to become beneficial. But there 
can be no question, on the other hand^ that his 
wann and enthusiastic manners awakened the, 
attention of many to the cause, and gave them 
first impressions concerning it, which they never 
afterwards forgot, and which rendered them useful 
to it in the subsequent part of their lives. 

The person, who labored next in the Society^, 
in behalf of the oppressed Africans, was John 
Woolman. 

John Woolman was born at Northampton, in 
the county of Burlington and province of Western 
New Jersey, in the year 1720. In his very early 
youth he attended, in an extraordinary manner, to 
the teligious impressions which he perceived upon 
his mind, and began to have an earnest solicitude 
about treading in the right path. ''From what I 
had read and heard,'' says he, in his Joumal,f ''I 
believed there had been in past ages people, who 
walked in uprightness before God in a degree ex- 
ceeding any, that I knew or heard of, now living. 
And the apprehension of there being less steadi- 
ness ^nd finnne^ among people o£ this age, than 
in past ages, often troubled me while I was a 
child." An anxious desire to do away, as far as 
he himself was concerned, this merited reproach^ 
operated as one among other causes to induce him. 
to be particularly watchful over his thoughts and 
actions, and to endeavor to attain that purity of 

* This short sketch of the life and labors of John Woobnan, «» 
VBide up from his Joomal. 
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k0art, without which he conceived there could 
be no perfection of the Chrigdan character. Ac* 
eordingly, in the twenty-second year of his age^ 
he had given such proof of the integrity of his life, 
and of his religious qualifications, that he became 
an acknowledged minister of the gospel in his 
own Society. 

At a time prior to his entering upon the min- 
istry, being in low circumstances, be agreed for 
wages to ^* attend shop for a person at Mount 
Holly, and to keep his books. ** In this situation 
we discover, by an occurrence that happened, that 
he had thought seriously on the subject, and that 
he had conceived proper views of the Christian 
unlawfulness of slavery. " My employer,'* says 
he, ** having a Negro woman, sold her, and de- 
sired me to write a bill of sale, the man being 
waiting, who bought her. The thing was sud- 
den, and though the thought of writing an instru- 
ment of' slavery for one of my fellow-creatures 
made me feel uneasy, yet I remembered I was 
hired by the year, that it was my master who 
directed me to do it, and that it was an elderly 
man, a member of our Society, #ho' bought her. 
So through weakness I gave way and wrote, but, 
at executing it, I was so afflicted in my mind, 
that 1 said before my master and the friend, 
that I believed slave-keeping to be a practice in- 
consistent with the Christian religion. This in 
some degree abated my uneasiness ; yet, as often 
as I reflected seriously upon it, I thought I should 
have been clearer, if I had desired to have beett 



#itcuiied frosyi it, as a thing agaiost; my conseieiiee ;. 
&r such it was. And some time after this, it 
j^Oiig mm of our Society spoke to me to write a 
^ouveyance of a slave to him, he having lately 
taken a Negro into his house. I told him I waa 
iiQ( eiisy to write it ; for though many of our 
meeting, and in other places, kept slavey I stiU 
believed the practice was not right, and desired 
U> be excused from the writing. I spoke to him 
k?i good will ; and he told me that keeping slaves 
was not altogether agreeable to his mind, but^ 
that the slave being a gift to his wife he had 
(iccepted of her." 

We may easily conceive that a^ person so scrupu- 
k>us and tender on this subject (as indeed John 
Woolman was on all others), was in the way of 
becoming in time more eminently serviceable to 
h^ oppressed fellow-creatures. We have seen 
already the good seed sown in his heart, and it 
seems to have wanted only providential seasons 
and occurrences to be brought into productive fruit. 
Accordingly we find that a journey, which he 
took as a minister of the gospel in lliSp through 
the provinces o%Maryland, Virginia, and North 
Parolina, which were then more noted than others 
for the number of slaves in them^ contributed to 
prepariB him as an instrument for the adyancemenl 
of this great cauAe. The fc^owing are hiai own 
ebservations upon this journey. "Two things 
wens remarkable to me in this journey ; First, in 
legftsd to my entertainment. When I ate, drank, 
and lodged freercoet* with people who lived ill 
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eade on the hard labor of their slaves, I felt 
uneasy; and, as my mind was inward to the 
Lord, I found, from place to place, this uneasi* 
ness return upon me at times through the whole 
visit. Where the masters bore a good share of 
the burthen, and lived frugally, so that their ser- 
vants were well provided for, and their labor 
moderate, I felt more easy. But where they 
lived in a costly way, and laid heavy burthens on 
their slaves, my exercise was often great, and 
I frequently had conversations with them in pri- 
vate concerning it. Secondly, This trade of im- 
porting slaves from their native country being 
much encouraged among them, and the white 
people and their children so generally living 
without much labor, was frequently the subject 
of my serious thoughts': and 1 saw in these 
southern provinces so many vices and corruptions, 
increased by this trade and this way of life, that 
it appeared to me as a gloom over the land." 

From the year 1747 to the year 1763, he seems 
to have been occupied chiefly as a minister of 
religion, but in the latter year he published a 
work upon Slave-keeping ; and in the same year, 
Whife travelling within the compass of his own 
monthly meeting, a circumstance happened, which 
kept alive his attention to the same subject. 
" About this time," says he, " a person at some 
distance lying sick, his brother came to me to 
Write his will. I knew he had slaves, and, asking 
his brother, was told, he intended to leave them 
as slaves to his children. As writing was a profit* 

VQL. I. n 
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able employ, and aa offending sober people was 
disagreeable to my inclination, I was straitened 
in my mind, but as I looked to tbe Lord he inclined 
my heart to his testimony ; and I told the man, 
that I believed the practice of continuing slavery 
to this people was not right, and that I had a 
scruple in my mind against doing writings of thai 
kind; that, though many in our Society kepi 
them as slaves, still I was not easy to be concerned 
in it, and desired to be e:s:cused from going to 
write the will. I spoke to him in the fear of the 
Lord ; and he made no reply to what I said, bul 
went away : be also had some concerns in the 
practice, and I thought he was displeased with 
me. In this case, I had a fresh confirmation, thai 
acting contrary to present outward interest from 
a motive of Divine love, and in regard to trutb 
and righteousness, opens the way to a treasure 
better than, silver, and to a friendship exceeding 
the friendship of men." 

From t75S to 1765, two circumstances of a 
similar kind took place, which contributed greatly 
to strengthen him in the path be had taken ; for 
in both these cases the persons who requested 
him to make their wills, were so impressed by the 
principle upon which he refused them, and by his 
manner of doing it, that they bequeathed liberty 
to their slaves. 

In the year 17S6, h^ made a religious visit to 
several of the Society in Long Island. Her» 
it waa that the seed, now long fostered by tbci 
geiual influences of Heaven^ began to burst fhrlt^ 
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into fruit. Till this time he seems to have beefy 
a passive instrument, attending only to such cir- 
cumstances as came in his way on this subject. 
But now he became an active one, looking out 
for circumstances for. the exercise of his labors. 
"My mind," says he, "was deeply engaged in this 
visit, both in public and private ; and at several 
}daces observing that members kept slaves, I found 
myself under a necessity, in a friendly way to 
labor with them on that subject, expressing, as 
the way opened, the inconsistency of that practice 
with the purity of the Christian religion, and the 
ill effects of it as manifested amongst us. 

In the year 1757, he felt his mind so deeply 
interested oh the same subject, that he resolved 
to travel over Maryland, Virginia, and North 
Carcdina, in order to try to convince persons, 
principally in his own Society, of the inconsist- 
ency of holding slaves. He joined his brother 
with him in this arduous service. Having passed 
the Susquehanna into Maryland, he began to 
experience great agitation of mind. ^^ Soon after 
I entered this province," says he, "a deep and 
painful exercise tame upon me, which I often 
had some feeling of since my mind was drawn 
towards the$e parts, and with which I had ac- 
quainted my brother, before we agreed to join as^ 
companions. 

. " As the people in this and the southern pro* 
voices live much im the labor of slaves, many cfS 
whom are used hardly, my concern was that I; 
liHght c^tlend wiih mzigl^efls of heart to the vokw 
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of the true Shepherd, and be so supported^ as td 
remain unmoved at the faces of men.'' 

It is impossible for me to follow him in detail, 
through this long and interesting journey, when I 
consider the bounds I have prescribed to myself in 
this work. I shall say therefore, what I purpose 
to offer generally and in a few words. 

It appears that he conversed with persons oc* 
casionally, who were not of his own Society, with 
a view of answering their arguments, and of en- 
deavoring to evince the wickedness and impolicy 
of slavery. In discoursing with these, however 
strenuous he might appear, he seems never to 
have departed from a calm, modest, and yet digni- 
fied and even friendly demeanor.~ At the public 
meetings for discipline, held by his own Society 
in these provinces, he endeavored to display the 
same truths and in the same manner, but particu- 
larly to the elders of his own Society, exhortmg 
them, as the most conspicuous rank, to be careful 
of their conduct, and to give a bright example in 
the liberation of their slaves. He visited also 
families for the same purpose : and he had the 
well-earned satisfaction of finding his admonitions 
kindly^ received by some, and of seeing a dispo- 
sition in others to follow the advice he had given 
them. 

In the year 1768, he attended the yearly meet- 
ing at Philadelphia, where he addressed his tn^th- 
ren on the propriety of dealing with such members, 
as should hereafter purchase slaves. On the dis- 
cumon of this point he spoke a second time, and 



r 

i 



▲BOLITION AF TUB IE.AVC-TRADE. Itt 

ills to such effect that he had the satisfaction at 
this meeting to see minutee made more fully than 
any befiire, and a committee appointed, for the 
advancement of the great object, to which he had 
now been instrumental in turning the attention of 
many, and to witness a considerable spreading oi 
the cause. In the same year also, he joined him- 
self with two others of the SvXjiety to visit such 
members of it, as possessed slaves in Chester 
county. In this journey he describes himself to 
have met with several, who were pleased with his 
visit, but to have found difficulties with others, 
towards whom however he felt a sympathy and 
jtend^rness on account of their being entangled by 
the spirit of the world. 

. In the year 1759, he visited several of the So*- 
ciety who held slaves in Philadelphia. In about 
three months afterwards, he travelled there again, 
in company with John Churchman, to see others 
nnder edmilar circumstances. He then weni to 
different places on the same errand. In this last 
•journey he went alone. After this he joined him- 
self to John Churchman again, but he confined 
his labors to his own province. Here he had the 
pleasure of finding thea the work prospered. Boon 
Bft&t this he took Samuel Eastburne as a coad- 
jutor, and pleaded the cause of the poor Africans 
•with many of the Society in Bucks county, who 
j^d them in bondage there. 

In the year 1760, he travelled, in company with 
kis Driend Sai)iuel Eastbume, to Rhode Island, to 
promote' the same object. . This island had been 

VOL. I. 11 * 
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loDg noted for its trade to Africa for slaves. H^ 
found at Newport, the great sea-port town bslong- 
ing to it, that a number of them had been lately 
imported. He felt his mind deeply impressed on 
thid account. He was almost overpowered in 
consequence of it, and became ill. He thought 
once of promoting a petition to the legislature, to 
discourage all such importations in future. He 
then thought of going and speaking to the House 
of Assembly, which was then sitting ; but he was 
discouraged from both these proceedings. He 
held, however, a conference with many of his own 
Society in the meeting-house chamber, where the 
subject of his visit was discussed on both sides, 
with a calm and peaceable spirit. Many of those 
present manifested the concern they felt at their 
former practices, and others ' a desire of taking 
suitable care of their slaves at their decease. 
From Newport he proceeded to Nantucket; but 
observing the members of the Society there to 
have few or no slaves, he exhorted them to perse- 
vere in abstaining from the use of them, and re- 
turned home. 

In the year 1761, he visited several families in 
Pennsylvania, and, in about three months after- 
wards, others about Shrewsbury and Squan in 
New Jersey. On his return he added a second 
part to the treatise before published on the keep- 
ing of slaves, a care which had been Rowing 
upon him for some years. 

In the year 1762, he printed, pubUsbed^ and 
distriblited this treatise. 
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" In 1767) he went on foot-to the western shores 
of the same province on a religious visit. After 
having crossed the Susquehanna, his old feelings 
returned to him> for coming amongst people liv-* 
ing in outward ease and greatness, chiefly on the 
labor of slaves^ his heart was much affected, and 
he waited with humble resignation^ to learn how 
he should further perform his duty to this injured 
people. The travelling on foot, though it was 
agreeable to the state 6f his mind, he describes to 
have been wearisome to his body. He felt himself 
weakly at times, in consequence of it, but yet con- 
tinued to travel on. At one of the quarterly meet, 
ings of the Society, being in great sorrow and 
heaviness, and under deep exercise on account of 
the miseries of the poor Africans, he expressed 
himself freely to those present, who held them in 
bondage. He expatiated on the tenderness and 
loving kindness of the apostles, as manifested 
in labors, perils, and sufferings, towards the poor 
Gentiles, and contrasted their treatment of the 
Grentiles with it, whom he described in the persons 
of their slaves ; and .was much satisfied with the 
result of his discourse. 

From this time we collect little more from his 
journal concerning hioi, than that, in 1772, he 
embarked for England on a religious visit. After 
his arrival there, he travelled through many coun-* 
ties, preaching in different meetings of the Society, 
till he came to the city of York. But even here, 
though he was far removed from the sight of those 
whose interests he had so warmly espoused, he was 
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BOt ftrgetful df thehr Wretched condition. At {he 
quarterly meeting for that coonty^ he bron^t their 
ease before thoee present in an aflbcting manner. 
He exhorted these to befriend their cause. He 
remarked that as they, the Society, when under 
outward sufferings, had often found a concern to 
lay them before the legislature, and thereby, ia 
the Lord's time, had obtained relief: so he recom** 
mended this oppressed part of the creation to their 
notice, that they might, as the way opened, rep-- 
resent their sufferings as individuals, if not as a 
religious society, to those in authority in this land. 
This was the last opportunity that he had of in<« 
teresting himself in behalf of this injured people ; 
for soon afterwards he was seized with the small- 
pox at the house oi a friend In the city of York, 
where he died. 

The next person belonging to the Society of the 
Quakers, who labored in behalf of the oppressed 
Africans, was Anthony Benezet. He was bom 
before, and he lived after, John Woolman; of 
course he was cotemporary with him. I place 
him after John Woolman, because he was not so 
much known as a laborer, till two or three years 
after the other had begun to move in the same 
cause. 

Anthony Benezet was born at St. Quintin in 
Picardy, of a respectable family, in the year ITlSw 
liis father was one of the many protestants, whoy 
in consequence of the persecutions which ftrflowedt 
tfa^ revocation of the edict of Nantz, sought aa 
aq^um in foreign countries^ After a; short stay im 
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HoUand, he settled, with his wife and ^^H^Wrfffi^ ia 
London, in 1715. 

Anthony Benezet, having received from his (ba 
ther a liberal education, ae'rved an apprenticeship 
in an eminent mercantile house in London. In 
1731, however, he removed with hm family to 
Philadelphia, where he joined in profession with 
the Quakers. His three brothers then engaged 
in trade, and made considerable pecuniary acquisi* 
tions in it. He himself might have partaken ;botii 
of their concerns and of their prosperity ; but he 
did not feel himself at liberty to embark in theiit 
undertakings. He considered the accumulation ' 
of wealth as of no importance, when compared 
with the enjoyment of doing good ; and he chose 
the humble situation of a schoolmaster, as accord* 
ing l3est with this notion^ believing, that by en* 
deavoring to train up youth in knowledge and vir* 
tue, he should become more extensively useful than 
m any other way to his fellow-creatures. 

He had not been long in his new situation, be^ 
fore ^e manifested such an uprightness of conducti 
such a courtesy of manners, such a purity of intent 
tion^ and such a si»rit of benevolence, that he at^ 
tracted the notice, and gained the good opinion^ 
of the inhabitants among whom he lived. He bad 
feady access to them, in consequence, upon all 
occasions ; and, if there were any whom he failed 
to influence at any of these times, he never went 
away without the possessfon of their respect. 

In the year 1756, when a considerable number 
^ French famfliee were riettmved from AciQidia inio 
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Pennsylvania, on aQCOuut of some poliiical sus- 
picions, he felt deeply interested about them. la 
a country where few understood their language, 
they were wretched and helpless ; but Anthony 
Benezet endeavored to soften the rigor of their sit- 
uation, by his kind attention towards them. He 
exerted himself also in their behalf, by procuring 
many contributions for them, which, by the con- 
sent of his fellow-citizens, where entrusted to his 

care. 

As the principle of benevolence, when duly 
cultivated, brings forth fresh shoots, and becomes 
enlarged, so we find this amiable person extending 
the sphere of his usefulness, by becoming an advo- 
cate for the oppressed African race. For this ser- 
vice he seems to have been peculiarly qualified. 
Indeed, as in all great works a variety of talents 
is necessary to bring them to perfection, so Provi- 
dence seems to prepare different men as instru- 
ments, with dispositions and qualifications so vari- 
ous, that each, in pursuing that line which seems 
to suit him best, contributes to furnish those parts, 
which, when put together, make up a complete 
whole. In this point of view, John Woolman 
found, in Anthony Benezet, the coadjutor, whom, 
of all others, the cause required, the former had 
occupied himself principally on the subject of Sla- 
very. The latter went to the rt)ot of the evil, 
and more frequently attacked the Trade. The 
former chiefly confined his labors to America, and 
chiefly to those of his own Society there. The 
latter, when he wrote, did not write for America 
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only, but for Eutope also, and endeavored to 
spread a knowledge and hatred of the traffio 
through the great society of the workL 

One of the means which Anthony Benezet took 
to promote the cause in question, (and an effectual 
one it proved, as far as it went) was to give his 
scholars a due knowledge and proper impressions 
concerning it. Situated as they were likely to 
be, in after-life, in a country where slavery was a 
custom, he thus prepared many, and this annually, 
for the promotion of his plans. 

To enlighten others, and to give them a similar 
bias, he had recourse to different measures from 
time to time. In the almanacs published annually 
in Philadelphia, he procured articles to be inserted, 
which he believed would attract the notice of the 
reader, and make him pause, at least for a while, 
as to the licitness of the Slave-trade. He wrote, 
also, as he saw occasion, in the public papers of 
the day. From small things he proceeded to 
greater. He collected, at length, further informa^ 
tion on the subject, and, winding it up with obser-i 
vations, and reflections, he produced several little 
tracts, which he circulated successively (but gen- 
erally at his own expense) as he considered them 
adapted to the temper and circumstances of the 
times. 

In the course of this his employment, having 
found some who had approved his ttacts and to 
whom, on that account, he wished to write, and 
sending his tracts to others, to whom he thought 
it proper to introduce them by letter^ he fouod 
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himself engaged in a c<MrrespoDdeace, which much 
engroBsed his timei but which proved of great 
importance in procuring many advocates for his 
cause. 

In the year 17629 when he had obtained a still 
greater store of information, he published a larger 
work. This, however, he entitled, A short Ac- 
count of that Pa|[t of Africa inhabited by the Ne- 
groes« In 1767 he published, A Caution and 
Warning to Great Britain and her Colonies, on the 
Calamitous ^tate of the enslaved Negroes in the 
British Dominions: and soon after this, appeared. 
An Historical Account of Guinea, its Situation, 
Produce, and the General Disposition of its Inhabit- 
ants ; with an Inquiry into the Rise and Progress 
of the Slavertrade, its Nature, and Calamitous 
Effects. This pamphlet contained a clear and 
distinct development of the subject, from the best 
auth(»ritieB. It contained also the sentiments of 
many enlightened men upon it; and it became 
instrumental, beyond any other book ever before 
published, in disseminating a proper knowledge 
and detestation of this trade. 

Anthony Benezet may be considered as one of 
the most zealous, vigilant, and active advocates, 
which the cause of the oppressed Africans ever 
had. He seemed to have been born and to have 
lived fer the promotion of it, and therefore he 
never omitted any the least opportunity of serving 
it. If a person called upon him who was going a 
journey, his first thoughts usually were, how he 
could make him an instrument in its favor; and 
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he either gave him tracts to distribute, or he sent 
letters by him, or he gave him some commission 
on the subject, so that he was the means of em- 
ploying several persons at the same time, in vari. 
ous parts of America^ in advancing the work he 
had undertaken. 

In the same manner he availed himself of every 
oth^r circumstance, as^ far as he could, to the 
same end. When he heard that Mr. Granville 
Sharp had obtained, in the year 1772, the noble 
verdict in the cause of Somerset the slave, he 
opened a correspondence with him, which he kept 
up, that there might be an union of action between 
them for the future, as far as it could be effected, 
and that they might each give encouragement to' 
the other to proceed. 

He opened also a correspondence with Greorge 
Whitfield and John Wesley, that these might as* 
sist him in promoting the cause of the expressed. 

He wrote also a letter to the Countess of Hun- 
tingdon on the following subject. She had found* 
ed a college, at the recommendation of George 
Whitfield, called the Orphan-house, near Savan- 
nah, in Georgia, and had endowed it. The ob- 
ject of this institution was, to furnish scholastic 
instruction to the poor, and to prepare some of them 
for the ministry. George Whitfield, ever attentive 
to the cause of the poor African^ thought that 
this institution might have been useful to them 
also; but soon after his death, they who succeeded 
him bought slaves, and these in unusual numbers, 
to extend the rice and indigo plantations belonging 
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to the college. The letter then in question waa 
written by Anthony Beneset, in order to lay before 
the Countess, as a religious woman, the misery 
she was occasioning in Africa, by allowing the 
managers of her college in Georgia to give en^ 
couragement to the Slave-trade. The Countess, 
replied, that such a measure should never have 
her countenance, and that she would take care 
to prevent it. 

On discovering that the Abb6 Raynal had 
brought out his celebrated work, in which he 
manifested a tender feeling in behalf of the ia^ 
jured Africans, he entered 'into a correspondence 
with him, hoping to make him yet more useful 
to their cause. 

Finding, also, in the year 1783, that the 
Blave-trade, which had greatly declined during 
the American war, was reviving, he addressed 
a pathetic letter to our Queen, (as I mentioned 
in the last chapter) who, on bearing the high 
character of the writer of it from Benjamin West, 
received it with marks of peculiar condescension 
and attention. The following is a copy of it. 

" To Charlotte Queen of Great Bntain. 

*^ Impressed with a sense of religious duty, 
and encouraged by the opinion generally enter- 
tained of thy benevolent disposition to succor 
the distressed, I take the liberty, very respect- 
ftiUy, to offer to thy perusal some tracts, wbich^ 
I believe faithfully describe the suffisring condi- 
tioa of many hundred thousands of our fellow* 
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creatures of the African race, great numbers of 
whom, rent from every tender connexion in life, 
are annually taken from their native land, to 
endure, in the American islands and plantations, 
a most rigorous and cruel slavery ; whereby many, 
very many of them, are brought to a melancholy 
and untimely end. 

'* When it is considered that the inhabitants' of 
Great Britain, who are themselves so eminently 
blessed in the enjoyment of religious and civil 
hberty, have long been, and yet are, very deeply 
concerned in this flagrant violation of the com- 
mon rights of mankind, and that even its national 
authority is exerted in support * of the African 
Slave-trade, there is much reason to apprehend, 
that this has been, and, as long as the evil ex- 
ists, will continue to be, an occasion of drawing 
down the Divine displeasure on the nation and 
its dependencies. May these considerations in- 
duce thee to interpose thy kind endeavors in be- 
half of this greatly injured people, whose abject 
situation gives them an additional claim to the 
pity and assistance of the generous mind, inas- 
much as they are altogether deprived of the means 
of soliciting effectual relief for themselves ; that 
so thou mayest not only be a blessed instrument 
in the hand of him ^ by whom kings reign and 
princes decree jystice,' to avert the awful judg- 
ments by which the empire has already been so 
remarkably shaken, but that the blessings of 
thousands ready to perish may come upon thee, 
at a time when the superior advantages attendant 
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on thy situation in this world will no longer b^ 
of any avail to thy consolation and support. 

*' To the tracts on this subject to which I have 
thus ventured to crave thy particular attention, 
I have added some which at different times I 
have believed it my duty to publish,* and which, 
I trust, will afford thee some satisfaction, their 
design being for the furtherance of that universal 
peace and good will amongst men, which the 
Gospel was intended to introduce. 

^^ I hope thou wilt kindly excuse the freedom 

used on this occasion by an ancient man, whose 

mind, for more than forty years past, has been 

much separated from the common intercourse of 

the world, and long painfully exercised in the 

consideration of the miseries under which so large 

a part of mankind, equally with us the objects of 

redeeming love, are suffering the most unjust and 

grievous oppression, and who sincerely desires thy 

temporal and eternal felicity, and that of thy royal 

consort. 

"Anthony Bknezet.'* 

Anthony Benezet, besides the care he bestowed 
upon forwarding the cause of the oppressed Afri- 
cans in different parts of the world, found time to 
promote the comforts and improve the condition 
of those in the state in which he lived. Appre- 
hending that much advantage would arise both 
to them and the public, from instructing them 

' * These related to the principles of the religioiis society of the 
Ciuaken. 
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in common learning, he siealously promoted the 
establishment of a school for that purpose. Much 
of the two last years of his life he devoted to a 
personal attendance on this school, being earnest- 
ly desirous that they who came to it might be 
better qualified for the enjoyment of that free- 
dom to which great numbers of them had been 
then restored. To this he sacrificed the superior 
emoluments of his former school, and his bodily 
ease also, although the weakness of his consti- 
tution seemed to demand indulgence. By his 
last will he directed, that, after the decease of his 
widow, his whole little fortune (the savings of the 
industry of fifty years), should, except a few very 
small legacies, be appUed to the support of it. 
During his attendance upon it he had the happi- 
ness to find, (and his situation enabled him to 
make the comparison), that Providence had been 
equally liberal to the Africans in genius and 
talents as to other people. 

After a few days illness, this excellent man 
died at Philadelphia in the spring of 1784. The 
interment of his remains was attended by several 
thousands of all ranks, professions, and parties, 
who united in deploring their loss. The mourn- 
ful procession wair clewed by some hundreds of 
those poor Africans, who had been personally 
benefited by his labors, and whose behavior on 
the occasioti showed the gratitude and afiection 
they considered to be due to him as their own 
private benefactor, as well as the benefactor ci 

their whole race. 
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Such, then, were the labors of the Quakers, in 
America, of individuals, from 1718 to 1784, and 
of the body at large, from 1696 to 1787, in this 
great cause jof humanity and religion. Nor were 
the effects produced from these otherwise than 
corresponding with what might have been ex- 
pected from such an union of exertion in such a 
cause ; for both the evils, that is, the evil of buy- 
ing and selling, and the evil of using, slaves, 
ceased at length with the members of this benevo- 
lent Society. The leaving off all concern with 
the Slave-trade took place first. The abolition of 
slavery, though it followed, was not so speedily 
accomplished ; for, besides the loss of property, 
when slaves were manumitted without any pecu- 
niary consideration in return, their owners had to 
struggle, in making them free, against the laws 
and customs of the times. In Pennsylvania, 
where the law in this respect was the most favor- 
able, the parties wishing to give freedom to a 
slave were obliged to enter into a bond for the 
payment of thirty pounds currency, in case the 
said slave should become chargeable for main- 
tenance. In New Jersey the terms were far less 
favorable, as the estcU.e of the owner remained 
liable to the consequences of -misconduct in the 
slave, or even in his posterity. In the southern 
parts of America manumission was not permitted, 
but on terms amounting nearly to a prohibition. 
But, notwithstanding these difficulties, the Qua- 
kers could not be deterred, as they became con- 
vinced of the unlawfulness of holding men ki 
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loodagC) from doing that which they believed 
to be tight. Many liberated i\^x slaves^ what-» 
ever the consequences were, ana some gave the 
most splendid example in doing it, not only by 
eon8enting,-a8 others did, thus to give up their 
property, and to incur, the penalties of manumis- 
sion, but by calculating and giving what was due 
to them, over and above their food and clothing, 
for wages* from the beginning of their slavery 
to the day when their liberation commenced* 
Thus'^ manumission went on, some sacrificing 
more, and others less ; some granting it sooner, 
and others later ; till, in the year 1787,f there 
was not a slave in the possession of an acknowU 
edged t^uaker. 

Having given to the reader the history of the 
third class of forerunners and coadjutors, as it con* 
sisted of tlie Quakers in America, I am now to 
continue it, as it consisted of an union of these 
with others on the same continent in the year 
1774, in behalf of the African race. To do this I 
shall begin with the causes which led to the pro- 
duction of this great event. 

And in the first place, as example is more 
powerful than precept, we ^annot suppose that the 
Quakers could ha>^ shown these noble instances 

* One of the brightest instances was that afforded by Warner 
Mifffin. He gave uDConditioDal liberty to his slaves. He paid all 
the adults, on their discharge, the sum, which arbitrators, mutually 
chosen, awarded them. 

t Previously to the year 1787, several of the states bad made 
1kt6 terms of manumission more easy. ^ 
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of reKgious prmeipiei without Bupposing dim Qml 
individualB of otl^r religious denominatioiiB wouU 
be morally instructed by them. They who Uftd 
in the neighborhood where they took placoi must 
have become acquainted with the motives which 
led to them. Some of them must at least have 
praised the action, though they might not them- 
selves have been ripe to follow the example. 
Nor is it at all improbable that these might be 
led, in the course of the workings of their ovm 
mindsy to a comparison between their ovrik ccn:^ 
duct and that of the Quakers on this subject, in 
which they themselves might appear to be less 
worthy in their own eyes. And as there is 8(»ne« 
times a spirit of rivalship among the in<ff(dduals 
of rfligious sects, where the character of one is 
sounded forth as higher than that of another; 
this, if excited by such a circumstance, would 
probably operate for good. It mdst have been 
manifest also to many, after a lapse of time, that 
there was no danger in what the Quakers had 
done, and that there was even sound policy in the 
measure. But whatever were the several causes^ 
certain it is, that the example of the Quakers in 
leaving off all concern^if ith the Slave-trade, and in 
liberating their daves (scattered as they were ovei^ 
various parts of America) contributed to produce 
in many of a different religious denomination from 
themselves, a more tender disposition than had 
been usual towards the African race. 

But a similar disposition towards these op- 
pressed people was created in others by meant tt 
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^iber cif cumatancea or eauaee. In the early par^ 
^ the eighteen^ century, Judg^ Sewell of New 
Paglaiid came forward as a zealous advocate foe 
them. He addressed a memorial to the legisla* 
ture, which he called The Selling of Joseph, and 
in which he pleaded then* cause both as a law* 
yer and a Christian. This memorial produced an 
effect upon many, but particdhtrly upon those of 
his own persuasion ; and from this time the Pres^ 
byterians appear to have encouraged a sympathy 
m thill favor. 

In the year 1739, the celebrated Greorge Whit« 
field became an instrument in turning the atten- 
tion of many others to their hard case, and of be- 
gettin^in these a fellow sypipathy towards them. 
This laborious minister, paving been deeplp af. 
fected with what he had seen in the course of his 
religious travels in America, thought it his duty 
to address a letter from Georgia to the inhabitant^ 
of Maryland, Virginia^ and North and ^outh Car- 
oUna. This letter was printed in the year above 
inentioned, and is in part as follows : — 

^' As I lately passed through your provinces in 
my way hither, I was sensibly touched with a 
fellow-feeling for the miser^s of the poor Negroea 
Whether it be law|||| for (Jlkristians to buy slaves^, 
and thereby encourage the nations from whom 
Ihey are bought to b^ at perpetual war with each 
other, I shall not take upon me to determine. 
Sure I am it is sinful, when they have bought 
them, to use them as bad as though they were 
htutes, nay w<HBe ; and whatever particular px^ 
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ceptions there may be (as I would charitabtjr 
hope there are di)fne)| I fear the generality of you, 
who own Negroes, are liable to such a charge ; 
for your slaves, I believe, work as hard, if no( 
harder than the horses whereon you ride. These, 
after they have done their work, are fed and taken 
propet care of; but many Negroes when wearied 
with labot in your plantations, have been obliged 
to grind their corn aftter their return home. Your 
dogs are caressed and fondled at your table ; but 
your slaves, who are frequently styled iigs or 
beasts, have not an equal [Hrivilege. They are 
scarce permitted to pick up the crumbs which 
fall from their master's table. Not to mention 
what numbers have been given up to iUb inhu- 
mazf usage of cruel taskmasters who, by their un- 
relenting scourges have pl6ughed their backs, and 
made long fdrrows, and at length brought them 
even unto death. When passing along I have 
viewed your plantations cleared and cultivated, 
many spacious houses built, and the owners of 
them faring sumptuously every day, my blood has 
frequently almost run cold within me, to consider 
how many of your slaves had neither convenient 
food to eat nor proper raiment to put on, not- 
withstanding most of the coidtrts you enjoy were 
tsolely owing to their indefatigable labors." ^ 

The letter, from which this is an extract, pro- 
duced a desirable effect upon many of those who 
perused it, but particularly upon such as began 
to be seriously disposed in these times. And as 
Oeorge Whitfield continued a firm friend to the 









r 



ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE-TRADE. 148 

peer Afiicaos, never losing an opportunity of 
serving them, he interested, in the course of his 
useful life, many thousands of his followers ii| 
^heir favor. 

To this account it may be addedj that fi^om 
the year 1762, ministers, who we^e in the con-t 
nection of John Wesley, began tQ be settled in 
America, and that aa these were friends to the 
oppressed Africans also, so they contributed in 
their turn^ to promote a softness of feeling towards 
them among those of their own persuasion. 

In consequence then of these and other causes, 
a considerable number of persons of various re- 
ligious denominations had appeared at different 
times in America, besides the Quakers, who, 
though they had not distinguished tUbmselves by 
resolutions and manumissions as religious bodies, 
were yet highly friendly to the African cause. 
This friendly disposition began to manifest itself 
aboi^he year 1770 : for when a few Quakers, as 
individuals, began at that time to form little asso- 
ciations in the middle provinces of North America, 
to discourage the introduction of slaves among 
people in their own neigJiborhoods, who were not 
of their own Society, and to encourage the manu-p 

* It must not be forgotten that the example of the Moravians 
had its influence, also, in directing men to their duty towards these 
oppressed people; for th<||gfa, when they visited this part of the 
world for their conversion, they never meddled with die ^litical 
state of things, by recommending it to masters to a^ the condi- 
tion of their slaves, as believing reli^n could give Anfort in the 
most abject situations in life, yet they uniformly 60^ those slaveo^ 
who came into their own posseasicm. 
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mSflsion of thoee already in bondage, they wera 
joined as colleagues by several persons of this de- 
teription,* who co-operated with them in the pro- 
motion of their design. a 

This disposition^ however, became more mani- 
fest in the year 1772 ; for the House of Burgesses 
of Virginia presented a petition to the King, be- 
seeching his majesty to remove all those restraints 
on his governors of that colony, which inhibited 
their assent to such laws, as might check that in- 
human and impolitic commerce, the Slave-trade : 
and it is remarkable, that the refusal of the British 
government to permit the Virginians to exclude 
slaves from among them by law, was enumerated 
afterwards among the public reasons for separat- 
ing from the mother country. 

But this friendly disposition was greatly in- 
creased in the year 1773, by the literary labors 
of Dr, Benjamin Rush of Philadelphia,f who, I 
believe, is a member of the Presbyterian olprch. 
For in this year, at the instigation of Anftiony 
Benezet, he took up the cause of th^ oppressed 
Africans in a little work, which he entitled, An 
Address to the Inhabitant^ of the British Settle«» 
Bients on the Slavery of the Negroes : and soon 
idlerwarda in another, which wlis a vindication of 



^ It then appeared that individualB wtmag Ihoee of tbe cfaoieh ef 
fib^and, Roman Cathoiice, Praabyteriana, Metliodiata^ and otiiera, 
had begun %« few instanoea td liberate their davea. 

t Dr. RttV baa been better known eince for hia other literary 
wofka; Bocfa aa his Medical DiaseitatianayhiaTraatiaeeon tfaeDii» 
cipline of Schools, Criminal Lew, &c. 
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the first, in answer to an acrimonious attack by a 
West Indian planter. These publicatioiKi con- 
tained many new observations. They were writ- 
ten in a poUshed style ; and while they exhibjj^d 
the erudition and talents, they showed the liber- 
ality and benevolence of the author. Having had 
a considerable circula^on, they spKad conviction 
among many, and promoted the cause for which 
they had been so laudably undertaken. Of t)|e 
great increase of friendly disposition towards the 
African cause in this very year, we have this re- 
«arkable proof ; that when the Quakers, Uving 
in East and West Jersey, wished to petition the 
legislature to obtain an act of assembly for the 
more equitable manumission of slaves in that 
' province, so many othiip of different persuasions 
joined themAhat the petition was signed by up- 
wards of three thousand persons. 

But in the next y%ar, or in the year 1774,* the 
inciMeed good will towards the Africans became so 
apparent, but more particularly in Pennsylvania, 
where the Quakers were more numerous than in 
any other state, that they, who considered them- 
selves more immediately as the friends of these 
injured people, thought it right to avail themselves 
of it ; and accordingly James Pemberton, one of 
the most conspicuous of the Quakers in Pennlj^l- 
vania, and Dr. RudU, one of the most cons|j|puou0 

* In this year, Elhanan Winchester, a supporter ^ihe doctrine 
of lyiiYersal redemption, turned the attention of many of his hearers 
to this subject, both by private int^erence and by preaching ex« 
pressly upon it 
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of those belonging to the various other religiooul 
commviitieB in that province, undertook, in con- 
junction with others, the important task of bring- 
ii^ those into a society who were friendly to thi# 
cause. In this undertaking they succeeded. And 
hence arose that union of the Quakers with others, 
to which I hawbven direciaig the attention of the 
reader, and by which the third class of forerun- 
Q^s and coadjutors becomes now complete. This 
society, which was confined to Pennsylvania, was 
the first ever formed in America, in which there 
was an union of persons of different religious do* 
nominations in behalf of the African race. 

But this society had scarcely begun to act, when 
the war bro^ out between England and America, 
which had the effect of cbecking its operations. 
This was considered as a severe Nkw upon it. 
But as those things which appear most to our dis- 
advantage, turn out often the most to our benefit, 
so the war, by giving birth to the independe^j^ of 
America, was ultimately favorable to its progifss. 
For as this contest had produced durif|ff its con- 
tinuance, so it left, when it was over, a general 
enthusiasm for liberty. Mftiy talked of little else 
bm of the freedom they had gained. These were 
naturally led to the consideration of those among 
them, who were groaning in bondage. They be- 
gan tf^feel for their hard cAe. They began to 
think that they should not deserve the new bless- 
ing which they had acquired, if they denied it to 
others. Thus the discussions, which originated in 
this contest, became the occasion of turning th^ 
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attention of many, who might not otherwise have 
thought of it, towards the miserable condi|^on of 
the slaves. * t 

' Nor were writers wanting, who, influenced by 
considerations on the war and the independence 
resulting from it, made their works subservient to 
the same benevolent jtnd. A Wctky entitled, A 
Serious Address to the Rulers of America on the 
Inconsistency of their Conduct respecting Slaver]^ 
forming a Contrast between the Encroachments 
of England on American Liberty and American 
Mustice in tolerating Slavery, which appeared in 
1783, was particularly instrumental in producing 
this effect. This excited a more than usual atten- 
tion to the case of these oppressed people, and 
where mfit of all it omld be useful. For the 
author comp|||ed in two opposite columns the ani- 
mated speeches and resolutions of the members of 
Congress in behalf of their own liberty with their 
conduet in continuing slavery to others. Hence 
the legislature began to feiel the inconsistency of 
the practice ; and so far had the sense of this in- 
consistency spread there, that when the dele-i 
gates met from each stfte, to consider of a federal 
union, there was a desire that the abolition of im 
Slave-trade should be one of the articles in it. 
This was, however, opposed by the delegates frdm 
North and South Olirolina, Virginia, Marj^and, 
and Georgia, the five states which had the greatest 
concern in slaves. But even these offereAtto agree 
(o the article, provided a condition was annexed 
to it, (which was afterwards done), that the power 



148 THE HIBT0R7 OF THE 

of such abolition should not commence in the 
legisl^ure till the first of January 1808. 

In consequence then •f these different circum- 
stances, the society of Pennsylvania, the object of 
wnich was " for promoting the abolition of slavery 
and the relief of free Negroes unlawfully held in 
bondage," beqiiiii^ so popul^, that in the year 1787 
it was thought desirable To enlarge it. Accord- 
ingly several new members were admitted into 
it. The celebrated Dr. Franklin, who had long 
warmly espoused the cause of the injured Afri- 
cans, was appointed president ; James Pembert|p 
and Jonathan Penrose were appointed vice-pre^- 
dents ; Dr. Benjamin Rush and Tench Coxe, sec- 
retaries ; James Star, treasurer ; William Lewis, 
John D. Coxe, Miers Fi«]^er, and William Rawie, 
counsellors ; Thomas Harrison, H^than Boys, 
James Whiteall, James Reed, John Todd, Thomas 
Armatt, Norris Jones, Sanuiel Richards, Francis 
Bayley, Andrew Carson, John Warner, and Jacob 
Shoemaker, Jr., an electing committee ; and 
Thomas Shields, Thomas Parker, John Oldden, 
William Zane, John Warner, and William M'El- 
henny, an acting commiflpe for carrying on the 
^rposes of the institution. 

I shall now only observe further upon this sub- 
ject, that as a society, consisting of an union of 
the Quakers, with others ef other religious de- 
nominations, was Established for Pennsylvania in 
behalf of the oppressed Africans, so different so- 
cieties, consisting each of a similar union of per- 
sons, were established In New York, Connecticut^ 
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Ke^RT Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, and other stated 
for the same object, and that these afterwards 
lield a correspondence and personal communion 
with each other for the promotion of it. 
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THEM ALL. 

If the readef will xefer to his recollection, he 
will find, that I have given the history of three 
of the classes of the forerunners and coadjutors in 
the great cause of the abolition of the Slave-trade 
up to the time proposed. He will of course ex- 
pect that I should prooeed with the history of the 
fourth. But, as I foresee that, by making certain 
observations upon the classes already introduced in 
the present rather than in any future place, I dsM 
be able to give him clearer views on the sijbject, 
I shall postpone the history of the remaining class 
to the next chapter. 

The account, which I shall now give, will ex- 
hibit a concurrence of extraordinary and important 

VOL. I, IS* 



150 THE HIBTOBT 99 THE ^4 

circumstances. It will show, first, that in each of 
the three classes now introduced, there were indi* 
viduals in the year 1787, who had been educated 
as it were for the purpose of becoming peculiarly 
qualified to act together for the promotion of the 
abolition of the Slave-trade. It will show, second- 
ly, that these, with their respective classes, acted 
upon their own principles, distinctly and independ- 
ently of each other. And, lastly, that by means 
of circumstances, which they themselves had 
neither foreseen nor contrived, a junction between 
them was rendered easily practicable, and thM 
it was beginning to take place at the periX^ 
assigned. 

The first class of forerunners and coadjutors 
consisted principally, as it has appeared^f persons 
in England of various descriptions. These, I may 
observe, had no communication with each other 
as to any plan for the abolition of the Slave-trade. 
There were two individuals, however, among 
them, who were more conspicuous than the rest, 
namely, Granville Sharp, the first laborer, and 
Mr. Ramsay, the first controversial writer in the 
cause. 

- That Granville Sharp received an education as 
if to become qualified to unite with others, in the 
year 1787, for this important object, must have 
appeared from the history of his labors, as detailed 
in several of the preceding pages. The same 
may be said of Mr. Ramsay ; for it has already- 
appeared that he lived in the island of St. Christo- 
pher, where he made his observations, and studied 
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file lliws, relative to the treatment of slaveB, for 
Bineteen years. 

That Granville Sharp acted on grounds distinct 
from those in any of the other classes is certain. 
For he knew nothing at this time either of Xhe 
Quakers in England or of those in America, any 
more than that they existed by name. Had it not 
been for the case of Jonathan Strong, he might 
never have attached himself to the cause. A 
similar account may be given of Mr. Ramsay ; for, 
if it had not been for what he had seen in the 
island of St. Christopher, he had never embarked 
in it. It was from scenes, which he had witnessed 
there, that he began to feel on the subject. These 
feelings he communicated to others on his return 
to Englanyd) and these urged him into action. 

With respect to the second class, the reader 
will recollect that it consisted of the Quakers in 
England : first, of Greorge Fox ; then of the Qua- 
kers as a body ; then of individuals belonging to 
that body, who formed themselves into a com- 
mittee, independently of it, for the promotion of 
the object in question. This committee, it may be 
remembered, consisted of six persons, of whom one 
was William Dillwyn. 

That William Dillwyil became fitted for the sta* 
tion, which he was afterwards to take, will be seen 
shortly. He was bom in America, and was a 
pupil of the venerable Benezet, who took pains 
very early to interest his feelings on this great Bvb^ 
ject. Benezet employed him occasionally, I meaa 
in a friendly manner, as his amanuensis, to copy 
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hiB pianuBcripts for pubUcatioo^ as well Jas several 
of his letters written in behalf of the cause. Thia 
gave his scholar an insight into the subject, who, 
living besides in the land where both the Slave* 
trade and slavery were established, obtained an 
additional knowledge of them, so as to be able to 
refute many of those objections, to which others 
for want of local observation could never have 
replied. 

In the year 1772, Anthony Benezet introduced 
William Dillwyn by letter to several of the prin- 
cipal people of Carolina, with whom he had him- 
self before corresponded on the sufferings of the 
poor Africans, and desired him to have interviews 
with them on the subject. He charged him 
also to be very particular in making obpervations 
as to what he should see there. This journey 
^ was of great use to the latter in fixing him as the 
friend of these oppressed people, for he saw so 
much of their cruel treatment in the course of it^ 
that he felt an anxiety ever afterwards, amounting 
to a duty, to do every thing in his power fot their 
relief. 

In the year 1773, William Dillwyn, in conjunct 
tion with Richard Wells and Daniel Smith, two 
of his own Society, wrote e pamphlet in answer to 
arguments then prevailing, that the manumis8i<MI 
of slaves would be injurious. This pamphlet, 
which was entitled. Brief Considerations on Sla* 
very, and the Expediency of its Abolition, with 
0ome Hints on the Means whereby it may be grad* 
ually effected, proved that in lieu of the usual 
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security required, certain sums p&id at the set^al 
periods of maouimBsioii would amply secure the 
public, as well as the owners of the slaves, from 
cmy future burdens. In the same year also, when 
the society, joined hy several hundreds of others 
in New Jersey, presented a petition to the legisla- 
ture (as mentioned in the former chapter) to 
obtain an act of assembly for the more equitaU^ 
manumission of slaves in that province, William 
DiUwyn was one of a deputation, which was heard 
at the bar of the assembly for that purpose. 

In 1774 he came to England, but his attention 
was still kept alive to the subject. For he was 
the person, by whom Anthony Benezet sent his 
letter to the Countess of Huntingdon, as before 
related. He was also the person^ to whom the 
same venerable defender of the African race seni 
^his letter before spoken ^ to be forwarded to the 
Queen. 

That William DiUwyn and those of his own 
dass in England acted upon motives very distinct 
from those of- the former class may be said with 
truth, for they acted upon the constitutional prin- 
ciples of their own Society, as incorporated intp 
its discipline, which priofiples would always have 
incited them to the subversion 6f slavery, as far 
as they thebaselves were concerned, whether any 
^ther persons had abolidied it or not. To which 
it may be added, as a further proof of the origi<» 
tiality of their motives, that the Quakers have 
had ever since their institution as a religious body, 
but little intercourse with the world. 
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The third class, to which I now come, coneisted, 
as we have seen, first of the Quakers in America ; 
and secondly, of an union of these with others oa 
the same continent. The principal individuals 
concerned in this union were James Pembertou 
and Dr. Rush. The former of these, having taken 
an active part in several of the yearly meetings of 
hiig own Society relative to the oppressed Africans, 
and having been in habits of intimacy and friend- 
shtp with John Woolraan and Anthony Benezet, 
with the result Of whose labors he was acquainted, 
may be supposed to have become qualified to take 
a leading station in the promotion of their cause. 
Dr. Rush also had shown himself, as has appeared, 
'an able advocate, and had even sustained a con- 
troversy in their faVor. That the two last men- 
tioned acted also on motives of their own, or inde- 
pendently of those belonging to the other two 
classes when they formed their association in 
Pennsylvania, Will be obvious from thede circum- 
stances ; first, that most of those of the first class, 
who contributed to throw the greatest light and 
odium upon the Slave-trade, had not then made 
their public a'ppearance in the world. And, 
with respect to the sei^nd class, the little com- 
mittee belonging to it had neither been formed 
nor thought of, 

And as the individuals in each of the three 
classes, who have now been mentioned, had an 
education as it were to qualify them for acting to- 
gether in this great cause, and had moved inde- 
pendently of each other, so it will appear that, by 
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means of circumstances which they themselv^es 
bad neither foreseen ncK contrived, a junction be« 
tween them was icendered easily practicable, and 
that it was beginning to take place at the perio4[ 
assigned. 

To. show this, I must first remind the reader, 
that Anthony Benezet, as soon as be heard of the 
result of the case of Somerset^ opened a corresn 
pondence with Granville Sharp, which was kept^ 
up to the encouragement of both. In the yeac 
1774, when he learned that William Dillwyn was 
gdng to England, he gave him lexers to that 
gentleman, Thu^ one of the most conspicuous of 
the second class was introduced, accidentally as H 
were, to one of the most conspicuous of the first, 
In the year 1775, William Dillwyn went back to 
America, but, on his return to England to settle, 
he renewed his visits to Granville Sharp. Thus 
the connexion was continued. To these observa- 
tions I may now add ; that Samuel Hoare, of the 
same class as William Dillwyn, had, in conse-r 
quence of the Bishop of Chester's sermon, begun 
a correspondence in 1784, as before mentioned, 
with Mr. Ramsay, who was of the same class as 
Mr. Sharp. Thus four individuals of the two 
first classes were in the way of an union with one 
another. 

But circumstances equally natural contributed 
to render an union between the members of the 
second and th^ third classes easily practicable 
also. For what waa more natural than that Wil- 
liam Dillwyn, who was born and who had reside^ 
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long in America, should have connexioiui there t 
He had long cultivated a friendship (not then 
knowing to what it would lead) with James 
^emberton, His intimacy with him was like 
that of a family connexion. They corresponded 
together. They corresponded abo as kindred 
hearts, relative to the Slave-trade, Thus two 
members of the second and third classes had 
opened an intercourse on the subject, and thus 
was William Dillwyn the great medium, through 
whom the members of the two classes now 
mentioned, as well as the members of all the 
three might be easily united also, if a fit occasion 
should offer. 



, CHAPTER VII, 

FOUBTH CLASS OF F0BSBUNNSR8 AND COADJUTORS UP TO 1787.— I)B. 
PSOKABD, ▼XCS-CRANCEI.LOB OF THE UltlTBBSITT. OF CaMBBUMIX, THB 
FIRST OF THESE— OITX8 OUT THE SlATX-TBADB AS THE SUBJECT FOB 
ONE OF THE ANNUAL PRIZES.— AUTtitOB WBITES AND OBTAINS THE FIRST 

OF THESE.- Reads Ina DisaBETATXoN im the SENATi-Hovsit m tub 

SUMMBB OF 1785. — ^HlS FEELINGS ON THE SUBJECT DUBINO HIS BETURH 
HOME. — ^Is DESIBOUS OF AIDING THE CAUSE OF THB AfRIOANS, BUT 8BX8 
OBIAT DIFFI0ULTIE8— DBTBBMXNX8 TO PVBfJSH 0X8 PBIZS B8SAT Ff>B 
THIS PURPOSE — IS ACCIDENTALLY THBOWN INTO THE WAT OF JaBCBS 

Phillips, who intboducbs him to Wi Dillwtn, the oONNXcniia 

H^inVK or TH< THREE CLASSES BSFOBB MENTIONEBh-rAlfD TO 6. 

99ARP, AND Mr. Ramsay— and to R. Phillips. 

I PROCEED now to the fdurth class of forerun* 
Iiers and coadjutors up to the year 1787, in the 
great cause of the abolition of the Slave-trade. 
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The first of these, was Dr. Peckard. This gen* 
tleman had distinguished himself in the earlier 
part of his life by certain publications on the inter- 
mediate state of the soul, and by others in favor 
of civil and religious liberty. To the latter cause 
he was a warm friend, seldom omitting any oppor« 
tunity of declaring his sentiments in its favor. 
Jn the course of his preferment he was appointed 
by Sir John GriflSn, afterwards Lord Howard, of 
Walden, to the mastership of Magdalen College 
in the University of Cambridge. In this high 
office he considered it to be his duty to support 
those doctrines which he had espoused when in 
an inferior station ; and accordingly, when in the 
year 178i4, it devolved upon him to preach a ser- 
mon before the University of Cambridge, he chose 
his favorite subject, in the handling of Which he 
took an opportunity of speaking of the Slave- 
trade in the following nervous manner : — 

" Now, whether we consider the crime, with 
respect to the individuals concerned in this most 
barbarous and cruel traffic, or whether we consider 
it as patronized and encouraged by the laws of the 
land, it presents to ouryiew an equal degree of 
ODormity. A crime, founded on a dreadful pre- 
eminence in wickedness : a crime which^ being 
both of individuals and the nation, must some 
time draw down upon us the heaviest judgment 
of Almighty Gtod, who made of one blood ail the 
sons of men, and who gave to all equally a natural 
right to liberty ^ and who^ ruling all the kingdoms 
of the earth with equal providential justice, can- 
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not suffer such deliberate, such monstrous iniquity, 
to pass long unpunished." 

But Dr. Peckard did not consider this deliyery 
Df his testimony, though it was given before a 
learned and religious body, as a suflScient discharge 
of his duty, while any opportunity remained of 
renewing it with effect. And, as such an one 
offered in the year 1785, when he was vice-chan- 
cellor of the University, he embraced it. In con- 
«equence of his office, it devolved upon him to 
' give out two subjects for Latin dissertations, one 
to the middle bachelors, and the other to the senior 
bachelors of arts. They who produced the best 
-were to obtain the prizes. To the lattfer, he pro- 
posed the following: ** Anne liceat Invitos in Ser*. 
vitutem dare T or, *^ Is it right to make slaves of 
others against their will 1" 

• This circumstance of giving out the subjects for 
the prizes, though only an ordinary measure, be- 
came the occasion of ray own labors, or of the 
real honor which 1 feel in being able to consider 
myself as the next coadjutor of this class, in the 
cause of the injured Africans. For it happened 
in this year that, being of the order of senior bach- 
elors, I became qualified to write. I had gained 
a prize for the best Latin dissertation in the former 
year, and, therefore, it was expected that I should 
obtain one in the present, or I should be considered 
as having lost my reputation both in the eyes of 
the University and of my own College. It had 
happened also, that I had been honored with the 
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first of the prizes* in that year, and therefore it 
was expected again, that I e^ould obtain the first 
on this occasion. The acquisition of the second, 
however honorable, would have been considered 
as a lalling off, or as a loss of former fame. I felt 
myself, therefore, particularly called upon to main- 
tain my post. And, with feeUngs of this kind, I 
began to prepare myself for the question. 
. In studying the thesis, I conceived it to point 
directly to the African Slave-trade, and more par- 
ticularly as I knew that Dr. Peckard, in the ser- 
mon which I have mentioned, had pronounced so 
warmly against it. At any rate, I determined to 
give it this construction: But, alas 1 I was whcdly 
ignorant of this subject ; and, what was unfortun- 
ate, a few weeks only were allowed for the com- 
position. I was determined, however, to make the 
best use of my time. I got access to the manu- 
script papers of a deceased friend, who had been in 
the trade. I was acquainted also with several 
officers who had been in the West Indies, and 
from these I gained something. But I still felt 
myself at a loss for materials, and I did not know 
where to get them ; when going by accident into 
a friend's house, I took up a newspaper then Ijring 
on his table. One of the articles, which attracted 
my notice, was an advertisement of Anthony Ben- 
ezet's Historical Account of Guinea. I soon left 
my friend and his paper, and, to lose no time, 



* There are two prizes on each subject, one for the best and the 
other for the second-best essays. 
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hastened to London to buy it. In this pseciouis 
book I found almost all I wanted. I obtained, by 
means of it a knowledge of, and gained access to, 
the great authorities of ^danson, Moor, Barbot, 
Smith, Bosmiein, and others. It was of great con- 
sequence to know what these persons had said 
upon this subject. For, having been themselves 
either long resident in Africa, or very frequently 
there, their knowledge of it could not be questioned. 
Having been concerned also in the trade, it was 
not likely that they would criminate themselves 
more than they could avoid. Writing too at a 
time, when the abolition was not even thought of, 
they could not have been biased with any view to 
that event. And, lastly, having been dead many 
years, they could not have been influenced, as liv- 
ing evidences may be supposed to have been, either 
to conceal or to exaggerate, as their own interest 
might lead them, either by being concerned in the 
continuance of the trade, or by supporting the 
opinions of those of their patrons in power, who 
were on the different sides of this question. 

Furnished then in this manner, I began my 
work. But no person can tell the severe trial, 
which the writing of it proved to me. 1 had ex- 
pected pleasure from the invention of the argu- 
ments, from the arrangement of them, from the 
putting of them together, and from the thought in 
the interim that I was engaged in an innocent con- 
test for literary honor. But all my pleasure was 
damped by the facts which were now continually 
before me. It was but one gloomy subject from 
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naoming to mght. In the: day-time I was uneasy. 
bt the night I had littie rest. I sometimes never 
eiosed my eyelids for grief. It became now not 
so much a trial for academical reputation, as for 
the production of a work, which might be useful 
to injured Africa. And keeping thia idea in my 
mind oyer after the petusal of Benezet, I always 
slept with a candle in my room, that i might rise 
out of bed and put down such thoughts as might 
occur to me in the night, if i judged them valua- 
ble, conceiving that no arguments of any moment 
should be. feat in so great a cause. Having at 
length finished this painful task, I sent my Essay 
to the vice-chanceUor, and soon afterwards found 
myself honored as before, with the first prize. 

As it is usual to read these essays publicly in 
the senate^boof e soon after the prize is adjudged, 
I was called to Cambridge for this purpose. I 
went and performed ray office. On returning how- 
ever to London, the subject of it almost wholly 
engrossed my thoughts. I becausie at times very 
seriously affected while upon the lOad. I stopped 
-my horse occasionally, and dismounted and walk-^ 
ed. I frequently tried to persuade myself in these 
intervals that the contents of my Essay could not 
be true. The more however I reflected upon 
them, or rather upon the authorities on which they 
were founded, the more I gave them credit. Com- 
ing in sight of Wades Mill in Hertfordshire, I sat 
down disconsolate on the turf by the road^side 
and held my horse. Here a thought came into 
my mind, that if the contents of the Essay were 
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true, it W9ifi time some person should see these 
calamities to their end. . Agitated in this manner 
I reached home. This was in the summer of 
1785, 

In the course of the autumn of the same year I 
experienced similar impressions. I walked fre- 
quently into the woods, that I might think on the 
subject in solitude, and find relief to my mind 
there. But there the question still recurred, 
*^ Are these things true?" Still the answer f<d- 
lowed as instantaneoi:»ly " They are." Still the 
result accompanied it, ^^ Then surely some person 
should interfere." I then began to envy those 
who had seats in parUament^ and who had great 
riches, and widely extended connexions, which 
would enable them to take up thitt cause. Find- 
ing scarcely any one at that time who thought of 
it,. I was turned frequently to myself. But here 
many difficulties arose. It struck me, among 
others, that a young man of only twenty-four years 
of age could not have that solid judgment, or 
knowledge of men, manners, and things, which 
were requisite to qualify him to undertake a task 
of such magnitude and importance; and with 
whom was I to unite? I believed also that it 
looked so. much like one of the feigned labors of 
Hercules, that my understanding would be sus- 
pected if ^proposed it. On ruminating however 
on the subject, I found one thing at least practi- 
cable, and that this also was in my power. I 
could translate my Latin dissertation. I could 
enlarge it usefully, I could see how the puMic. 
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received it, or how far they were likely 1^ favor 
any serious measttrefii, which dhouM have a ten^ 
dency to produce the abolition of the Slave-trade. 
Upon this then I deterimned : and in the middle 
of the month of November 1785, I began my 
work. 

By the middle of January, I had finished half 
of it, though I had made considerable additions^ 
I now thought of engaging with some bookseller 
to print it when finished. For this purpose I call- 
ed upon Mr. Gadell, in the Strand, and consulted 
him about it. He said, that as the original Essay 
had been honored by the University of Cambridge 
with the first prize, this circumstance would en^- 
sure it a respectable circulation among persons of 
taste. I own I was not much pleased with his 
opinion. I wished the Essay to find its way 
among useful people, and among such as would 
think and act with me. Accordingly I left Mr^ 
Cadell, after having thanked him for his civility, 
and determined, as I thought I had time sufficient 
before dinner, to call upon a friend in the city. 
In going past the Royal Exchatlge, Mr. Joseph 
Hancock, one of the religious society of the Qua^ 
kers, and with vrhose family my own had been 
long united in friendship, suddenly met me. He 
first accosted me by saying that I was the person, 
whom he was wishing to see. He then asked 
me why I had not published my Prize Essay. I 
asked him in return what had made him think of 
that subject in particular. He replied, that his 
<>tm Society had lotig taken it up as a religious 
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twdy* and nkdiyidiiab among, tliem wcne uriah* 
iag to fiod me out. I asked kim who. He an- 
0wei«d, James PhiUipflf» a boofcaeUec, in 6eorge« 
yaftiv Lombard-^ti^ett «nd William DiUwyn, of 
Walthamatow, and ptbera. Having but little time 
to spare, I desired him to introduce me to one <of 
them. In a few mtnutes he took me to James 
Phillips, who was then the only one of them in 
town : by whose conversation I was so much in- 
terested and encouraged, that without any further 
hesitation I offered him the publication of my work* 
This accidental introduction of me to James Phil- 
lips was, I found afterwards, a most happy circum* 
Btajiee for the promotion of the cause, which I 
had tfaf^n so deeply at heart, as it led me to the 
knowledge of several of those, who became after- 
waicds material coadjutors in it. It was also c^f 
gineat importance to me with respect to the work 
itself. For he possessed an acute penetration, a 
0olid judgment, and a literary knowledge, which 
he proved by the many alterations and additions 
he proposed, and which I believe I uniformly 
adopted, after mature consideration, from a sense 
nf their real value. It was advantageous to me 
ako, inasmuch as it led me to his friendship, 
which was iiever interrupted but by his death. 

On my seoond visit to James Phillips, at which 
itkne I br4)ught him about half my manuscript for 
Ihe.pressy I desired him to introduce me to Wil- 
liam Diilwyn, as he also had mentioned him to me 
;on xdy first visit, and a^ I had not aeen Mr. Han- 
loodk flinoe. Matter? weie accordingly arratiged, 
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and a day appointed before I left hiin« On thJe" 
day I had my first interview with my new friend* 
Two or three others of bis own religions society 
were present, but who they were I do not now re- 
collect. There seemed to be a great desire among 
them to know the motive by which I had been 
actuated in contending for the prize. I told them 
frankly, that I had no motive but that which 
other young men in the University had on such 
occasions; namely, the wish of being distinguish- 
ed, or of obtaining literary honor ; but that I had 
felt so deeply on the subject of it^ that I had lately 
interested myself in it from a motive of duty. My 
conduct seemed to be highly approved by those 
present, and much conversation ensued, but it was 
of a general nature^ 

As William Dillwyn wished very much to see 
me at his house at Walthamstow, I appointed the 
thirteenth of March to i^nd the day with him 
there. We talked for the most part, during my 
stay, on the subject of my £ssay. I soon discor^^ 
ered the treasure I had met with in his local knowU 
edge, both of the Slave-trade and of slavery, as 
they existed in the United States, and I gained 
from him several facts, which with his permission 
I afterwards inserted in my work. Bat how sur^^ 
prised was I to hear in the course of our convef a 
sation of the labors of Gmnville Sharp, of the 
wntings of 'Ramsay, and of the controversy in 
which the latter was engaged, of all which I had 
hitherto known nothing I How surprised was I to 
leftfni thai Wiiliam Dill#yn himself^ had two yeaiff 
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before associated himself with five others lor the 
purpose of enlightening the public mind upon this 
great subject I How astonished was I to find that 
a society had been formed in America for the 
same object, with some of the principal members 
of which he was intimately acquainted ! And how 
still more astonished at the inference which in- 
stantly rushed upon my mind, that he was capable 
pf being made the great medium of connexion 
between them alk These thoughts almost over- 
powered me% I believe that after this I talked 
but little more to my friend. My mind was over- 
whelmed with the thought that I had been provi- 
dentially directed to his house ; that the finger of 
Providence was beginning to be discernible; that 
the day-star of African liberty was rising, and that 
probably I might be permitted to become a hum- 
Ue instrument in promoting it. 

In th6 course t)f attending to my work, as now 
in the press, James Phillips introduced me also to 
Granville Sharp, with whom I had afterwards 
many interesting interviews from time to time, 
and whom I discovered to be a distant relation by 
my father's side. 

He introduced me also by letter to a corres- 
pondence with Mr. Ramsay, who in a short time 
afterwards came to 'London to see me. 

He introduced me also to bis cousin, Richard 

. Phillips of Lincoln's Inn, who was at that time 

on the point of joining the religious society 'of the 

Quakers. In him I found much sympathy, and a 

willingness to co-operate with me. When dull 
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and disconsolate, he encouraged me. When in 
spirits, he stimulated me further. Him I am now 
to mention as a new, but soon afterwards as an 
active and indefatigable coadjutor in the cause; 
But I shall say more concerning him in a future 
chapter. I shall only now add, that my work was 
at length printed ; that it was entitled, An Essay 
on the Slavery and Commerce of the human 
Species, particularly the African, translated from 
a Latin Dissertation, which was honored with the 
First Prize in the University of Cambridge, for 
the year 1785 ; with Additions ; and that it was 
ushered into the world in the month of June 1786, 
or in about a year after it had been read in the 
Senate-house in its first form. 



CHAPTER Vni. 

COHTIRVAtlON or THB TOUBTH 0LA88 OF FORBBVNNSBS AND COABJUTOBS 

vp TO 1787— Bbnnbt Laivoton — ^Dr. Baksb— Lobd and Ladt Scabs- 
dale.— Author VISITS Ramsat at Teston — ^Ladt Middleton and 
Sib Chablbs (now Lobd Babham).— Author declabbs himsblf at 

the house of THB LATTEB READY NOW TO DEVOTE HIMSELF TO THp 
CAUSE — ^BSCONSIDEBS THIS DECLARATION OR PLBDOB — ^HIS RBASONINO 
AND STBUOeLB UPON IT— PBB8ISTS IN IT— BBTUBNS TO LONDON— ANP 
PURSUES THB WOBK AS NOW A BUSINESS OF HIS LIFE. 

I HAD purposed, as I said before, when I deters 
mined to publish my Essay, to wait to see how the 
v^orld would receive it, or what disposition there 
would be in the public to favor my measures for 
the abolition of the Slave-trade. But the conveiv 
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iatipn. which I had held on the thirtANith o£ 
lifafch with William DillwyD» contimied io mnkm 
auch a^ impression upon me, that I thought now 
there could be no occasion for waiting for such a 
purpose. It seemed now only necessary to go 
forward. Others I found had already begun the 
work. I had heea thrown suddenly among these, 
as into a new world of friends. I believed alss 
duat a way was opening under Providence for 
support. And I now thought that nothing re- 
maioed for me but to procure as many coadjiitosB 
«s I could. 

I had long had the honor of the friend^p of 
Mr. JBennet Langton, and I determined to carry 
him one of my books^ and to interest his feriings 
in it, with a view of procuring his assistance in 
the cause. Mr. Langton was a gentleman of an 
ancient family, and respectable fortune in Lincoln- 
shire, but resided then in Queen's-square, West- 
minster. He was known as the friend of Dr. 
Johnson, Jonas Hanway, Edmund Burke, Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, and others. Among his ac- 
quaintance indeed were most of the literary, and 
eminent (H-ofessional, and public-spirited men of 
the times. At court also he was well known, and 
had the esteem of his present majesty, with whom 
he frequently conversed. His friends were nu- 
^a^rous also in both houses of the legislature. As 
to himself, he was much noted for hb leamihg, 
hut most <rf all for Uie great exampte he gave 
with jrespect to the usefukissB and integrity of 
Ufo. 
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By introducing mj work to Xhe sanction of a 
friend of such high- character and extensive con- 
nexions, I thought I should be doing great things. 
And so the event proved. For when I went to 
him after be had read it, I fbund that it had made 
a deep impression upon his mind. As a friend to 
humanity he lamented over the miseries of the 
oppressed Africans, and over the Crimea of their 
t]nrants as a friend to morality and religion. He 
cautioned me, however, against being too san- 
guine in my expectations, as so. many thousands 
were interested in continuing the trade. Justice, 
however, which he said weighed with him beyond 
all private or political interest, demanded a public 
inquiry, and he would assist me to the utmost 
of his power in my attempts towards it. From 
thia time he became a zealous and active coadju- 
tor in the cause, and continued so to the end of 
his valuable life. 

The next person, to whom I gave my work with 
a like view, was Dr. Baker, a clergyman of the 
Establishment, and with whom I had been in 
habits of intimacy for some time. Dr. Baker was 
a learned and pious man. He had performed the 
duties of his profession from the time of his initia- 
tion into the church in an exemplary manner, 
not only by paying a proper attention to the cus- 
tomary services, but by the frequent visitation of 
the sick and the instruction of the poor. This he 
had done too to admiration in a particularly ex- 
tensive parish. At the time I knew him he had 
May-fair chapel, of which an unusual portion oi 
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the congregation consktod then of peTMms of tank 
«nd fortune. With most of these he had a per« 
aonal acquaintance. This was of great import- 
ance to me in the promotion of my views. Hay- 
ing left him my book for a month, I called upon 
faim. The result was that which I expected from 
so good a man. He did not wait for me to ask 
him for his co-operation, but he offered his services 
in any way which I might think most eligible, 
feeling it his duty, as he expressed it, to become 
an instrument in exposing such a complication of 
guilt and misery to the world. Dr. Baker became 
from this time an active coadjutor also, and con- 
tinued so to his death. 

The person^ to whom I sent my work next, was 
the late lord Scaisdale, whose family I had knsown 
for about two years. Both he and his lady read 
it with attention. They informed me, after the 
perusal of it, that both of them were desirous of 
assisting me in promoting the cause of the poor 
Africans, Lady Scarsdale lamented that she 
might possibly offend near and dear connexions, 
who had interests in the West Indies, by so do- 
ing ; but that conscious of no intention to offend 
these, and considering the duties of religion to be 
the first to be attended to, she should be pleased 
to become useful in so good a cause. Lord Scars- 
dale also assured me, that, if the subject should 
ever come before the House of Lords, it should 
have his constant support. 

While attempting to make friends in this man- 
iiier, I received a letter from Mr. Ramsay, with an 
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Invitation to spend a month at Im house at Teston, 
near Maidstone in KenU This I accepted, that I 
might comiB<unicate to him the progress I had 
made, that I might gain more knowledge from 
him on the subject, and that I might acquire new 
strength and encouragement to proceed. On 
hearing my account of my proceedings, which 1 
detailed to him on the first evening of our meeting, 
he seemed almost overpowered with joy. He said 
be had been long of opinion, that the release of 
the Africans from the scourges of this cruel trade, 
was within the determined views of Providence, 
and that by turning the public attention to thek 
misery, we should be the in€rt.ruments of. beginning 
the good work. He then informed me how long he 
himself hard had their cause at heart ; that com- 
municating his feelings to Sir Charles Middleton 
(now Lord Barham) and his lady, the latter had 
urged him to undertake a work in their behalf ; 
that her importunities were great respecting it ; 
and that he had on this account,^ and in obedience 
also to his own feelings, as has been before men- 
tioned, begun it ; but that, foreseeing the censure 
and abuse, which such a subject, treated in any 
possible manner, must Wing upon the author, he 
had laid it aside for some time. He had, how- 
ever, resumed it at the solicitation of Dr. Porteus, 
then bishop of Chester, after which, in the year 
1784, it made its appearance in the worid. 

I was delighted with this account on the first 
evening of my arrival ; but more particularly as I 
collected from it, that I might expect in the^ish<^ 
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of Chester and Sir Charles MiddleUHi, two new 
friends to the cause. This expectation was after- 
wards fully realized, as the reader will see in its 
proper place. But I was still more delighted, 
when I was informed that Sir Charles and Lady 
Middleton, with Mrs. Bouverie, lived at Teston- 
hall, in a park, which was but a few yards from 
the house in which I then was. In the morning 1 
desired an introduction to them, which accord- 
ingly took place, and I found myself much en- 
couraged and supported by this visit. 

It is not necessary, nor indeed is there room, 
to detail my employments in this village, or the 
lonely wa_lks I took there, or the meditations of my 
mind at such seasons. I will therefore come at 
once to a particular occurrence. When at dinner 
one day with the family at Teston-hall, I was 
much pleased with the turn which the conversa- 
tion had taken on the subject, and in the joy of my 
heart, I exclaimed that, *^ I was ready to devote 
myself to the cause.*' This brought great com- 
mendation from those present ; and Sir Charles 
Middleton added, that if I wanted any information 
in the course of my future inquiries relative to 
Africa, which he could procure me as comptroller 
of the navy, such as extracts from the journals of 
the ships of war to that continent, or from other 
papers, I should have free access to his office. This 
offer I received with thankfulness, and it operated 
as a new encouragement to me to proceed. 

The next morning, when I awoke, one of the 
first things that struck me was, that I had given a 
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pledge to the company the day before, that I would 
devote myself to the cause of the oppressed Afri- 
cans. I became a little uneasy at this. I ques- 
tioned whether I had considered matters suffi- 
ciently to be aWe to go so far with propriety. I 
determined therefore to give the subject a full 
consideration, and accordiogly I walked to the 
place of my usual meditations, the woods. 

Having now reached a place of solitude, I be- 
gan to balance every thing on both sides of the 
question. I considered first, that I had not yet 
obtained informaticm sufficient on the subject, to 
qualify me for the undertaking of such a work. 
But I reflected, on the other hand, that Sii' Charles 
M iddleton had just opened to me a new source of 
knowledge ; that I should be backed by the local 
information of Dillwyn and Ramsay, and that 
surely, by taking pains, 1 could acquire more. 

I then considered, that I had not yet a sufficient 
mimber of friends to support me. This occasioned 
me to review them. 1 had now Sir Charles 
Middleton, who was in the House of Commons. 
1 was sure of Dr. Porteus, who was in the House 
of Lords. I could count upon Lord Scarsdale, 
who was a peer also. I had secured Mr. Langton, | 
who had a most extensive acquaintance with mem- 
bers of both houses of the legislature. I had also 
secured Dr. Baker, who had similar connexions. 
I could depend upon Granville Sharp, James Phil- 
lips, Richard Phillips, Ramsay, Dillwyn, and the 
little committee to which he belonged, as well as 
the whole society of the Quakers. I thought 
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therefore upon the whole, that, constdering the 
short time I had been at work, I was well off 
with respect to support. I believed also that 
there werc^ still several of my own acquaintance, 
whom I could interest in the question, and I did 
not doubt that, by exerting myself diligently, 
persons, who were then strangers to me, would be 
raised up in time. 

I considered next, that it was impossible for 
a great cause like this to be forwarded without 
large pecuniary funds. I questioned whether some 
thousand pounds would not be necessary, and from 
whence was such a sum to come % In answer to 
this, I persuaded myself that generous people 
would be found, who would unite with me in con- 
tributing their mite towards the undertaking, and 
I seemed confident that, as the Quakers had taken 
up the cause as a religious body, they would not 
be behind hand in supporting it. 

I considered lastly, that, if I took up the ques- 
tion,. I must devote myself wholly to it. I was 
sensible that a little labor now and then would be 
inadequate to the purpose, or that, where the in- 
terests of so many thousand persons were likely 
to be affected, constant exertion would be neces- 
sary. I felt certain that, if ever the matter were 
to be taken up, there could be no hope of success, 
except it should be taken up by some one, who 
would make it an object or business of his life. 
I thought too that a man's life might not be more 
than adequate to the accomplishment of the end. 
But I knew of no one who could devote such a por- 



ABOLITION OF THB SLAVE-TRADE. ITS 

ti«i of time to it. Sir Charles Middleton^ though 
he was so warm and zealous, was greatly occupied 
ia the discharge of his office. Mr. Langton spent 
a great portion of his time in the education of his 
children. Dr. Baker had a great deal to do in the 
performance of his parochial duty. The Quakers 
were almost all of them in tra^e. I could look 
therefore to no person but myself ; and the ques^ 
tien was, whether. I was prepared to make the 
sacrifice. In favor of the undertaking I urged 
to myself, that never was any cause, which had 
been taken up by man in ^ny country or in any 
age, so great and important ; that never was there 
one in which so much misery was heard to cry 
for redress ; that never was there one, in which so 
much good could be done ; never one, in which 
the duty of Christian charity could be so exten- 
sively exefcised ; never one, more worthy of the 
devotion of a whole Ufe towards it ; and that, if a 
man thought properly, he ouglit to rejoice, to have 
been called into existence, if he were only permit- 
ted to become an instrument in forwarding it in 
any part of its progress. Against these sentiments 
on the other hand I had to urge, that I had been 
designed for the church ; that I had already ad«- 
vanced as fen as deacon's orders in it ; that my 
prospects there on account of my connexions were 
th^n brilliant; that, by appearing to desert my 
profession, my family would be dissatisfied, if not 
unhappy. These thoughts pressed ujpon me, and 
rendered the con^ct difficult. But the sacrifice 
of my prospects staggered me, I own, the mostv 
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Whiea the other objections^ which I havs* itelated^ 
occurred to me, my enthuaiaflm iustaaitly^ like a 
flash of Ughtning*, consumed them : but this stack 
to me, and troubled me. 1 had ambition. I had 
a thirst after worldly interest and honors^ and I 
could not extinguish it at once. I was more than 
two hours in solitude under this painAil conflict. 
At length I yielded, not because I saw any Reason- 
able prospect of success in my new undertaking, 
(for all cool headed and cool hearted men would 
have pronounced against it,) but in obedience, I 
believe, to a higher Power. And this I can say, 
that both on the moment of this resolution, and 
for some time afterwards, I had more sublime 
and happy feelings than at any former period of 
my life. 

Having now made up my mind on the subject, 
I informed Mr. Ramsay, that in a few days 1 
should be leaving Teston, that I might begin my 
labors, according to the pledge I had given him* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Continuation op the fourth class of fobekunneks ano coadjutob^ 
UP to 1787.-^AirTHOB bbsolves upon nls dxstbibution op his book.— 
Mb. Sheloon-^ib Hbbbebt Mackwobth— I^rd NBWHAyBii^Loiu» 
Baloonie (now Leven) — Lord Hawke— Bishop Forteus. — ^Authob 
TI8ITS African tbsssls in tbe Thames— and vabious pbbsonb fob 
FUBTHEB inpobmation.— Visits also mbmbebs of Fabllakbnt— Sik 
RicHABD Hill— Mr. Powts (late Lord Lilpord)— Mr. Wilberfobce 

' AHB OTHEBS— Conduct of tut latteb on this occasion. 

On my return to London, I called upon William 
iDillwyn, to inform him of the resolution I had 
made at Tedton, and found him at his town lodg- 
ings in the Poultry. I informed him also, that I 
had a letter of introduction in my pocket from 
Sir Charles Middleton to Samuel Hoare, with 
whom I was to converse on the subject. The 
latter gentleman had interested himself the yeajr , 
before as one of the committee for the black poor 
in London, whom Mr. Sharp was sending under 
the auspices of government to Sierra Leone. He 
was aldo, as the reader may see by looking baok» 
a mepber of the second class of coadjutors, or 
of the little committee which had branched out 
of the Quakej^ in England as before described. 
William Dillwyn said he would go with me and 
introduce me himself. On our arrival in Lombard^ 
street, I saw ray new friend, with whom we con* 
versed for some time, t^rom thence I proceeded^ 
accompanied by both, to the house of James PhiU 
lips in George-yard, to whom 1 Was desirous o^ 
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commuDicating my resolution also. We found 
him at home, conversing with a friend of the 
same religious society, whode name was Joseph 
Gurney Bevan. t then repeated my resolution 
before them all. We had much friendly and satis- 
factory conversation together^ I received much 
encouragement on every side, and I fixed to meet 
them again at the place where we then were in 
three days. 

On the evening of the same day 1 waited upon 
Granville Sharp to make the same communica- 
tion to him. He received it with great pleasure, 
and he hoped I shduld have sti^ength to proceed. 
From thence I went to the Baptist-head cotfee- 
house, in Chancery-Ian^, and having engaged 
with the master of the house, that I should always 
have one private room to myself when I wanted 
it, I took up my abode there, in order to be near 
my friend Richard Phillips of Lincoln's Inn, from 
whose advice and assistance I had formed con- 
siderable expectations. 

' The first matter for Otir deliberation, after we 
had thus become neighbors, was what plan I ought 
io putiiue to give eflect to the resohition I had 
takto. 

After having discudsed the matter two Or three 
times at his chambers, it seemi&d to be Our opin- 
ion. That as members of the legislature could do 
more to the purpote in this question than any 
other persons, it would be proper to circulate all 
the remaining copies of my work amcng these, in 
ok4er thai they might thus obtain inl^rmation 
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upoa the subject. Secondly, That it would be 
proper that I should wait personally upon several 
of these also. And thirdly. That I should be 
endeavoring in the interim to enlarge my own 
knowledge, that I might thus be enabled to answer 
the various objections, which might be advanced 
on the other side of the question, as well as be-^ 
come qualified to be a manager of the cause. 

On the third day, or at the time appointed, I 
went with Richard Phillips to George-yard, Lom- 
bard-street, where I met all my friends as before. 
I communicated to them the opinion we had 
formed at Lincoln's Inn, relative to my future 
proceedings in the three different branches as now 
detailed. They approved the plan. On desiring 
a number of my books to be sent to me at my 
new lodgings for the purpose of distribution^ 
Joseph Gumey Bevan, iiv^ho was stated to have 
been present at the former interview, seemed 
uneasy, and at length asked me if I was going 
to distribute these at my own expense. I re- 
plied, I was. He appealed immediately to those 
present whether it ought to be allowed. He 
asked whether, when a young man was giving 
up his time from morning till night, they, who 
applauded his pursuit and seemed desirous of 
co-operating with him, should allow him to make 
such a sacrifice, or whether they should not at 
least secure him from loss; and he proposed 
directly that the remaining part of the edition 
should be taken ofiT by subscription, and in order 
that my feelings might .not be hurt from any sup* 
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poead 0tam arising from the thought of gaini^f 
any thing by such a proposal, they should be paid 
for only at the prime cost. I felt myself much 
obliged to him for this tender consideration about 
me, and particularly for the latter part of it, under 
which alone I accepted the offer. Samuel Hoare 
was charged with the management of the sub- 
scription, and the books were to be distributed as 
I had proposed, and in any way which I myself 
might prescribe. 

This matter having been determined upon, my 
first core was that the books should be put into 
proper hapds. Accordingly I went round among 
my friends from day to day, wishing to secure 
this before I attended to any of the other objects. 
In this I was iliuch assisted by my friend Richard 
Phillips. Mr. Langton began the distribution of 
them, He made a point either of writing to or 
of calling upon those, to whom he sent them. 
Dr. Baker took the charge of several for the same 
purpose. Lord and Lady Scarsdale of others. 
Sir Charles and Lady Middleton of others. Mr. 
iSheldon, at the request of Richard Phillips, intro- 
duced me by letter to several members of parlia- 
ment, to whom I wished to deliver them myself. 
Sir Herbert Mackworth, when spoken to by the 
latter, offered his services also. He seemed to be 
particularly interested in the cause. He went 
about to many of his friends in the House of Com- 
mons, and this from day to day, to procure their 
favor towards it. Lord Newhaven was applied 
to^ and distributed some. Lord Balgonie (now 
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Leren), took a similar charge/ The late L(H:d 
Hawke, who told me that he had long felt for the 
sufferings of the injured Africans, desired to he 
permitted to take his share of the distribution 
among members of the House of Lords, and Dr. 
Porteus, now bishop of London, became another 
coadjutor in the same work. 

This distribution of my books having been con- 
signed to proper hands, I began to qualify myself, 
by obtaining further knowledge, for the manage- 
ment of this great cause. As I had obtained the 
principal part of it from reading, I thought I ought 
now to see what could be seen, and to know from 
living persons what could be known, on the sub- 
ject, with respect to the first of these points, the 
river Thames presented itself as at hand. Ships 
were going occasionally from the port of London 
to Africa, and why could I not get on board them 
and examine for myself ? After diligent inquiry^ 
I heard of one which had just arrived. I found 
her to be. a little wood vessel, called the Live- 
ly, captain Williamson, or one which traded to 
Africa in the natural productions of the country, 
such as ivory, beeswax, Malaguetta pepper, palm* 
oil, and dyewoods. I obtained specimens of some 
of these, so that I now became possessed of some 
of those things of which I had only read before. 
On conversing with the mate, he showed me one 
or two pieces of the cloth made by the natives^ 
and from their own cotton. I prevailed upon 
him to sell me a piece of each. Here new feel-' 
ings arose, and particularly when I considered that 
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persons of so much apparent ingenuity, and capa- 
ble of such beautiful work as the Africans, should 
be made slaves, and reduced to a level with the 
brute creation. My reflections here on the better 
use which might be made of Africa by the substi* 
tution of another trade, and on the better use 
which might be made of her inhabitants, served 
greatly to animate, and to sustain me amidst the 
labor of my pursuits. 

The next vessel I boarded was the Fly, captain 
Colley : Here I found myself for the first time on 
the deck of a slave-vessel. The sight of the 
rooDfis below and of the gratings above, and of 
the barricado across the deck, and the ez[danation 
of the uses of all these, filled me both with mel- 
ancholy and horror. I found soon afterwards a 
fire of indignation kindling within me. I had 
now scarce patience to talk with those on board. 
I had not the coolness this first time to go leisurely 
over the places that were open to me. I got away 
quickly. But that which I thought I saw horrible 
in this vessel had the same effect upon me as that ; 

which I thought I had seen agreeable in the other, i 

namely, to animate and to invigorate me in my | 

pursuit. I 

But I will not trouble the reader with any fur- 
ther account of my water-expeditions, while at- 
tempting to perfect my knowledge on this subject. 
I was equally assiduous in obtaining intelligence 
wherever it could be had; and being now always 
on the watch, I was frequently falling m with in- i 

dividuals, from whom I gained something. My i 
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object was to see all who had been in Africa, but 
more particularly those who had never been in- 
terested, or who at any rate were not then inter- 
ested, in the trade. I gained accordingly access 
very early to general Rooke ; to lieutenant Dal- 
rymple, of the array ; to captain Fiddes, of the 
engineers ; to the reverend Mr. Newton ; to Mr. 
Nisbett, a surgeon in the Minories ; to Mr. De- 
vaynes, who was then in parliament, and to many 
others ; and I made it a rule to put down in writ- 
ing, after every conversation, what had taken 
place in the course of it. By these means things 
began to unfold themselves to me more and more, 
and I found my stock of knowledge almost daily 
on the increase. 

While, however, I was forwarding this, I was 
not inattentive to the other objects of my pursuit, 
which was that of waiting upon members person- 
ally. The first I called upon was sir Richard 
Hill. At the first interview he espoused the cause. 
I waited then upon others, and they professed 
themselves friendly ; but they seemed to make 
this profession more from the emotion of good 
hearts, revolting at the bare mention of the Slave- 
trade than from any knowledge concerning it. 
One, however, whom I visited, Mr. Powys (the 
late lord Lilford), with whom I had been before 
acquainted in Northamptonshire, seemed to doubt 
some of the facts in my book, from a belief that 
human nature was not capable of proceeding to 
such a pitch of wickedness. I asked him to name 
his facts. He selected the case of the hundred 
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and thirty-two slaves who were thrown alive into 
the sea to defraud the underwriters. I promised 
to satisfy him fully upon this point, and went 
immediately to Granville Sharp, who lent me 
his account of the trial, as reported at large from 
the notes of the short-band writer, whom he had 
employed on the occasion. Mr. Powys read the 
account. He became, in consequence of it, con- 
vinced, as, indeed, he could not otherwise be, of 
the truth of what I had asserted, and he declared 
at the same time that, if this were true, there was 
nothing so horrible related of this trade, which 
might not immediately be believed. Mr. Powys 
had been always friendly to this question, but now 
he took a part in the distribution of my books. 

Among those whom I visited, was Mr. Wilber- 
force. On my first interview with him, he stated 
frankly, that the subject had often employed his 
thoughts, and that it was near his heart. He 
seemed earnest about it, and also very desirous 
of taking the trouble of inquiring furt;her into it. 
Having read my book, which I had delivered to 
him in person, he sent for me. He expressed 
a wish that I would make him acquainted with 
some of my authorities for the assertions in it, 
which I did afterwards to his satisfaction. He 
asked me if I could support it by any other evi- 
dence. I told him I could. I mentioned Mr. 
Newton, Mr. Nisbett, and several others to him. 
He took the trouble of sending for all these. He 
made memorandums of their conversation, and, 
sending for me afterwards, showed them, to me. 
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0n learning my intention to devote myself to the 
cause, he paid me many handsome compliments. 
He then desired me to call upon him often, and 
to acquaint him with my progress from time to 
time. He expressed also his willingness to afford 
me any assistance in his power in the prosecution 
of my pursuits. 

The carrying on of these different objects, 
together with the writing which was connected 
with them, proved very laborious, and occupied 
almost all my time. I was seldom engaged less 
than sixteen hours in the day. When 1 left Tes- 
toQ to begin the pursuit as an object of my life, 
I promised my friend Mr. Ramsay a weekly ac- 
count of my progress. At the end of the first 
week my letter to him contained little more than 
a sheet of paper. At the end of the second it 
i^ontai^d three ; at the end of the third six ; 
and at the end of the fourth I found it would 
be so voluminous, that I was obliged to decline 
writing it. 

vol.. I. 16 * 



186 THE BISTORT Or TBB 



CHAPTER X. 

COHTUrVATIOir of THX FOVETK class of FOBBEVVinWS AHD (WASJUn^S 

VT TO 1787.«-Ai;THom gobs on to ■hlabob his knowlxdos ih thb 

DIFFBBEMT SBPABTMBIfTB OF THB SUBJBCT— COIUCUiriCATBS MMU FBB- 
QVBlfTLT WITH Mb. WiLBBRFOBCB.— MbBTINOS NOW APPOINTBD AT THB 
> HOUSB OF THE LATTBB.— DiNNBB AT MB. LaMGTON'S — MB. WiLBBB- 
FOBCB PLBOOBB HIM8BLF THBBB TO TAKB VT THB SVBJBCT IH PaBUA- 
MBNT.— RbMABKABLB JUNCTION, IN C0N8BQUBNCE, OF ALL THB FOUB 
OLASBB8 OF F0BBBUNNBB8 AND OOAOJtTOBS BBFOBB MBNTIONBD.—COIC- 
VITTBB FOBMBO OUT OF THB8B ON THB 9Sd OF MaT, 1787, BOB T|» 
ABOLITION OF THB SlATB-TBADB. 

The manner in which Mr. Wilberforce had 
received ine, and the pains which he had taken, 
and was still taking, to satisfy himself of the truth 
of those enormities which had been charged upon 
the Slave-trade, tended much to enlarge my hope, 
that they might become at length the subject of a 
parliamentary inquiry. Richard Phillips abo, to 
whom I made a report at his chambers almost 
every evening of the proceedings of the day, had 
begun to entertain a similar expectation. Of 
course, we unfolded our thoughts to one another. 
Prom hence a desire naturally sprung up in each 
of us to inquire, whether any alteration in conse- 
quence of this new prospect should be made in my 
pursuits. On deliberating upon this point, it 
seemed proper to both of us, that the distribution 
of the books should be continued ; that I should 
stiU proceed in enlarging my own knowledge ; and 
that I should still wait upon members of the legis- 
lature, but with this difference, that I should nevw 
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loie sight of Mr. Wilberforce, but, on the other 
hand, that I should rather omit vicating some 
ochersy^han paying a prq)er attention to him. 

One thing however appeared now to be neces- 
sary, which had not yet been done. This was to 
inform our friends in the city^ upon whom I had 
iall along occasionally called, that we believed the 
time was approaching, when it would be desirable 
that we should unite our labors, if they saw no 
objection to such a measure ; for, if the Slave- 
trade were to become a subject of parliamentary 
inquiry with a view to the annihilation of it, no 
individual could perform the work which would 
be necessary for such a purpose. This work must 
be a work of many ; and who so proper to assist 
in it as they, who had before so honorably la- 
bored in it ? In the case of such an event large 
funds also would be wanted, and who so proper to 
procure and manage them as these 1 A meeting 
was accordingly calfed at the house of James 
Phillips, when these our views were laid open. 
When I stated that from the very time of my 
hopes beginning to rise I had always had those 
present in my eye as one day to be fellow-laborers. 
William Dillwyn replied^ that from the time they 
had first heard of the Prize Essay, they also had 
had their eyes upon me^ and^ from the time they 
had first seen me, had conceived a desire of mak- 
ing the same use of me as I had now expressed 
a wish of making of them, but that matters did 
nt>t, appear ripe at our first interview. Our pro- 
posal, however, was approved, and an assunaica 
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wa0 given, that aa union abould take pkuse, aa 
seon as it was judged to be 0ea«onai)le. It was 
resolved also^ that one day in the week* should 
be appointed for a meeting at the bouse of James 
PhilUpS) where as many might attend as had' 
leisure, and that I should be there to make a 
report of my progress, by which we might all 
judge of the fitness of the time of calling our- 
sdves an united body. Pleased now with the 
thought that matters were put into such a train, 
I returned to my former objects. 

It is not necessary to say any thing more of 
the first of these objects, which was that of the 
further distribution of my book, than that it was 
continued, and chiefly by the same hands. 

With respect to the enlargement of my knowl* 
edge, it was promoted likewise. I now gained 
access to the Xlustom-house in London, where 
I picked up much valuable information for my 
purpose. 

Having had reason to believe that the Slave* 
trade was peculiarly fatal to those emplc^6d in 
it^ I wished much to get copies of many of the 
muster-rolls ftom the Custom-house at Liverpool 
for a given time. James HiillipB wrote to his 
friend William Rathbone, who was one of his 
own religious society, and who resided thwe, to 

'* ict these weekly neetings I met ooMekHOAlly Joseph WoodSr 
George HamBon, and John JUoyd, thiee of the other membeiBi who 
belonged to the committee .of the second class of ibrenmners and 
coadjutors as before described. I had seen all of them before^ but 
I d» iwt foooUect the time when I fiiflt met then& 
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procure them. They were accordingly sent up* 
The examination of these, which took place at 
the chambers of Richard Phillips, was long and 
tedious. We looked over them together. We 
usually met for this purpose at nine in the evening, 
and we seldom parted till one, and sometimes 
not till three in the morning. When our eyes 
were inflamed by the candle, or tired by fatigue, 
we used to relieve ourselves by walking out with^ 
in the precincts of Lincoln^s Inn, when all seemed 
to be fast asleep, and thus, as it were, in solitude 
and in stillness to converse upon them, as well 
as upon the be^t means of the further promotion 
t)f our cause. iThese scenes of our early friend- 
ship and exertions I shall never forget. I often 
think of them both with astonishment and with 
pleasure. Having recruited ourselves in this man- 
ner, we used to return to our work. From these 
muster-^roUs I may now observe, that we gained 
the most important information. We ascertained 
beyond the power of contradiction, that more than 
half of the seamen, who went out with the shipd 
in the Slave-trade, did not return with them, and 
that of these so many perished, as amounted td 
one-fifth of all employed. As to what became 
of the remainder, the muster-rolls did not inform 
us. This, therefore, was left to us as a subject 
for our future inquiry. 

In endeavoring to enlarge iny knowledge, my 
thoughts were frequently turned to the West In- 
dian part of the question, and in this department 
my friend Richard Phillips gained me importaixt 
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intelligence. He pat into my hands several doc- 
uments concerning estates in the West Indies, 
-which he had mostly from, the proprietors them- 
selves, where the slaves by mild and prudent usage 
had so increased in population, as to fiupersede 
the necessity of the Slave-trade. 

By attending to those and to various other parts 
of the subject, I began to see as it were with 
new eyes : I was enabled to make several neces- 
sary discriminations, to reconcile things before 
seemingly contradictory, and to answer many 
objections which had hitherto put on a formida- 
ble shape. But most of all was I rejcHced at 
the thought that I should soon be able to prove 
that which I had never doubted, but which had 
hitherto been beyond my power in this case, that 
Providence, in ordaining laws relative to the 
agency of man, had never made that to be wise 
which was immoral, and that the Slave-trade 
would be found as impolitic as it was inhuman 
and unjust. 

In keeping up my visits to members of parlia- 
ment, I was particularly attentive to Mr. Wilber- 
fbrce, whom I found daily becoming more inter- 
ested in the fate of Africa. I now made to him 
a regular report of my progress, of the sentiments 
of those in parliament whom I had visited, of the 
disposition of my friends in the city of whom he 
had often heard me speak, of my discoveries from 
the Custom-houses of London and Liverpool, of 
my documents concerning West India estates, and 
of all, indeed, that had occurred to me worth 
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mentioning. He had himself also been making 
his inquiries, which he communicated to me in 
return. Our intercourse had now become frequent, 
no one week elaping without an interview. At 
one of these, I suggested to him the propriety 
of having occasional meetings at his own house, 
consisting of a few friends in parliament, who 
might converse on the subject.. Of this he ap« 
proved. The persons present at the first meeting 
were Mr. Wilberforce, the honorable John Villiers, 
Mr. Powys, Sir Charles Middleton, Sir Richard 
HilJ, Mr. Granville Sharp, Mr. Ramsay, Dr. Gre- 
gory, (who had written on the subject, as before 
mentioned) and myself. At this meeting I read 
a paper, giving an account of the light I had 
collected in the course of my inquiries, with ob- 
servations as well on the impolicy as on the 
wickedness of the trade. Many questions arose 
out of the reading of this little essay. Many 
answers followed. Objections were started and 
canvassed. In short, this measure was found so 
useful, that certain other evenings as well as 
mornings were fixed upon for the same purpose. 

On reporting my progress to my friends in the 
city, several of whom now assembled once in the 
week, as I mentioned before to have been agreed 
upon, and particularly on reporting the differenjt 
meetings which had taken place at the house of 
Mr. Wilberforce, on the subject, they were of 
opinion that the time was approaching when we 
might unite, $ind that this union might prudently 
commence as soon as ever Mr. Wilberforce would 
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give his word that he would take up the question 
in iMirliament. Upon this I desired to observe, 
that thoi^gh the latter gentleman had pursued the 
subject with much earnestness, he had never yet 
" dropped the least hint that he would proceed so 
far in the matter, but I would take care that the 
question should be put to him, and I would bring 
them his answer. 

I^ consequence of the promise I had now made, 
I went to Mr. Wilberforce. But when I saw 
him, I seemed unable to inform him of the object 
of my visit. Whether this inability arose from 
any sudden fear that his answer might not be 
favorable, or from a fear that I might pos^Uy in- 
volve him in a long, and ardtious contest upon 
this subject, or whether it arose from an awful 
sense of the importance of the mission, as it re- 
laited to the happiness of hundreds of thousands 
then alive, and of millions then unborn, I cannot 
say. Bjut I had a feeling within me for which I 
could not account, and which seemed to hinder 
me from proceeding. And I actually went away 
without informing him of my errand. 

In this situation I began to consider what to do» 
when I thought I would call upon 'Mr. Langton, 
tell him what had happened, and ask his advice. 
I found him at home. We consulted together. 
The result was, that he was to invite Mr. Wilber- 
force and some others to meet me at a dinner at 
his own house, in two or three days, when he said 
tie had no doubt of being able to procure an an- 
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8wer, by some means or other, to the question 
which I wished to have resolved. 

On receiving a card from Mr. Langton, I went 
to dine with him. I found the party consist 
of Sir Charles Middleton, Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. 
Hawkins Browne, Mr. Windham, Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, and Mr. Boswell. The latter was then 
known as the friend of Dr. Johnson, and after- 
wards as the writer of his Tour to the Hebrides. 
After dinner the subject of the Slave-trade was 
purposely introduced. Many questions were put 
to me, and I dilated upon each in my answers, 
that I might inform and interest those present as 
much as I could. They seemed to be greatly im- 
pressed with my account of the loss of seamen in 
the trade, and with the little samples of African 
cloth, which I had procured for their inspection. 
Sir Joshua Reynolds gave his unqualified appro- 
bation of the abolition of this cruel traffic. Mr. 
Hawkins Browne joined heartily with him in 
sentiment ; he spoke with much feeling upon it, 
and pronounced it to be barbarous, and contrary 
to every principle of morality and religion. Mr. 
Boswell, after saying the planters would urge that 
the Africans were made happier by being car- 
ried from their own country to the West Indies, 
observed, "Be it so. But we have no right to 
make people happy against their will.** Mr. 
Windham, when it was suggested that the great 
importance of our West Indian islands, and the 
^andeur of Liverpool, would be brought against, 

those who slipuld propose the abolition of the 
VOL. I. 17 
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Slave-trade, replied *^ We have nothing to do with 
the policy of the measare. Rather let Liverpool 
and the islands be swallowed up in the sea^ than 
this nu)nstrous system of iniquity be carried on.*^ 
While such conversation was passing, and when 
all appeared to be interested^ in the cause, Mr. 
Langton put the question, about the proposal of 
which I had been so diffident, to Mr. Wilberforce, 
in the shape of a delicate com[diment. The latter 
replied, that he had no objection to bring forward 
the measure in Parliament, when he was better 
prepared for it, and provided no person more 
proper could be found. Upon this, Mr. Hawkins 
Browne and Mr. Windham both said they would 
support him there. Before I left the company, I 
took Mr. Wilberforce aside, and asked him if I 
might mention this his resolution to those of my 
friends in the city, of whom he had often heard 
me speak, as desirous of aiding him by becoming 
a committee for the purpose. He replied, I 
might. I then asked Mr. Langton, privately, if 
he had any objection to belong to a society of 
which there might be a committee for the abo- 
lition of the Slave-trade. He said he should be 
pleased to become a member of it. Having 
received these satisfactory answers, I returned 
home. 

The next day, having previously taken down 

* I do not know upon what grounds, after such stnxig expres- 
sions, Mr. Boswell, in the next year, and Mr. Windham, after 
having supported the cause for three or four years, became in^ 
imicaltait 
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the substance of the conversation at the dinner, I 
went to James Phillips, and desired that our friends 
might be called together as soon as they conve- 
niently could, to hear my report. In the interim I 
wrote to Dr. Peckard, and waited upon Lord 
Scarsdale, Dr. Baker, and others, to know (sup- 
posing a society were formed for the abolition of 
the Slave-trade) if I might say they would belong 
to it 1 All of them replied in the affirmative, and 
desired me to represent them, if there should be 
any meeting for this purpose. 

At the time appointed, I met my friends. I 
read over the substance of the conversation which 
had taken place at Mr. Langton's. No difficulty 
occurred. All were unanimous for the formation 
of a committee. On the next day we met by 
agreement for this purpose. It was then resolved 
unanimously, among other things, That the Slave- 
trade was both impolitic and unjust. It was 
resolved also. That the following persons be a 
committee for procuring such information and 
evidence, and publishing the same, as may tend 
to tl)e abolition of the Slave-trade, and for direct- 
ing the application of such moneys as have been 
already, and may hereafter be collected for the 
above purpose : — 

Granville Sharp, Thomas Clarkson, - 

William Dillwyn, Richard Phillips, 

Samuel Hoare, John Barton, 

George Harrison, Joseph Hooper^ 

John Lloyd, James Phillips, 1 

Joseph Woods, Philip Sansom. 



1 
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All these were present. Granville Sharp, who 
stands at the head of the list, and who, as the 
father of the cause in England, was called to the 
chair, may be considered as representing the 
first class of forerunners and coadjutors, as it has 
been before described. The five next, of whom 
Samuel Hoare was chosen as the treasurer, were 
they who had been the committee of the second 
class, or of the Quakers in England, with the 
exception of Dr. Knowles, who was then dying, 
but who, having heard of our meeting, sent a 
message to us, to exhort us to proceed. The third 
class, or that of the Quakers in America, may 
be considered as represented by William Dillwyn, 
by whom they were afterwards joined to us in 
correspondence. The two who stand next, and 
in which I am included, may be considered as 
representing the fourth, most of the members of 
which we had been the means of raising. Thus, 
on the twenty-second of May 1787, the represen- 
tatives of all the four classes, of which I have 
been giving a history from the year 1516, met 
together, and were united in that committee, to 
which I have been all along directing the atten- 
tion of the reader ; a committee, which, laboring 
afterwards with Mr. Wilberforce as a parliamen- 
tary head, did, under Providence, in the space of 
twenty years, contribute to put an end to a trade 
which, measuring its magnitude by its crimes and 
sufferings, was the greatest practical evil that 
ever afflicted the human race. 
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After the formation of the committee,* notice 
was seat to Mr. Wilberforce of the event, and a 
friendship began, which has continued uninter- 
ruptedly between them, from that to the present 
day. 
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rTHS PBSCBDIMG HI8T0KT OF THE DIFTSRENT CLASSES OF THE FOKE- 
\ EUNMBB8 AND COADJVTOES, TO THE TIME OF THE FOlWATIGir OF THE 
• COMMITTEE, COLLECTED INTO ONE VIEW BT MEANS OF A MAP.^EXPLANA- 
f TIOM OF THIS MAP— AND OBSERVATIONS UPON IT. 

As the preceding history of the different classes 
F of the forerunners and coadjutors, to the time 
of their junction, or to the formation of the com- 
mittee, as just explained, may be thought inter- 
esting by many, I have endeavored, by means 
of the annexed map, so to bring it before the 
reader, that he may comprehend the whole of it 
at a single view. 

The figure beginning at A and reaching down 
to X represents the first class of forerunners, and 
coadjutors up to the year 1787, as consisting of so 
many springs or rivulets, which assisted in making 
and swelling the torrent which swept away the 
Slave-trade. 



* All the noMnbera were of the society of the duaken, except 
Meeen. Shaq>, Sansom, and myself Joseph Gumey Bevan wae 
present on the day before this meeting. He desired to belong to 
fits society, but to be excused from belongmg to the committee. 
VOL. I. 17* 
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The figure from B to C and from G to X repre- 
sents the second class, or that of the Quakers in 
England, up to the same time. The stream on 
the right hand represents them as a body, and that 
on the left, the six individuals belonging to them, 
who formed the committee in 1783. 

The figure from B to D represents the third 
class, or that of the Quakers in America when 
joined with others in 1774. The stream passing 
from D through E to X shows how this class was 
conveyed down, as it were, so as to unite with 
the second. That passing from D to Y shows its 
course in its own country, to its enlargement in 
1787. And here I may observe, that as the dif- 
ferent streams which formed a junction at X, 
were instrumental in producing the abolition of 
the Slave-trade in England, in the month of 
March 1807, so those, whose effects are found 
united at Y, contributed to produce the same 
event in America, in the same month of the same 
year. 

The figure from F to X represents the fourth 
class up to 1787. 

X represents the junction of all the four classes 
in the committee instituted in London on the 
twenty-second day of May, 1787. 

The parallel lines 6, H, I, K, represent differ- 
ent periods of time, showing when the forerunners 
and coadjutors lived. The space between O and 
H includes the space of fifty years, in which we 
find but few laborers in this cause. That betweea 
H and I includes the same portion of time in 
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"^hictL "we find them considerably increased, or 
nearly doubled. That between I and K repre- 
sents the next thirty-seven years. But here we 
find their increase beyond all ex{:fectation, for we 
find foi*r times more laborers in this short term, 
than in the whole of the preceding century. 

In looking over the map, as thus explained, a 
number of thoughts suggest themselves, some of 
which it may not be improper to detail. And 
first, in looking between th^ first and second paral- 
lel, we perceive, that Morgan Godwyn, Richard 
Baxter, and George Fox, the first a clergyman of 
the Established Church, the second a divine at the 
head of the Nonconformists, and the third the 
founder of the religious society of the Quakers, 
appeared each of them the first in his own class, 
and all of them about the same time, in behalf of 
the oppressed Africans. We see then this great 
truth first apparent, that the abolition of the Slave- 
trade took its rise, not from persons, who set Up a 
cry for liberty, when they were oppfessors them- 
selves, nor from persons who were led to it by 
ambition, or a love of reputation among men, but 
where it was most desirable, namely, from the 
teachers of Christianity in those times. 

This account of its rise will furnish us with 
some important lessons. And first, it shows us 
the great value of religion. We see, when moral 
disorders become known, that the virtuous are 
they who rise up for the removal of them. Thus 
Providence se^ms to have appointed those who 
devote themselves most to his service, to the hon- 
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oraUe office of becoming so many agenisr, under 
his influence, fot the correction of the evils of life* 
And as this account of the rise of the abolition of 
the Slave-trade teaches us the necessity of a due 
cultivation of religion, so it should teach us to 
have a brotherly aflfection for those, who, though 
they may diflfer from us in speculative opinions 
concerning it, do yet show by their conduct that 
they have a high regard for it. For though God- 
wyn, and Baxter, and Fox, differed as to the arti- 
cles of their faith, we find them impeUed by the 
spirit of Christianity, which is of infinitely more 
importance than a mere agreement in. creeds, to 
the same good end. 

In looking over the different streams in the map, 
as they are discoverable both in Europe and Amer- 
ica, we are impressed with another truth on the 
same subject, which is, that the Christian religioa 
is capable of producing the same good fruit in all 
lands* However men may differ on account of 
climate, or language, or government, or laws^ or 
however they may be situated in different quarters 
of the globe, it will produce in them the same vir- 
tuous disposition, and make them instruments for 
the promotion of happiness in the world. 

In looking between the two first parallels, where 
we see so few laborers, and in contemplating the 
great increase of these between the others, we are 
taught the consoling lesson, that hbwever small 
the beginning and slow the progress may appear 
in any good work which we may undertake, we 
need not be discouraged as to the ultimate result 



ABOLITION OF THE SLAFE-TRADE. SOI 

of our labors; for though our cause may appear 
stationary, it may only become so, in order that it 
may take a deeper root, and thus be enabled to 
stand better against the storms which may after- 
wards beat about it. 

In taking the same view again^ we discover the 
manner in which light and information proceed 
under a free government in a good cause. An 
individual, for example, begins ; he communicates 
his sentiments to others. Thus, while alive, he 
enlightens; when dead, he leaves his works behind 
him. Thus, though departed, he yet speaks, and 
his influence is not lost. Of those enlightened 
by him^ some become authors, and others actors 
in their turn. While living, they instruct, ' liko 
their predecessors; when dead, they speak also. 
Thus a number of dead persons are encouraging* 
us in libraries, and a number of living are convers- 
ing and dijfTiising zeal among us at the same 
time. This, howeverj is not true in any free and 
enlightened country with respect to the propaga- 
tion of evil. The living find no permanent en<^ 
couragement, and the dead speak to no purpose 
in such a case. 

This account of the manner in which light and 
information proceed in a free country, furnishes 
us with some valuable knowledge. It shows us, 
first, the great importance of education; for all 
they who can read may become enlightened. 
They may gain as much from the dead as from 
the living. They may see the sentiments of for* 
mer ages. Thus they may contract, by degrees^ 
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habits of virtuous inclinatiou, and become fitted 
to join with others in the removal of any of the 
evils of life. 

It shows us» secondly, how that encouraging' 
maxim may become true, That no good effort is 
ever lost. For if he, who makes the virtuous 
attempt, should be prevented by death from suc- 
ceeding in it, can he not speak, though in the 
tomb ? Will not his works still breathe his senti- 
ments upon it ? May not the opinions, and the 
' facts, which he has recorded, meet the approbation 
of ten thousand readers, of whom it is probable, 
in the common course of things, that some will 
branch out of him as authors, and others as actors 
or laborers, in the same cause 1 

And, lastly, it will show us the difficulty (if any 
attempt should be made) of reversing permanently 
the late noble act of the legislature for the aboli- 
tion of the Slave-trade. For let us consider how 
many, both of the living and the dead, could be 
made to animate us. Let us consider too, that 
this is the cause of mercy, justice, and religion ; 
that as such, it will always afford renewed means 
of rallying ; and that the dead will always be 
heard with interest, and the living with enthu- 
siasm, upon iU 
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CHAPTER XIL 

AUTHOB DEVOTES THIS CHJLPTBB TO COKSIDEBJLTIONS BELATZYE TO. HIK 
SELF— -FEiLBS THAT BT THE FBEQUBNT INTBODVOTION OF HIMSELF TO 
THB NOTICE OF THE BBADBB HB MAT VXCV» THE GHABOE OF OSTll^ 
TATION. — ObsEBVATIONS ON ST7CH A CHABGE. 

Having brought my History of the Abolition of 
the Slave-trade up to the month of May, 1787, I 
purpose taking the liberty, before I proceed with 
it, to devote this chapter to considerations relative 
to myself. This, indeed, seems to be now neces- 
sary : for I have been fearful for some pages past, 
and, indeed, from the time when I began to intro- 
duce myself to the notice of the reader, as one of - 
the forerunners and coadjutors in this greut cause^ 
that I might appear to have put myself into a 
situation too prominent, so as even to have incur- 
red the charge of ostentation. But if there should 
be some, who, in consequence of what they have 
already read of this history, should think thus 
unfavorably of me, what must their opinion ulti- 
mately be, when unfortunately, I must become 
still more prominent in it ! Nor do I know in 
what manner I shall escape their censure. For 
if, to avoid egotism, I should write, as many have 
4one, in the third person, what would this profit 
me? The delicate situation, therefore, in which I 
feel myself to be placed, makes me desirous of 
saying a few words to the reader on this subject. 
; And first, I may qbs^rve, that several of ipy 
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friends' urged me from time to time, and this long* 
before the abolition of the Slave-trade had been 
effected, to give a history of the rise and progress 
of the attempt, as far as it had been then made. 
But I uniformly resisted their application. 

When the question was decided last year, they 
renewed their request. They represented to me, 
that no person knew the beginning and progress 
of this great work so well as myself; that it was 
a pity that such knowledge should die with me ; 
that such 'a history would be useful ; that it would 
promote good feelings among men ; that it would 
urge them to benevolent exertions ; that it would 
supply them with hope in the midst of these ; that 
it would teach them many valuable lessons ; these 
and other things were said to me. But, encour- 
aging as they were, I never lost sight of the ob- 
jection, which is the subject of this chapter ; nor 
did I ever fail to declare, that though, considering 
^he part I had taken in this great cause, I might 
be qualified better than some others, yet it was a 
task too delicate for me to perform. I always 
foresaw that I could not avoid making myself too 
prominent an object in such a history, and that I 
should be liable, on that account, to the suspicion 
of writing it for the purposer of sounding my own 
praise. 

With this objection my friends were not satis* 
fied. They answered, that I might treat the 
History of the Abolition of the Slave-trade as a 
species of biography, or as the history of a part of 
my own life: that people, who had much less 
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Weighty matters to communicate, wrote their own 
histories; and that no one charged them with 
vanity for so doing. 

I own I was not convinced by this answer. I 
determined, however, in compliance with their 
wishes, to examine the objection more minutely, 
and to see if I could overcome it more satisfac*- 
torily tomy own mind. . With this view, I endeav- 
ored to anticipate the course which such a his- 
tory would take, I saw clearly, in the first place, 
.that there were times, for months together, when 
the committee for the abolition of the Slave-trade 
was laboring without me, and when I myself for 
an equal space of time was laboring in distant 
parts of the kingdom without them. Hence I per- 
ceived that, if my own exertions were left out, 
there woidd be repeated chasms in this history, 
$tnd, indeed, that it could not be completed with- 
out the frequent mention of myself. And I was 
willing to hope that this would be so obvious to 
the good sense of the reader, that if he should 
think me vain-glorious in the early part of it, he 
would afterwards^ when he advanced in the peru- 
sal of it, acquit me of ^uch a charge. This con-p* 
sideration was the first, which removed my object 
tion on this head. That there can be no ground 
for any charge of ostentation, as far as the origin 
of this history is concerned, so I hope to convince 
him there can be none, by showing him in what 
light I have always viewed myself in connexion 
with the committee, to which I have had the 
hopor to belong. 

VOL. I. 18 
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I have unifonnly considered our committee for 
the abolition of the Slave-trade, as we usually 
consider the human body, that is, as made up of 
a head and of various members, which had dif- 
ferent offices to perform. Thus, if one man was 
an eyey another was an ear, another an arm, and 
Another a foot. And here I may say, with great 
truth, that I believe no committee was ever made 
up of persons, whose varied talents were better 
adapted to the work before them. Viewing then 
the committee in this light, and myself as in con- 
nexion with it, I may deduce those truths, with 
which tha analogy will furnish me. And first, it 
will follow, that if every member has performed 
his office faithfully, though one may have done 
something more than another, yet no one of them 
in particular has any reason to boast. With what 
propriety could the foot, though in the execution 
of its duty it had become weary, say to the finger, 
** Thou hast done less than I f* when the finger 
could reply with truth, ** I have done all that has 
been given me to do !" It will follow also, that 
as every limb is essentially necessary for the com- 
pletion of a perfect work; so in the case before 
us, every one was as necessary in his own office, 
or department, as another. For what, for exam- 
ple, could I myself have done if I had not derived 
80 much assistance from the committee ? What 
could Mr. Wilberforce have done in Parliament, 
if I, on the other hand, had not collected that 
great body of evidence, to which there was such 
a constant appeal? And what could the com- 
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mittee have done without the parliamentary aid 
of Mr. Wilberforce ? And in mentioning this neces- 
sity of distinct offices and talents for the accom- 
phshment of the great work, in which we have 
been all of us engaged, I feel myself bound by the 
feelings of justice^ to deliver it as my opinion in 
this place, (for, perhaps, I may have no other 
opportunity,) that knowing, as I have done, so 
many members of both houses of our legislature, 
for many of whom I have had a sincere respect, 
there was never yet one, who appeared to me to 
be so properly qualified, in all respects, for the 
management of the great cause of the abolition 
of the Slave-trade, as he, whose name I have just 
mentioned. His connexions, but more particu- 
larly his acquaintance with the first minister of 
state, were of mc^e service in the promotion of it,^ 
than they, who aj:e but Uttle acquainted with po- 
litical movements,, (^an well aj^reciate. His habits 
also of diligent and persevering inquiry made him 
master of all the knowledge that was requisite 
for conducting it. His talents both in and out of 
Parliament made him a powerful advocate in its 
favor. His character, free from the usual spots 
of human imperfection, gave an appropriate Ivstre 
to the cause, making it look yet more lovely, and 
enticing others to its support. But most of all, 
the motive, on which he undertook it, insured 
its progress. For this did not originate in views 
of selfishness, or of party, or of popular applause, 
but in an aW^ful sense of his duty as a Christian. 
It was this, which gave him alacrity and courage 
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in his pursuit. It was this, which made biin 
continue in his elevated situation of a legislator^ 
.though it was unfavorable, if not to his health, 
at least to his ease and comfort. It was this, 
which made him incorporate this great object 
among the pursuits of his life., so that it was daily 
in his thoughts. It was this, which, when year 
afte^ year of unsuccessful exertion returned, oc« 
casioued him to be yet fresh and vigorous in 
spirit, and to persevere till the day of triumph. 

But to return : There is yet another considera- 
tion, which I shall ofifer to the reader on this 
subject, and with which I shall conclude it. It 
is this ; that no one ought to be accused of vanity 
until he has been found to assume to himself some 
extraordinary merit. This being admitted, I shall 
now freely disclose the view, which I have always 
been desirous of taking of my own conduct on 
this occasion, in the following words : — 

As Robert Barclay, the apologist for the Qua- 
kers, when he dedicated his work to Charles the 
Second, intimated to this prince, that any merit, 
which the work might have, would not be derived 
from his patronage of it, but from the Author 
of all spiritual good ; so I say to the reader, with 
respect to myself, that I disclaim all praise on 
account of any part I may have taken in the pro- 
motion of this great cause, for that I am desirous 
above all things to attribute my best endeavors 
in it to the influence of a superior Power ; of 
Him, I mean, who gave me a heart to feel ; who 
gave me courage to begin; and perseverance to 
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proceed ; and that I am thankful to Him, and 
this with the deepest feeling of gratitude and hu- 
mility, for haying permitted me to become useful, 
in any degree, to my fellow creatures^ 



CHAPTER XIII, 

AVTHOB SITUKVS TO HIS HISTOBT.-r^SOMHITTBS FOBMBV AM BBFOBf 
MBNTIOMBP— IT« PBOCEBDINOS.— Author FBODUCBS a 8UMMABT VIBW 
OF THE SLAVE-TBADB A.ND OF THE PB0BA.BLE COMSEQUBNCEfi OF ITS 
ABOLITION.— WbONOS OF AfBICA, BT MR. RoSCOB, OBBBBOTTSLT FBE- 
SXlfTBD TO THX COMMITTBB. — ImpOHTAMT BISGUSSION AS TO THE OBJECT 
or Tna ooMHiT'i'EB^ EMANCirAXiUN vsclakjsu tu jbjs no fABT or rrv— : 
COMtnTTBB DECIDES ON ITS PUBLIC TITLE .•-AUTHOE EEQUBSTBD TO 

oo TO Bristol, Livbbpool and Lancastbr, to collect further IN* 

roUMATIOM ON THB SUBJECT OF THE TRAOB. 

I RETURN now, after this long digression, to the 
continuation of my history. 

It was shown in the latter part of the tenth 
chapter, that twelve individuals, all of whom were 
then named, met together, by means which no one 
-could have foreseen, on the twenty-second of May, 
1787 ; and that, after having voted the Slave-trade 
to be both unjust and impolitic, they formed them- 
selves into a committee for procuring such infor- 
mation and evidence, and for publishing the same, 
as might tend to the abolition of it, and for directs 
ing the application of such money, as had been 
already and might hereafter be collected for that 
purpose. At this meeting it was resolved also, that 
|io less than three members should form a quo- 

VOL. I. 18* 
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rum ; that Samnel Hoare should be the treasurer; 
that the treasurer should pay no money but by 
order of the committee ; and that copies of these 
resolutions should be printed and circulated, in 
which it should be inserted that the subscriptions 
of all such as were willing to forward the plans 
of the committee, should be received by the trea- 
surer or any member of it. 

On the twentyrfourth of May, the committee 
met again to promote the object of its institution. 

The treasurer reported at this meeting, that the 
subscriptions already received, amounted to one 
hundred and thirty-six pounds. 

As I had foreseen, long before this time, that 
my Essay on the Slavery and Commerce of the 
Human Species was too large for general circula- 
tion, and yet that a general circulation of knowl- 
edge on this subject was absolutely necessary, I 
determined, directly after the formation of the 
committee, to write a short pamphlet consisting 
only of eight or ten pages for this purpose. I 
called it A Summary View of the Slave-trade, and 
of the probable Consequences of its Abolition. It 
began by exhibiting to the reader the various un- 
justifiable ways in which persons living on the 
coast of Africa became slaves. It then explained 
the treatment > which these experienced on their 
passage, the number dying in the course of it, and 
the treatment of the survivors in the colonies of 
those nations to which they were canied. It then 
announced the speedy publication of a work on the 
impolicy of the Trade, the contents of which. 
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fkr as I could then see, I gave generally under the 
following heads : Part the first, it was said, would 
show, that Afirica was capable of offering to us t, 
trade in its own natural productions as well as in 
the persons of men ; that the trade in the persons 
of men was profitable but to a few ; that its value 
was diminished from many commercial consid- 
erations ; that it was also highly destructive to 
our seamen ; and that the branch of it, by which 
we supplied the island of St. Domingo with slaves, 
was peculiarly impolitic on that account. Part 
the second, it was said, would show, that, if the 
daves were kindly treated in our colonies, they 
Would increase ; that the abolition of the trade 
would necessarily secure such a treatment to them^ 
and that it would produce many other advantages 
which would be then detailed. 

This little piece I presented to the committee at 
this their second meeting. It was then duly read 
and examined ; and the result was, that, after 
some little correction, it was approved, and that 
two thousand copies of it were ordered to be 
printed, with lists of the subscribers and of the 
committee, and to be sent to various parts of the 
kingdom. 

On June the seventh the committee met again 
for the dispatch of business, when, among other 
things, they voted their thanks to Dr. Baker, of 
Lower Grosvenor-street, who had been one of my 
first assistants, for his services to the 'caus)^. 

At this committee, John Barton, one of the 
members of it> stated that he was commidsioned 
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by thd Author of a poem, entitled, The Wrongs of 
Afiricav to offer the profits, which might arise from 
the sale of that work, to the committee, for the 
purpose of enabling th^m to pursue the object of 
their institution. This circumstance was not only 
agreeable, inasmuch ad it showed us, that there 
were others who felt with us for the injured Afri* 
cans, and who were willing to aid us in our de- 
signs, but it was rendered still more so, when we 
were given to understand that the poem was writ- 
ten by Mr. Roscoe of Liverpool, and the preface 
to it by the late Dr. Currie, who then lived in the 
same place. To find friends to our cause rising 
up from a quarter^ where we expected scarcely 
any thing but opposition, was very consolatory and 
encouraging. As this poem was well written, but 
cannot now be had, I shall give the introductory 
^art of it, which is particularly beautiful, to the 
perusal of the reader. It begins thus : 

"Offepring of Love divine, Humanity! 
To whom, his eldest iMrn, th' E^raat gave 
Dominioa o'er the heart ; and taught to touch 
Its varied, stops in sweetest unison ; 
And eitrike the string that from a kindred breast 
Responsive vibrates ! from the noisy haunts 
Of mercantile confusion, where thy voice 
Is heard not; from the meretricious glar^ 
Of crowded theatresi where in thy place 
Sits Sensibility, with wat'ry eye. 
Dropping o'er fancied woes her useless tear ;•— 
t!m0 thou, and weep with rae substaatiai iUs ; 
Aad execrate the wrongs, that Afric's sons, 
Tom from their natal shore, and doom'd to bear 
The yoke of servitude in foreign dimes, 
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Nor let the strong emotion liae in Tain ; 
But may the kind contagion widely spread^ 
Till in its flame the unrelenting heart 
Of avarice melt in softest sympathy — 
And one bright blaze of universal love 
In grateful incense rises up to Heaven ! 

** Form'd with the same capacity of pain, 
The same desire of pleasure and of ease, 
Why feels not man for man ! When nature shrinkfl 
From the slight puncture of an insect's sting, 
Faints, if not screened from sultry suns, and pines 
Beneath the hardship of an hour's delsly 
Of neediiil nutriment ; — when Liberty 
Is priz'd so dearly, that the slightest breath. 
That ruffles but her mantle, can awake 
To arms unwariike nations, and can rouse 
Confederate states to vindicate her claims : — 
How shall the sufferer man his fellow doom 
To ills he mourns or spurntf^t ; tear with stripes 
His quiv'ring flesh ; with hunger and with thirst 
Waste his emaciate frame ; in ceaseless toils 
Exhaust his vital powers ; and bind his limbs 
In galling chains ! Shall he, whose fragile fonA 
Demands continual blessing to support 
Its complicated texture, air, and food, 
Ilaiment, alternate rest, and kindly skies. 
And healthful seasons, dare with impious V(»o6 
To ask those mercies, whilst his selfish aim 
Arrests the general freedom of their course $ 
And, gratified beyond his utmost wish. 
Debars another fiom the bounteous storel" 

In this manner was the subject of this beautifui 
poem introduced to the notice of the public. But 
I have no room for any further extracts, nor time 
to make any further comment upon it. I can 
only add, that the committee were duly sensible a^ 
weU of ite m^tS) as of the Tirtuous and generotnl 
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disposition of the author, and that they requested 
John Bartdh to thank him in an appropriate man- 
ner for his offer, which he was to say they ac- 
cepted gratefully. 

At this sitting, at which ten members were 
present out of the twelve, a discussion unexpect- 
edly arose on a most important subject. The 
committee, finding that their meetings began to 
be approved by many, and that the cause under 
their care was likely to spread, and foreseeing 
also the necessity there would soon be of making 
themselves known as a public body throughout 
the kingdom, thought it right that they should 
assume some title, which should be a permanent 
one, and which should be expressive of their future 
views. This gave occasion to them to reconsider 
the object for which they had associated, and to 
fix and define it in such a manner, that there 
should be no misunderstanding about it in the 
public mind. In looking into the subject, it ap- 
peared to them that there were two evils, quite 
distinct from each other, which it might become 
their duty to endeavor to remove. The first was 
the evil of the Slave-trade, ih consequence of 
which many thousand persons were every year 
fraudulently and forcibly taken from their country, 
their relations, and friends, and from all that they 
esteemed valuable in life. The second was the 
evil of slavery itself, in consequence of which the 
same persons were forced into a situation, where 
they were deprived of the rights of men, where, 
ihey were obliged to linger out their days subject 
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to' ftxcesdive labor and cruel punishments, and 
where their children were to inherit the sama 
hard lot. Now the question was, which of the 
two evils the committee should select as that, to 
which they should direct their attention with a 
view of the removal of it f or whether, with th§ 
same view, it should direct its attention to both 
of them. 

It appeared soon to be the sense of the com* 
mittee, that to aim at the removal of both would 
be to aim at too much, and that by doing this we 
might lose ail. 

The question then was, which of the two they 
were to take as their object. Now in considering 
this question it appeared that it did not matter 
where they began, or which of them they took, 
as far as the end to be produced was the thing 
desired. For, first, if the Slave-trade should be 
really abolished, the bad usage of the slaves in 
the colonies, that is, the hard part of their slavery, 
if not the slavery itself, would fall. For, the 
planters and others being unable to procure more 
slaves from the coast of Africa, it would follow 
directly, whenever this great event should take 
place, that they must treat those better, whom 
they might then have. They must render mar- 
riage honorable among them. They must estab- 
lish the union of one man with one wife. They 
must give the pregnant women more indulgences. 
They must pay more attention to the rearing of 
their offspring. They must work and punish the 
t adults with less rigor. Now it was to be appr^ 
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bended that they could not do these things, with- 
out seeing the political advantages which would 
arise to themselves from so doing ; and that, rea«> 
floning upon this, they might be induced to go 
on to give them greater indulgences, rights, and 
privileges in time. But how would every such 
successive improvement of their condition operate, 
but to bring them nearer to the state of freemen 1 
In the same manner it was contended, that the bet- 
ter treatment of the slaves in the colonies, or that 
the emancipation of them there, when fit for it, 
would of itself lay the foundation for the abolition 
of the Slave-trade. For, if the slaves were kindly 
treated, that is, if marriage were encouraged 
among them ; if the infants who should be bom 
were brought up with care; if the siok were 
properly attended to ; if the young and the adult 
were well fed and properly clothed, and not over- 
worked, and not worn down by the weight of 
severe punishments, they would necessarily in- 
crease, and this on. an extensive scale. But if the 
planters were thus to get their laborers from the 
births on their own estates, then the Slave-trade 
would in time be no longer necessary to. them, 
and it would die away as an useless and a noxious 
plant. Thus it was of no consequence, which 
of the two evils the committee were to select as 
the object for their labors ; for, as far as the end 
in -view only was concerned, that the same end 
would be produced in either case. 

But in looking further into this question, it 
«eemed to make a material difference which of the 
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two they selected, as far as they had in view the 
due execution of any laws, which might be made 
respecting them, and their own prospect of success 
in the undertaking. For, by aiming at the aboli- 
tion of the Slave-trade, they were laying the axe 
at the very root. By doing this, and this only, 
they would not incur the objection, that they were 
meddling with the property of the planters, and 
letting loose an irritated race of beings, who, in 
consequence of all the vices and infirmities, which 
a state of slavery entails upon those who undergo 
it, were unfit for their freedom. By asking the 
government of the country to do this, and this 
only, they were asking for that, which it had an 
indisputable right to do ; namely, to regulate or 
abolish any of its branches of commerce ; whereas 
it was doubtful, whether it could interfere with 
the management of the internal affairs of the colo- 
nies, or whether this was not wholly the province 
of the legislatures established there. By asking 
the government, again, to do this and this only, 
they were asking what it could really enforce. It 
could station its ships of war, and command its 
custom-houses, so as to carry any act of this kind 
into effect. But it could not ensure that an act 
to be observed in the heart of the islands should 
be enforced.* To this it was added, that if the 

* The late correspondence of the governors of our colonies with 
{jord Camden in his official situation, but particularly the state- 
ments made by Lord Seaforth and General Prevost, have shown 
t|he wisdom of this remark, and that no dependence was tp be 
had for the better usage of the slaves but upon thQ total abplitioq^ 
qf the trade, 

VOL. I^ 19 



218 TBE BI8T0K7 OF TmS 

committee were to fix upon the aimihilatioii of 
slavery as the object of their labors^ the Slave-- 
trade would not fall so speedily as it' would by a 
positive law for the abolition ; because, though 
the increase from the births might soon 8uj>ply 
all the estates now in cultivation with laborers, 
yet new plantations might be opened from time to 
time in different islands, so that no period could 
be fixed upon, when it could be said that it would 
cease. 

Impressed by these arguments, the committee 
were clearly of opinion, that they should define 
their object to be the abolition of the Slave-trade, 
and not of the slavery which sprung from it. 
Hence from this time, and in allusion to the 
month when this discussion took place, they styled 
themselves in their different advertisements, and 
reports, though they were first associated in the 
month of May, The committee instituted in June 
1787, for effecting the Abolition of the Slave- 
trade. Thus, at the very outset, they took a 
ground which was for ever tenable. Thus they 
were enabled also to answer the objection, which 
was afterwards so constantly and so industriously 
circulated against them, that they were going to 
emancipate the slaves. And I have no doubt that 
this wise decision contributed greatly to their sue- 
cess ; for I am persuaded that, if they had adopted 
the other object, they could not for years to come, 
if ever, have succeeded in their attempt. 

Before the cominittee broke up, I represented 
to them the necessity there was of obtaining 
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ftirther knowledge on all those individual points, 
which might be said to belong to the great subject 
of the abolition of the Slave-trade. In the first 
place, this knowledge was necessary for me, if I 
were to complete my work on the Impolicy of 
this Trade, which work the Summary View, just 
printed, had announced to the world. It would 
be necessary also, in case the Slave-trade should 
become a subject of parliamentary inquiry ; for 
this inquiry could not proceed without evidence. 
And if any time was peculiarly fit for the procur- 
ing of such information or evidence, it was the 
present. At this time the passions of men had 
not been heated by any public agitation of the 
question, nor had interest felt itself biased to 
conceal the truth. But as soon as ever it should 
be publicly understood, that a parliamentary in- 
quiry was certain, (which we ourselves believed 
would be the case, but which interested men did 
not then know,) we should find many of the ave- 
nues to information closed against us. I proposed 
therefore that some one of the committee should 
undertake a journey to Bristol, Liverpool^ and 
Lancaster, where he should reside for a time to 
collect further light upon this subject ; and that 
if others should feel their occupations or engage- 
ments to be such as would make such a journey 
unsuitable, I would undertake it myself. I beg- 
ged therefore the favor of the different members 
of the committee, to turn the matter over in their 
minds by the next meeting, that we might then 
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talk over and decide upon the propriety of the 
measure. 

The committee held its fourth meeting on the 
twelfth of June. Among the subjects which were 
then brought forward, was that of the journey 
before mentioned. The propriety, and indeed even 
the necessity of it was so apparent, that I was 
requested by all present to undertake it, and a 
minute for that purpose was entered upon our 
records. Of this journey, as gradually unfolding* 
light on the subject, and as peculiarly connected 
with the promotion of our object, I shall now give 
an account ; after which I shall return to the pro-» 
eeedings of the committee. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

AUTHOB JLRBITEB AT BBI8T0L.~4nTR0DV0TI0N TO QUAKKR FAMILtU 
THBBE.— OBJBCTS OF HIS INQUIRY.— IlL USJLOB OF BEAJCEN ON BOA.RD 

THE SHIP Bbothers.— Obtains a lUfowLEseB of sbtbral artxclbs op 
Afbican produce.— Dr. Camplin—Dban Tuckbr— Mr. Eenrt Sul> 

OAR. — PROGURBS an AUTHENTICATES ACCOUNT OF THE TREACHEROUS 
VASSACBE AT CaLEBAR.— IlL U8AOB OF THE SEAMEN OF THE SHIP AL* 

fbbii.— Painful feelings of the author on this occasion. 

Having made preparations for my journey, I 
took my leave of the different individuals of the 
committee. I called upon Mr. Wilberforce, also, 
with the same design. He was then very ill, and 
in bed. Sir Richard Hill and others were sitting 
by his bed-side. After conversing as much as he 
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well could in his weak state, he held out bis 
hand to me, and wished me success. When I 
left him, I felt much dejected. It appeared to 
me as if it would be in this case, as it is often 
in that of other earthly things, that we scarcely 
possess what we repute a treasure, when it is 
taken from us. 

I determined to take this journey on horse- 
back, not only on account of the relaxed state in 
which I found myself, after such close and con- 
stant application, but because I wished to have all 
my time to myself upon the road, in order the 
better to reflect upon the proper means of promot- 
ing this great cause. The first place I resolved 
to visit was Bristol. Accordingly 1 directed my 
course thither. On turning a corner, within about 
a mile of thai city, at about eight in the evening, 
I came within sight of it. The weather was 
rather hazy, which occasioned it to look of un- 
usual dimensions. .The bells of some of the 
churches were then ringing ; the sound of them 
did not strike me, till I had turned the comer 
before mentioned, when it came upon me at once. 
It filled me almost directly, with a melancholy 
for which I could not account. I began now to 
tremble, for the first time, at the arduous task I 
had undertaken, of attempting to subvert one of 
the branches of the commerce of the great place 
which was then before me. I began to think of 
the host of people I should have to encounter in 
it. I anticipated much persecution in it also ; and 
I questioned whether I should even get out of it 

VOL. I. 19* 
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alive. But in journeying on, I became more calm 
and composed. My spirits began to return. In 
these latter moments I considered my first feelings 
as useful, inasmuch as they impressed upon me 
the necessity of extraordinary courage, and activity, 
and perseverance, and of watchfulness, also, over 
my own conduct, that I might not throw any stain 
upon the cause I had undertaken. When, there- 
fore, I entered the city, I entered it with an un- 
daunted spirit, determining that no labor should 
make me shrink, nor danger, nor even persecution, 
deter me from my pursuit. 

My first introduction was by means of a letter 
to Harry Gandy, who had then become one of the 
religious society of the Quakers. This introduc- 
tion to him was particularly useful to me, for he 
had been a seafaring man. In his early youth he 
. had becfu of a roving disposition ; and, in order 
to see the world, had been two voyages in the 
Slave-trade, so that he had Jinown the nature and 
practices of it. This enabled him to give me 
much useful information on the subject ; and as 
he had frequently felt, as he grew up, deep afllic- 
tion of mind for having been concerned in it, he 
was impelled to forward my views as much as 
possible under an idea that he should be thus 
making some reparation for the indiscreet and 
profane occupations of his youth. 

I was also introduced to the families of James 
Harford, John Lury, Matthew Wright, Philip De« 
bell Tucket, Thomas Bonville, and John Waring ; 
all of whom were of the same religious society. I 
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gained an introduction, also, soon afterwards, to 
Qeorge Fisher. These were my first and only 
acquaintance at Bristol for some time. I derived 
assistance in the promotion of my object from all 
of them ; and it is a matter of pleasing reflection, 
that the friendships then formed have been kept 
alive to the present time. 

The objects I had marked down as those to be 
attended to, were : to ascertain what were the na- 
tural productions of Africa, and, if possible, to ob-^ 
tain specimens of them, with a view of forming a 
cabinet or collection ; to procure as much infor- 
mation as I could, relative to the manner of ob- 
taining slaves on the continent of Africa, of trans-» 
porting them to the West Indies, and of treating 
them there ; to prevail upon persons, having a 
knowledge of any or all of these circumstances, 
to come forward to be examined as evidences 
before parliament, if such an examination should 
take place ; to make myself still better acquainted 
with the loss of seamen in the Slave-trade ; also 
with the loss of those who were employed in the 
other trades from the same port ; to know the 
nature, and quantity, and value of the imports and 
exports of goods in the former case : there were 
some other objects, which I classed under the 
head of Miscellaneous^ 

In my first movements about this city, I found 
that people talked very openly on the subject of 
the Slave-trade. They seemed to be well ac- 
quainted with the various circumstances belonging ^ 
to It. There were facts, in short, in every body's ■ 
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mouth) concerning it ; and every body seemed to 
execrate it, though no one thought of its abolition* 
In this state of things I perceived that my course 
was obvious ; for I had little else to do, in pursu- 
ing two or three of my objects, than to trace- the 
foundation of those reports which were in cir- 
culation. 

On the third of July I heard that the ship Bro* 
thers,* then lying in King-road for Africa, could 
not get her seamen, and that a party which had 
been put on board, becoming terrified by the pros- 
pect of their situation, had left her on Sunday 
morning. On inquiring further, I found that those 
who had navigated her on her last voyage, thirty 
two of whom had died, had been so dreadfully 
used by the captain, that he could not get hands 
in the present. It was added, that the treatment 
of seamen was a crying evil in this trade, and 
that consequently few would enter into it, so that 
there was at all times a great difficulty in procur- 
ing them, though they were ready enough to 
enter into other trades. 

The relation of these circumstances made me 
acquainted with two things, of which I had not 
before heard : namely, the aversion of seamen to 
engage, and the bad usage of them when engaged, 
in this cruel trade ; into both which, I determined 
immediately to inquire. 



* I abstain fiom mentioiuiig the names cf the captain cf Htm ot 
of other vc a ed a, lest the raDording of them should give pain to nbh 
HfOB wfa# can hafo had no share in their guilt 
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I conceived that it became toe to be Vety catl*- 
tious about giving ear too readily to reports ; and 
therefore, as I could easily learn the truth of one 
of the assefrtions which had been made to me, I 
thought it prudent to ascertain this, and to judge, 
by the discovery I should make concetnitig it, 
lurhat degree of credit might be due to the rest. 
Accoi'dingly, by means of my late friend, Ti"uman 
Harford, the eldest son of the respectable family 
of that matne, to which I have already mentioned 
myself to have been introduced, I gained access to 
the muster-roll of the ship Brothers. On looking 
'over the names of her last crew, 1 found the riiel- 
ancholy truth confirmed, that thirty-two of them 
bad been placed among the dead. 

Having ascertained this circumstance, I became 
eager to inquire into the truth of the others, but 
more particularly of the treatment of one of the 
seameA, which, as it was reported to me, exceeded 
all belief. His naine was John Dean ; he w^^as a 
black man, but free. The report was, that for u 
trifling circiftnstance, for which he was in nowise 
to blame, the captain had fastened him with hi^ 
belly to the deck, and that, in this situation, he 
bad poured hot pitch upon his back, and made 
incisions in it with hot tongs. 

Bfeibre, however, I attempted to learn the ttuth 
of this barbarous proceeding, I thought I would 
look into the ship's muster-roll, to see if I could 
find the name of such a man. On examination 
I found it to be the last on the list. John Dean, it 
appeared, had been one of the original crew, hav^ 
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ing gone oa board, from Bristol, on the twenty- 
second day of July, 1785. 

On inquiring where Dean was to be found, my 
informant told me that he had lately left Bristol for 
London. I was shown, however, to the house 
where he had lodged. The name of his landlord 
was Donovan. On talking with him on the sub- 
ject, he assured me that the report which I had 
heard was true ; for that while he resided with 
him he had heard an account of his usage from 
some of his ship-mates, and that he had often 
looked at his scarred and mutilated back. 

On inquiring of Donovan if any other, person in 
Bristol could corroborate this account, he referred 
me to a reputable tradesman living in the Market- 
place. Having been introduced to him, he told 
me that he had long known John Dean to be a 
sober and industrious man ; that be had seen the 
terrible indentures on his back ; and that they 
were said to have been made by the captain, in 
the manner related, during his last voyage. 

While I was investigating this ipatter further, I 
was introduced to Mr. Sydenham Teast, a respect- 
^ able ship-builder in Bristol, and the owner of ves* 
sels trading to Africa in the natural productigns 
of that country. I mentioned to him, by accident 
what I had heard relative to ^he treatment of 
John Dean. He said it was true. An attorney* 



* I afterwards foand out tbiB attorney. He described the tians- 
lu^aa to me, as by report, it had taken place^ and infonaed me 
Uiat he had made the captam of the Brothers pay fiir his 
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In London had then taken up his cause, in come*^ 
quenoe of which the captain hc^d been prevented 
from sailing, till he could find persons who would 
be answerable for the damages which might be 
awarded against him in a court of law. Mr. 
Teast further said, that, not knowing, at that time, 
the cruelty of the transaction to its full extent, 
he himself had been one of the securities for the 
captain at the request of the purser* of the ship. 
Finding, however, afterwards, that it was as the 
public bad stated, he was sorry that he had ever 
interfered in such a barbarous case. 

This transaction, which I now believed to be 
true, had the effect of preparing me for crediting 
whatever I might hear concerning the barbarities 
said to be practised in this tmde. It kindled also 
a fire of indignation within me, and produced in 
me both anxiety and spirit to proceed. But that 
which excited these feelings the most, was the 
consideration, that the purser of this ship, know- 
ing, as he did, of this act of cruelty, should have 
sent out this monster again. This, I own, made 
me think that there was a system of bad usage to 
be deliberately practised upon the seamen in this 
employment, for some purpose or other which 1 
could then neither comprehend nor ascertain. 

But while I was in pursuit of this one object, I 
was not unmindful of the others which I had 



* The purser of a ship, at Bristol, is the person who raanaget 
the oat-fit, as well as the trade, and who is often in part owner gC 
"her. 
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miurk^d out ix myself. I had already prooured 
an iaterview» as I have mentioned, with Mr. By- 
deuham Teast. I had done this with a view of 
1/eaming from him what w«re the diSerent produc- 
tions of the continent of Africa, as far as he had 
been able to ascertain from the imports by his own 
vesseia. He was very open and communicative. 
He had imported ivory, red-wood, cam-wood^ and 
gura-copal. He purposed to import palm oil. 
He observed that hees-wax might be collected also 
liipon the coast. Of his gum-copal he gave me a 
specimen. He furnished me also with two diiOfer- 
ent specimens of unknown woods, which had the 
appearance of being useful. One of his captains, 
he informed me, had been t(dd by the natives, that 
cotton, pink in the pod, grew in their country. 
He was of opinion, that many valuable produc- 
tions might be found upon this continent. 

Mr. Biggs, to whom I gained an introduction 
also, was in a similar trade with Mr. Teast ; that 
is, he had cme or two vessels, which skimmed, as 
it were, the coast and rivers, for what they could 
get of the produce of Africa, without having any 
concern in the trade for slaves. Mr, Biggs gave 
me a specimen of gum . Senegal, of yellow wood, 
and of Mailaguetta and Cayenne pepper. He 
gave me also small pieces of cloth made e^id dyed 
by the natives, the colors of which they could 
only have obtained from materials in their own 
country, Mr. Biggs seemed to be assured, that 
Jf proper persons were gent to Africa on discovery, 
they would find a rich mine of wealth in the nat- 
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liral productions of it, and in none more adran-^ 
tageous to this as a manufacturing nation, than in 
the many beautififl dyes which it might furnish. 

From Thomas Bonville I collected two specie 
mens of cloth made hy the natives, and from others 
a beautiful piece of tulip-wood, a small piece of 
wood similar to mahogany, and a sample of fine 
rice, all of which had been brought from the same 
continent. 

Among the persons whom I found out at Bris«» 
tol, and from whom I derived assistance, were 
Dr. Camplin, and the celebrated Dean Tucker, 
The former was my warm defender ; for the West- 
Indian and African merchants, as soon as they 
discovered my errand, began to calumniate me* 
The Dean, though in a very advanced a^e, felt 
himself much interested in my pursuit.. He had 
long moved in the political world himself, and 
was desirous of hearing of what was going for- 
ward that was new in it, but particularly about so 
desirable a measure as that of the abolition of the 
Slave-trade.* He introduced me to the Custon^- 
house at Bristol. He used to call upon, me at the 
Merchant's Hall, while I was transcribing the 
muster-rolls of the seamen there. In, short, he 
seemed to be interested in all; my movements. 
He became also a warm, supporter both of me and 
of my cause. 

* Dean Tucker, io, hiS; Reflections on the Disputes between 
Qreat Britain and Ireland j published in 1785, had passed a severe 
censure on thie British, planters for the inhuman treatment of their 
flaves. 

yoL. i^ 20 
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Among othera, who were useful to me in my 
pursuit, was Mr. Henry Sulgar, an amiable min«» 
ister of the gospel belonging to the religious soci- 
jety of the Moravians in the same city. From him 
I first procured authentic documents relative to 
the treacherous massacre at Calabar. This cruel 
transaction had been frequently mentioned to me; 
but as it had taken place twenty years before, I 
could not find one person who had been engaged 
in it, nor could I come, in a satisfactory manner, 
at the various particulars belonging to it. My 
friend, however, put me in possession of copies of 
the real depositions which had been taken in the 
case of the' King against Lippincott and others 
relative to this event, namely, of captain Floyd, of 
the city of Bristol, who had been a witness to the 
scene, and of Epbraim Robin John, and of Anco- 
na Robin Robin John, two African chiefs, who 
had been sufierers by it. These depositions had 
been taken before Jacob Kirby, and Thomas Sy» 
mons, esquires, commissioners at Bristol for taking 
affidavits in the court of King's Bench. The 
tragedy, of which they gave a circumstantial ac* 
count, I shall present to the reader in as concise a 
manner as I can. 

In the year 1767, the ships Indian Queen, Duke 
of York, Nancy, and Concord, of Bristol, the Ed* 
gar, of Liverpool, and the Canterbury, of London, 
lay in Old Calabar river. 

It happened at this time that a quarrel subsisted 
between the principal inhabitants of Old Town 
and those of New Town, Old Calabar, which had 
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originated in a jealousy respecting slaves. The 
captains of the vessels now mentioned joined in 
sending several letters to the inhabitants of Old 
Town, but particularly to Ephraim Robin John, 
who was at that time a grandee or principal inhab- 
itant of the place. The tenor of these letters 
was, that they were sorry that any jealousy or 
quarrel should subsist between the two parties ; 
that if the inhabitants of Old Town would come 
on board, they would afford them security and 
protection ; adding at the same time, that their 
intention in inviting them was, that they might 
become mediators, and thus heal their disputes. 

The inhabitants of Old Town, happy to find 
that their differences were likely to be accom- 
modated, joyfully accepted the invitation. The 
three brothers of the grandee just mentioned, the 
eldest of whom was Amboe Robin John, first en- 
tered their canoe, attended by twenty-seven others, 
and, being followed by nine canoes, directed their 
course to the Indian Queen. They were dispatch- 
ed from thence the next morning to the Edgar^ 
and afterwards to the Duke of York, on board of 
which they went, leaving their canoe and attend- 
ants by the side of the same vessel. In the mean 
time the people on board the other canoes were 
either distributed on board, or lying close to, the 
other ships. 

This being the situation of the three brothers, 
and of the principal inhabitants of the place, the 
treachery now began to appear. The crew of 
the Duke of York, aided by the captain and mates, 
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and armed with pistols and cutlasses, rushed into 
the cabin, with an intent to seize the persons 
of their three innocent and unsuspicious guests. 
The unhappy men, alarmed at this violation of the 
rights of hospitality, and struck with astonish- 
ment at the behaviour of their supposed friends, 
attempted to escape through the cabin windows, 
but being wounded were obliged to desist, and to 
submit to be put in irons. 

In the same moment, in which this atrocious 
attempt had been made, an order had been given 
to fire upon the canoe, which was then l3ring by 
the side of the Duke of York. The canoe soon 
filled and sunk, and the wretched attendants were 
either seized, killed, or drowned. Most of the 
other ships followed the example. Great numbers 
were additionally killed and drowned on the occa- 
sion, and others were swimming to the shore. 

At this juncture the inhabitants of New Town, 
who had concealed themselves in the bushes by 
the water side, and between whom and the com- 
manders of the vessels the plan had been pre- 
viously concerted, came out from their hiding 
places, and, embarking in their canoes, made for 
such as were swimming from the fire of the ships. 
The ships' boats also were manned, and joined in 
the pursuit. They butchered the greatest part 
of those whom they caught. Many dead bodies 
were soon seen upon the sands, and others were 
floating upon the water ; and including those who 
were seized and carried off, and those who were 
drowned and killed, either by the firing of the 
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sbips or by the people of Ne>w Town, three huii^ 
dred were lost to the inhabitants of Old Town on 
that day. 

' The carnage, which I have been now describ- 
ing, was scarcely over, when a canoe, full of the 
principal people of New Town, who had been the 
promoters of the scheme, dropped along-side of 
the Duke of York. They demanded the person 
of Amboe Robin John, the brother of the grandee 
of Old Town, and the eldest of the three on 
board. The unfortunate man put the palms of 
his hands together, and beseeched the commander 
of the vessel, that he would not violate the rights 
of hospitality by giving up an unoffending stranger 
to his enemies. But no entreaties could avail. 
The commander received from the New Town 
people a slave, of the name of Econg, in his stead, 
and then forced him into the canoe, where his 
head was immediately struck off in the sight 
of the crew, and of his afflicted and disconsolate 
brothers. As for them, they escaped his fate ; but 
they were carried off with their attendants to the 
West Indies, and sold for slaves. 

The knowledge of this tragical event now fully 
confirmed me in the sentiment, that the hearts of 
those, who were concerned in this trafiic, became 
unusually hardened, and that I might readily be- 
lieve any atrocities, however great, which might 
be related of them. It made also my blood boil 
as it were within me. It gave a new spring to 
my exertions. And I rejoiced, sorrowYul as I 

otherwise was, that I had visited Bristol, if it had 
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been only to gam an accurate statement of this 
one fact. 

In pursuing my objects, I found that reports 
were current, that the crew of the Alfred slave- 
vessel, which had just returned, had been barbar* 
ously used, but particularly a young man of the 
name of Thomas, who had served as the surgeon's 
mate on board her. The report was, that he had 
been repeatedly knocked down by the captain ; 
that he had become in consequence of his ill 
usage so weary of his life, that he had three times 
jumped overboard to destroy it ; that on being 
4aken up the last time he had been chained to 
the deck of the ship, in which situation he had 
remained night and day for some time ; that in 
consequence of this his health had been greatly 
impaired ; and that it was supposed he could not 
long survive this treatment. 

It was with great difficulty, notwithstanding all 
my inquiries, that I could trace this person. I dis- 
covered him, however, at last. He was confined 
to his bed when I saw him, and appeared to me 
to be delirious. I could collect nothing from him- 
self relative to the particulars of his treatment. 
In his intervals of sense, he exclaimed against 
the cruelty both of the captain and of the chief 
mate, and pointing to his legs, thighs and body, 
which were all wrapped up in flannel, he endeav- 
ored to convince me how much he had sufibred 
there. At one time he said he forgave them. 
At another he asked, if I came to befritod him« 
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At another be looked wildly» and asked if I meant 
to take the captaul'^ part and to kill bim. 

I was greatly affected by the situation of this 
poor man, whose imi^ge haunted me both night 
and day, and I was meditating how most effectu* 
ally to assist bim, when I heard that he was 
dead. 

I was very desirous of tracing something fuT« 
ther on this subject, when Walter Chandler, of 
the society of the Quakers, who had been daily 
looking out for intelligence &)r me, brought a 
young man to me of the name of Dixon. He had 
been one of the crew of the same ship. He told 
me the particulars of the treatment of Thomas, 
with very little variation from those contained in 
the public report. After cross-examining him in 
the best manner I was able, I could find no incon- 
sistency in bis account. 

I asked Dixon how the captain came to treat 
the surgeon's mate in particular so ill. He said 
he had treated them all much aUke. A person 
of the name of Bulpin, he beUeved, was the only 
one who escaped bad usage in the ship. With 
respect to himself, he had been cruelly used so 
early as in the outward bound' passage, which 
had occasioned him to jump overboard. When 
taken up \ie was put into irons, and kept in these 
for a considerable time. He was afterwards ill 
used at different times, and even so late as within 
three or four days of his return to port For just 
before the Alfred made the island of Lundy, he 
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was struck by the captaiiiy Who cut his under lip 
into two. He said that it had bled so much, that 
the captain expressed himself as if much alarmed ; 
and having the expectation of arriving soon at 
Bristol, he had promised to make him amends, if 
he would hold his peace. This he said he had 
hitherto done, but he had received no recompense. 
In confirmation of his own usage, he desired me 
to examine his lip, which I had no occasion to do, 
having already perceived it, for the wound was 
apparently almost fresh. 

I asked Dixcm, if there was any person in Bris- 
tol, besides himself, who could confirm to me this 
his own treatment, as well as that of the other un- 
fortunate man who was now dead. He referred 
me to a seaman of the name of Matthew Pyke. 
This person, when brought to me, not only related 
readily the particulars of the usage in both cases, 
as I have now stated them, but that which he re- 
ceived himself. He said that his own arm had 
been broken by the chief mate in Black River, 
Jamaica, and that he had also by the captain^s 
orders, though contrary to the practice in merchant 
vessels, been severely flogged. His arm appeared 
to be then in pain. And I had a proof of the 
punishment by an inspection of his back. 

I asked Matthew Pyke, if the crew in general 
had been treated in a cruel manner. He replied, 
tliey had, except James Bqlpin. I then asked 
where James Bulpin was to be found. He told 
me where he had lodged, but feared he had gokie 
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hpme to his frieads in Somersetshire, I thii^ soom^ 
where in the neighborhood of Bridgewater. 

I thought it prudent to institute an inquiry into 
the characters of Thomas, Dixon, and Matthew 
Pyke, before I went further. The two former t 
found were strangers in Bristol, and I could collect 
nothing about tbem^ The latter was a native at 
the place, had served his time as a seaman from 
the port, and was reputed of fair character. 

My nett business was to see James Bulpin. I 
found him ju3t setting off for the country. He 
stopped, however, to converse with me. He was a 
young man of very respectable appearance and of 
mild manners. His appearance, indeed, gave me 
reason to hope that I might depend upon his state* 
ments ; but I was most of all influenced by the 
consideration, that, never having been ill used 
himself, he could have, no inducement to go be-» 
yond the bounds of truth on this occasion^ He 
gave me a melancholy confirmation of all the 
three cases. He told me also that one Joseph 
Cunningham had been a severe sufferer, and that 
there was reason to fear that Charles Horselei^ 
another of the crew, had been so severely beaten 
over the breast with a knotted end of a rope 
(which end was of the size of a large ball, and 
had been made on purpose) that he died of it» 
To this he added, that it was now a notorious 
fact, that the captain of the Alfred, when mate 
of ^ slave-ship, had been tried at Barbadoes for 
the murder of one of the crew, with whom he 
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had flailed, but that he had escaped by bribing the 
principal witness to disappeai^.* 

The reader will see, the further I went into the 
history of this voyage, the more dismal it became. 
One miserable account, when examined, only 
brought up another. I saw no end to inquiry. 
The great question was, what was I to do ? I 
! thought the best thing would be to get the captain 
apprehended, and make him stand his trial either 
for the murder of Thomas or of Charles Horseler. 
I communicated with the late Mr. Burges, an emi« 
nent attorney and the deputy town-clerk, on this 
occason. He had shown an attachment to me on 
account of the cause I had undertaken, and had 
given me, privately, assistance in it. I say pri- 
vately ; because, knowing the sentiments of many 
of the corporate body at Bristol, under whom he 
acted, he was fearful of coming forward in an open 
manner. His advice to me was, to take notes of 
the case for my own private conviction, but to take 
no public cognizance of it He said that seamen, 
as soon as their wages were expended, must be off 
to sea again. They could not generally, as lands- 
men do, maintain themselves on shore. Hence I 
should be obliged to keep the whole crew at my 
own expense till the day of trial, which might not 
be for months to come. He doubted not that, in 
the interim, the merchants and others would in- 

* Mr. Sampsdn, who was suigeon's mate of the ship, in which 
the captain had thus senred as a mate, confirmed to me afterwards 
tbos assertion, having often heard hun boast in the cabin, *<how he 
liad tricked Ifae law on that occasion.*^ 
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veigle many of them away by making them4bo&t- 
Bwains and other inferior officers in some of their 
ships ; so that, when the day of trial should comii> 
I should find my witnesses dispersed and gone. 
He observed moreover, that, if any of the officers 
of the ship had any notion of going out again 
under the same owners,^ I should have all these 
against me. To which he added that, if I were 
to make a point of taking up the cause of those 
whom I found complaining of hard usage in this 
trade, I must take up that of nearly all who sailed 
in it ; for that he only knew of one captain from 
the port in the Slave-trade, who did not deserve 
long ago to be hanged. Hence I should get into 
a labyrinth of expense, and difficulty, and uneasi- 
pess of mind, from whence I should not easily find 
a clew to guide me. 

This advice, though it was judicious, and 
founded on a knowledge of law proceedings, I 
found it very difficult to adopt. My own disposi- 
tion was naturally such, that whatever I engaged 
in I followed with more than ordinary warmth. 

* The seamen of the Alfred informed the purser of their ill usage. 
Matthew Pyke not only showed him his arm and his back, but 
acquainted him with the murder of Charles Horseler, stating that 
he had the instrument of his death in bis possession. The purser 
seemed more alive to this than to any other circumstance, and 
wished to get it from him. Pyke, however, had given it to me. 
Now what will the reader think, when he is informed that the 
purser, after all this knowledge of the captain's cruelty, sent him 
out again, and that he was the same person who was purser of 
the Brothers, and who had also sent out the captain of that ship a 
second time, as has been related, notwithstanding his bvbvities ii\ 
former voyages ! 
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i could not be supposed therefore, affected and 
interested as I then was, to be cool and tranqufl 
on this occasion. And yet what would my worthy 
friend have said, if in this first instance I had 
opposed him ? I had a very severe struggle in my 
own feelings on this account. At length, though 
reluctantly, I obeyed. But as the passions, which 
agitate the human mind, when it is greatly in- 
flamed, must have a vent somewhere, or must 
work off as it were, or in working together must 
produce some new passion or effect ; so I found 
the rage, which had been kindling within me, 
subsiding into the most determined resolutions 
of future increased activity and perseverance. I 
began now to think that the day was not long 
enough for me to labor in. I regretted often the 
approach of night, which suspended my work, 
a;nd I often welcomed that of the morning, which 
restored me to it, When I felt myself weary, I 
became refreshed by the thought of what I was 
doing ; when disconsolate, I was comforted by it. 
I lived in hope that every day's labor would fur- 
nish me with that knowledge, which would bring 
this evil nearer to its end; and I worked on» 
under these feelings, regarding neither trouble nor 
danger in the pursuit. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

t 

AlTTHOE COimBS WITS TBI IWHABITAKTB OV BsiDeXWATSB BXLATIVI 
TO ▲ PST^TION TO PABLXAMSMT IN BIHALF OY THE ABOLITION— BS- 
T17BN8 TO BBISTOIi— DISCOYXBS A SCANDALOUS MODI OF PBOCUBINO 8BA- 
MXN FOB THS SLAYB-TBADB— AND OF PATINO THBM— MAKXS A COMf 
PABATITB nXW OF THXIB L088 IN THIS AND IN 0TB;BB TBADX8 — 
PB0GVBB8 illPOBTS AND EZP0BT8— BXAMINX8 THX CONSTBUCTION AND 
ADMBABVBBIIBNT OF SLAVB-8HIP8— OF THB FlT AND NBPTUNB.— DiFFI- 
CVLTT OF PBOCUBINO BYIDXKCB.-rCASB OF GABDINBB OF THB PiL* 
OBIM— K>F ABNOLD OF THX RUBT-'SOMB PABTICULAB8 OF THB LATTXB 
IN KIM POBMBB TOTA0B8. 

Having heard by accident, that the inhabitants 
of the town of Bridgewater had sent a petition to 
the House of Commons, in the year 1785, for the 
abolition of the Slave-trade, as has been related 
in a former part of the work, I determined, while 
my feelings were warm, to go there, and to try to 
find out those who had been concerned in it, and 
to confer with them as the tried friends of the 
cause. The time seemed to me to be approaching, 
when the public voice should be raised against 
this enormous evil. I was sure that it was only 
necessary for the inhabitants of this favored island 
to know it, to feel a just indignation against it. 
Accordingl;^ I set off. My friend Gteorge Fisher, 
who was before mentioned to have been of the 
religious society of the Quakers, gave me an in- 
troduction to the respectable family of Ball, which 
was of the same religious persuasion. I called 
upon Mr. Sealey, Anstice, Crandon, Chubby and 
others. I Idd open to thosQ, whom I saw, the 
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discoveries I had made relative to the loss and Ui 
treatment of seamen ; at which they seemed to 
be much moved ; and it was agreed, that, if it 
should be thought a proper measure, (of which I 
would inform them when I bad consulted the 
committee,) a second petition should be sent to 
Parliament from the inhabitants, praying for the 
abolition of the Slave-trade. With this view I 
lefi them several of my Summary Views, before 
mentioned, to distribute, that the inhabitants 
might know more particularly the nature of the 
evil, against which they were going to complain. 
On my return to Bristol, I determined to inquire 
into the truth of the reports that seamen had an 
aversion to enter, and that they were inveigled, 
if not often forced, into this hateful employment. 
For this purpose I was introduced to a landlord 
of the name of Thompson, who kept a public 
house called the Seven Stars. He was a very 
intelligent man, was accustomed to receive sailors, 
when discharged at the end of their voyages, and 
to board them till their vessels went out again, 
or to find them births in others'. He avoided, 
however, all connexion with the Slave-trade, de- 
claring that the credit of his house would be 
ruined, if he were known to send those, who put 
themselves under his care, into it. 
• From him I collected the truth of all that had 
been stated to me on this subject. But I told 
him I should not be satisfied until I had beheld 
those scenes myself, which he had described to 
me; and I entreated him to take me into them. 
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saying that I would reward him for aU his time 
and trouble, and that I would never forget him 
while I lived. To this he consented ; and as 
three or four slave-vessels at this time were pre- 
paring for their voyages, it was time that we 
should begin our rounds. At about twelve at 
night we generally set out, and were employed till 
two and sometimes three in the morning. He led 
me from oste of those public houses to another, 
which the mates of the slave-vessels used to 
frequent to pick up their hands. These houses 
were in Marsh-street, and most of them were 
then kept by Irishmien. The scenes witnessed in 
these houses were truly distressing to me ; and 
yet, if I wished to know practically what I had 
purposed, I could not avoid them. Musi^, dan- 
cing, rioting, drunkenness, and profane swearing, 
were kept up from night to night. The young 
mariner, if a stranger to the port, and unacquaint- 
ed with the nature of the Slave-trade, was sure 
to be picked up. The novelty of the voyages, 
.the superiority of the wages in this over any 
other trade, and the privileges of various kinds, 
were set before him. Gulled in this manner he 
was frequently enticed to the boat, which was 
waiting to carry him awayl If these prospects 
did not attract him, he was plied with liquor till 
he became intoxicated, when a bargain was made 
over him between the landlord and the mate. 
After this his senses were kept in such a constant 
state of stupefaction by the liquor, that in time 
the former might do with him what he pleased. 
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Seamen also were boarded in these houses, who, 
when the slave-ships were going out, but at no 
other time, were encouraged to spend more than 
they had money to pay for ; and to these, when 
they had thus exceeded, but one alternative was 
given, namely, a slave-vessel, or a jail. These dis- 
tressing scenes I found myself obliged frequently 
to witness, for I was no less than nineteen times 
occupied in making these hateful rounds. And 
I can say from my own experience, and all the 
information I could collect from Thompson and 
others, that no such practices were in use to obtain 
seamen for other trades. 

The treatment of the seamen employed in the 
Slave-trade had so deeply interested me, and now 
the manner of procuring them, that I was deter- 
mined to make myself acquainted with their 
whole history ; for I found by report, that they 
were not only personally ill-treated, as I have 
already painfully described, but that they were 
robbed by artifice of those wages, which had been 
held up to them as so superior in this service. 
All persons were obliged to sign articles, that, in 
case they should die or be discharged during the 
voyage, the wages then due to them should be 
paid in the currency where the vessel carried her 
slaves, and that half of the wages due to them 
on their arrival there should be paid in the same 
manner, and that they were never permitted to 
read over the articles they had signed. By means 
of this iniquitous practice the wages in the Slave- 
trade, though nominally higher in order to induce 
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seametii to engage in it^ were actually lower than 
in other trades* All these usages I ascertained 
in such a manner, that no person could doubt the 
truth of them. I actually obtained possession of 
articles of agreement belonging to these vessels, 
which had been signed and executed in former 
voyages. I made the merchants themselves, by 
sending those seamen, who had claims upon 
them, to ask for their accounts current with their 
respective ships, furnish me with such documents 
as would have been evidence against them in any 
court of law. On whatever branch of the system 
I turned my eyes, I found it equally barbarous. 
The trade was, in short, one mass of iniquity from 
the beginning ^to the end. 

I employed myself occasionally in the Mer- 
chant's Hall, in making copies of the muster-rolls 
of ships sailing to different parts of the world, that 
I might make a cxnnparative view of the loss of 
seamen in the Slave-trade, with that of those in 
the other trades from the same port. The result 
of this employment showed roe the importance of 
it : for, when I considered how partial the inhabit- 
ants of this country were to their fellow citizens, 
the seamen belonging to it, and in what estima- 
tion the members of the legislature held them, 
by enforcing the Navigation Act,, which they con- 
sidered to be the bulwark of the nation, and by 
giving bounties to certain trades, that these might 
become so many nurseries for the marine, I 
thoug)it it of great importance to be able to prove, 
as I was then capable of doing, that more persons 
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would be found dead in three slave^veisels from 
Bristol, in a given time, than in all the other ves- 
-sels put together, numerous as they were, belong- 
ing to the same port. 

I procured, also, an account of the exports and 
Imports for the year 1786, by means of which I 
was enabled to judge of the comparative value of 
this and the other trades. 

In pursuing another object, which was that of 
going on board the slave-ships, and learning their 
construction and dimensions, I was greatly struck, 
and indeed affected, by the appearance of two 
little sloops, which were fitting out for Africa, the 
one of only twenty^five tons, which was said to be 
destined to carry seventy ; and the other of only 
eleven, which was said to be destined to carry 
thirty slaves. I was told also that which was 
more affecting, namely, t^at these were not to act 
as tenders on the coast, by going up and down 
the rivers, and receiving three or four slaves at a 
time, and then carrying them to a large ship, 
which was to take them to the West Indies, but 
that it was actually intended, that they should 
transport their own slaves themselves ; that one 
if not both of them were, on their arrival in the 
West Indies, to be sold as pleasure vessels, and 
that the seamen belonging to them were to be 
permitted to come home by what is usually called 
the run. 

This account of the destination of these little 
vessels, though it was distressing at fii^st^ appeared 
to me afterwards, on cool reasoning, to be incred- 
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ibie. I thought that my informants wished to im*> 
pose upon me, in order that I might make state* 
ments which would carry their own refutation 
with them, and that thus I might injure the great 
cause which I had undertaken. And I was much 
inclined to be of this opinion, when I looked again 
at the least of the two : for any person, who was 
tall, standing upon dry ground by the side of her, 
might have overlooked every thing upon her deck. 
I knew also that she had been buUt as a pleasure 
boat for the accommodation of only six persons 
upon the Severn. I determined, therefore, to sus- 
pend my belief till I could take the admeasure* 
ment of each vessel. This I did ; but lest, in the 
agitation of my mind on this occasion, I should 
have made any mistake, I desired ray friend 
Greorge Fisher to apply to the builder for his ad- 
measurement also. With this he kindly complied. 
When he obtained it he brought it me. This 
account, which nearly corresponded with my own, 
was as follows v- — In the vessel of twenty-five tons, 
the length of the upper part of the hold, or roof, 
of the room where the seventy slaves were to be 
stowed, was but little better than ten yards, or 
thirty-one feet. The greatest breadth of the bot- 
tom, or floor, was ten feet four inches, and the 
least five. Hence, a grown person must sit down 
all the voyage, and contract his limbs within the 
narrow limits of three square feet. In the vessel 
of eleven tons, the length of the room for the 
thirty slaves was twenty-two feet. The greatest 
breadth of the floor was eight, and the least four% 
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The whole height from the keel to the b^am was 
but five feet eight inches, three feet of which were 
occupied by ballast, cargo, aad provisions^ so that 
two feet eight inches remained only as the height 
between the decks. H,ence, each slave would 
have only four square feet to sit in, and, when in 
this posture, his head, if he were a full-grown per- 
son, would touch the ceiling, or upper deck. 

Having now received this admeasurement from 
the builder, which was rather more favorable than 
my own, I looked upon the destination of these 
little vessels as yet more incredible than before. 
Still the different persons, whom 1 occasionally 
saw on board them, persisted in it that they were 
going to Africa for slaves, and also for the num- 
bers mentioned, which they were afterwards to 
carry to the West Indies themselves. I desired, 
however, my friends, George Fisher, Truman 
Harford, Harry Gandy, Walter Chandler, and 
others, each to make a separate inquiry for me 
on this subject; and they all agreed that, im- 
probable as the account both of their destination, 
and of the number they were to take, might ap- 
pear, they had found it to be too true. I hstd 
soon afterwards the sorrow to learn from official 
documents from the Custom-house,, that these 
little vessels actually cleared out for Africa, and 
that now nothing could be related so barbarous 
of this traffic, which might not instantly be be- 
lieved. 

In pursuing my different objects there was one, 
wfakh, to my great vexation, I found it extremely 
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£ffictdt to attain. This was the procuring of any 
assurance from those, who had been personally 
acquainted with the horrors of this trade, that they 
would appear, if called upon, as evidence against 
iU My friend, Harry Gandy, to whom I had 
been first introduced, had been two voyages, as I 
before mentioned ; and he was willing, though at 
an advanced age, to go to London, to state pub« 
licly all he knew concerning them. But with 
respect to the many others in Bristol, who had 
been to the coast of Africa, I had not yet found 
o&e, who would Come forward for this purpose, 
liiere were several old Slave-captains living there, 
who had a great knowledge of the subject. I 
thought it not unreasonable, that I might gain 
one or two good evidences out of these, as they 
had probably long ago left the concern, and werei 
not now interested in the Continuance of it. But 
all my endeavors were fruitless. I sent messages 
to them by different persons. I met them in all 
ways. I stated to them, that if there was nothing 
objectionable in the trade, seeing it labored undetf 
such a stigma, they had an opportunity of coming 
forward and of wiping away the stain. If, on 
the other hand, it was as bad as represented, then 
they had it in their power, by detailing the crimes 
which attached to it, of making some reparation, 
or atonement, for the part they had taken in it. 
But no representations would do. All -intercourse 
was positively forbidden between us ; and when-* 
ever they met me in the street, they shunned me 
as if i had been a mad dog. I could not for some 
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lime account for the etraofe dieposkioii wbioh 
ihey thus manifested towards me ; but my fisends 
helped me to imravel it, for I was assured that 
one or two of them, though they went no longer 
to Africa as captains, were in part owners of 
Vessels trading there ; and, with xespect to all of 
them, it might be generally said, that they had 
been guilty of such enormities, that they would be 
afraid of coming forward in the Way I/^^iipoBed, 
lest^any thing -should come out by which they 
might criminate themselves^ I was obliged then 
to give up all hope of getting any evidence from 
this quarter, and I saw but little prospect of 
getting it from those, who were then actually de» 
riving their livelihood from the trade. And yet 
I was determined to persevere. For I thought 
that some might be found in it, who were not yet 
so hardened as to be incapable of being awakened 
on this subjects I thought that others might be 
found in it, who wished to leave it upon princi* 
pie, and that these would unbosom themselves to 
me. And I thought it not improbable that I 
might fall in with others, who had come unex* 
pectedly into a state of independence, and that 
these might be induced, as their livelihood would 
be no longer affected by giving me infom^tion, 
to speak the truths 

I persevered for weeks together under this hope^ 
but could find no one of all those, who had been 
apphed to, who would have any thing to say to 
me. At length Walter Chandler had {arevedled 
lipon a young gentleman, of the name of Gardi^ 
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ner, who was going out. as surgeon of the f^gnai^ 
to meet me. The condition was, that we were to 
meet at the house of the former, but that we were 
to enter in and go out at different times, that is,, 
we were not to be seen together. 

Gardiner, on being introduced to me said at 
once, that he had often wished to see me on the 
subject of my errand, but that the owner of the 
Pilgrim had pointed me out to him as a person, 
whom he would wish him to avoid. He then 
laid open to me the different methods of obtain-i^ 
ihg slaves in Africa, as he had learned from those 
on board his own vessel in his first, or former,^ 
voyage. He unfolded also the manner of their 
treatment in the Middle Passage, with the various 
distressing scenes which had occurred in it. He 
stated the barbarous usage of the seamen as h^ 
had witnessed it, and concluded by saying, that 
there never was a subject, which demanded so 
loudly the interference of the legislature as that 
of the Slave-trade. 

When he had finished his narrative, and an- 
swered the different questions which I had pro«- 
posed to him concerning it, I asked him in as 
delicate a manner as I could, How it happened, 
that seeing the trade in this horrible light, he had 
consented to follow it again ? He told me frankly, 
that he had received a regular medical education, 
but that his relations, being poor, had not been 
able to set him up in his profession. He had 
saved a little money in his last voyage. In that, 
<which he was now to perform, he hoped to save a* 
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little more. With the {Nrc^ts of both yc^ragei 
together, be expected he should be able to furnish 
a shop in the line of his professioUi when he would 
wipe hia hands of this detestable trade* 

I then asked hiniy Whether upon the whole he 
thought be had judged prudently, or whether the 
prosqpect of thus enabling himself to become in- 
dependent, would counterbalance the uneasiiiess 
which might arise in future ? He replied, that he 
had not so much to fear upon this account. The 
trade, while it continued, must have surgeons. 
But it made a great difference both to the crew 
and to the slaves, whether these discharged their 
duty towards them in a feeling manner, or not 
With respect to himself, he was sure that he 
should pay every attention to the wants of each. 
This thought made his continuance in the trade 
for one voyage longer more reconcileable. But he 
added, as if not quite satisfied, ^^ Cruel necessity t" 
and he fetched a deep sigh. 

We took our leave, and departed, the one a few 
minutes after the other. The conversation of this 
young man was vei^ interesting. I was much 
impressed both by the nature and the manner of 
it. I wished to secure him, if possible, as an evi- 
dence for Parliament, and thus save him from his 
approaching voyage : but I knew not what to do. 
At first, I thought it would be easy to raise a sub- 
scription to set him up. But then, I was aware 
that this might be considered as bribery, and make 
his testimony worth nothing, I then thought that 
the committee might detain him as an evidence) 
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'nai pay him, in a reasonable manner, for his sus- 
tenance, till his testimony should be ccdled for. 
But I did not know how long it would be before 
his examination might take place. It might be 
a year or two. I foresaw other difficulties also ; 
and I was obliged to relinquisii what otherwise 
I should have deemed a priase. 

On reviewing the conversaticm which had pass- 
ed between us after my return home, I thought, 
considering the friendly disposition of Gcardiner 
towards us, I had not done all I could for the 
cmose ; and, commanieating my feelings to Walter 
Chandler, he procured me another interview. At 
this, I asked him if he would become an evidence, 
if he lived to return. He replied, very heartily, 
that he would. I then asked him, if he would 
keep m journal of facts during his voyage, as it 
would enable him to speak more correctly, in case 
he should be called upon for his testimony. He 
assured me, he would, and that he would make 
up a little book for that purpose. I asked hin^ 
lastly, When he meant to sail. He said. As soon 
as the ship could get all her hands. It was the 
intention to sail to-morrow, but that seven men, 
whom the mates had brought drunk out of Marsh- 
street the evening before, 'were so terrified when 
they found they were going to Africa, that they 
had seized the boat that morning, and had put 
themselves on shore. I took my leave of him, 
entreating him to follow his resolutions of kindness 
both to the sailors and the slaves, and wished him 

a speedy and a safe return. 
VQ,L. i^ 22 
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On going one day by the Exchange, after this 
interview with Gardiner, I overheard a young 
gentleman say to another, *^ that it happened on 
the coast, last year, and that he saw it.** I wish* 
ed to know who he was, and to get at him if I 
could. I watched him at a distance for more 
than half an hour, when I saw him leave his com- 
panion. I followed him till he entered a house. 
I then considered whether it would be proper, and 
in what manner, to address him when he should 
^ome out of it. But I waited three hours, and I 
never saw him. I then concluded that he either 
lodged where I saw him enter, or that he had gone 
to dine with some friend. I thereidre took notice 
of the house, and, showmg it afterwards to several 
of my friends, desired them to make him out for 
me. In a day or two I had an intei view with hkn. 
His name was James Arnold. He had been two 
voyages to the coast of Africa for slaves ; one 
as surgeon's mate in the Alexander, in the year 
}785, and the other as surgeon in the Little Pearl, 
in the year 1786, from which he had not then 
very long returned, 

I asked him if he was willing to give me any 
account of these voyages, for that I was making 
an inquiry into the nature of the Slave-trade. 
He replied, he knew that I was. . He had been 
cautioned about falling in with me. He had, 
^owever, taken no pains to avoid me. It was a 
bad trade, and ought to be exposed. 

I went over the same ground as I had gone with 
Gardiner relative to the first of these voyages, or 
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that in the Alexander. It is not necessary to de- 
tail the particulars. It is impossible, however, not 
to mention, that the treatment of the seamen on 
board this vessel was worse than I had ever before 
heard of. No less than eleven of them, unable to 
bear their lives, had deserted at Bonny on the 
coast of Africa, which is a most unusual thing, 
choosing all that could be endured, though in a 
inost inhospitable climate, and in the power of the 
natives, rather than to continue in their own ship. 
Nine others also, in addition to the loss of these, 
had died in the same voyage. As to the rest, he 
believed, without any exception, that they had 
been badly used. 

In examining him with respect to his second 
voyage, or that in the Little Pearl, two circum- 
stances came out with respect to the slaves, which 
I shall relate in few words. 

The chief mate used to beat the men-slaves on 
very trifling occasions. About eleven one even- 
ing, the ship then lying off the coast, he heard a 
noise in their room. He jumped down among 
them with a lanthorn in his hand. Two of those, 
who had been ill-used by him, forced themselves 
out of their irons, and, seizing him, struck him 
with the bolt of them, and it was with some diffi- 
culty that he was extricated from them by the 
crew. 

The men-slaves, unable now to punish him, and 
finding they had created an alarm, began to pro- 
ceed to extremities. They endeavored to force 
themselves up the gratings, and to pull down a 
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partition which had been made for a sick-birth ; 
when they were fired upon and repressed. The 
next morning they were brought up one by one \ 
when it appeared that a boy had been killed, who 
was afterwards thrown into the sea. 

The two men, however, who had forced them* 
selves out pf irons, did not come up with the rest, 
but found their way into the hold, and aormed 
themselves with knives from a cask, which bad 
been opened for trade. One of them being called 
to in the African tongue by a black trader, who 
was then on board, came up, but with a knife in 
each hand ; when one of the crew, su(qpoeing himi 
yet hostile, shot him in the right side, and killed 
bim on the spot. 

The other remained in the hold for twelve 
hours. Scalding water mixed with fat was poured 
down upon him, to make him come up. Though 
his flesh was painfully blistered by these means, 
be kept below. A promise was then made to him^ 
in the African tongue by the same trader, that 
no injury should be done him, if he would come 
among them. To this at length he consented. 
But on observing, when he was about half way 
up, that a sailor was armed between decks, he 
flew to him, and clasped him, and threw him 
down. The sailor fired his pistol in the scuflle, 
but without effect. He contrived, however, to 
fracture his skull with the butt-end of it, so that 
the slave died on the third day. 

The second circumstance took place after the 
arrival of the same vessel at St. Vincent's. There 
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was a boy-Blave on board, who was very ill and 
emaciated. The mate, who, by his cruelty, had 
been the author of the former mischief, did not 
choose to expose him to sale with the rest, lest 
the small sum he would fetch in that situation 
should lower the average price, and thus bring 
down* the value of the privileges of the officers 
of the ship. This boy was kept on board, and 
no {provisions allowed him. The mate had sug- 
gested the propriety of throwing him overboard, 
but no one would do it. On the ninth day he es:- 
pired, having never been allowed any sustenance 
during that time. 

I asked Mr. Arnold if he was willing to give 
evidence of these facts in both cases. He said 
he had only one objection, which was, that in two 
or three days he was to go in the Ruby, on his 
third voyage : but on leaving me, he said that he 
would take an afSdavit before the mayor of the 
truth of any of those things which' he had related 
to me, if that would do; but, from motives of 
safety, he should not choose to do this till within 
a few hours before he sailed. 

In two or three days after this, he sent for me. 
He said the Ruby would leave King-road the 
next day, and that h^ was ready to do as he had 



■* Officers are said to be allowed the priTilege of one or mora 
slaves, aocoiding to their rank. When the caigo is sold, the snm 
total fetched is put down, and this being divided by the number of 
slaves sold, g^ves the average price of each. Such officers, then, 
receive this average price for one or more slaves, according to their 
l^vileges, but never the slaves themsdves. 
VOL. I. %%* I 
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promised. DeporitlonB were accordingly madfe 
out from his own words. I went with him to the 
residence of George Daubeny, esquire, who was 
then chief magistrate of the city, and they wei^ 
sworn to in his presence, and witnessed as the law 
requires. 

On taking my leave of him, I asked him how 
he could go a third time in such a barbarous em- 
ploy. He said he ];iad been distressed. In his 
voyage in the Alexander he had made nothing ; 
fcMT he had been so ill used, that he had solicited 
his discharge in Grenada, where, being paid in 
currency, he had but little to receive. When he 
arrived in Bristol from that island, he was quite 
pennyless ; and finding the Little Pearl going out^ 
he was glad to get on board her as her surgeon, 
which he then did entirely for the sake of bread. 
He said, moreover, that she was but a small ves- 
sel, and that his savings had been but small In 
her. This occasiimed him to apply for the Ruby, 
his present ship ; but if he survived this voyage 
he would never go another. I then put the same 
question to him as to Gardiner, and he promised to 
keep a journal of facts and to give his evidence, 
if called upon, on his return. 

The reader will see, from this account, the dif- 
ficulty I had in procuring evidence from this port. 
The owners of vessels employed in the trade 
there, forbad all intercourse with me. The old 
captains, who had made their fortunes in it, would 
not see me. The young, who were making them, 
could not be supposed to espouse my cause, t# 
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tfie detriment of their own intereat^ Of thow 
wtu>8e Becessities made them go iuto it. for a 
livelihood, I could not get one to come forward, 
without doing so much for him as would have 
amounted to bribery. Thus, when I got one of 
these into my possession, I was Obliged to let him 
go again* I was, however, greatly consoled by 
the consideration, that I had procured two senti* 
nels to be stationed in the enemy's camp, who 
keeping a journal of different facts^ would bring me 
some important intelligence at a future period. 
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Br this time I began to feel the effect of my 
labors upon my constitution. It had been my 
pmctice to go home in the evening to my lodg* 
mgs, about twelye o'clock, and then to put down 
the occurrences of the day. This usually kept me 
up till one, and sometimes till nearly two in the 
morning. When I went my rounds in Marsb- 
a^eet, I seldom got bome tiU twp^ and into be4 
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till tfareei My clothes, also, were frequentlf Wei 
through with the rains. The cruel accounts I was 
daily in the habit of hearing, both with respect to 
the slaves, and to the seamen employed in this 
wicked trade, from which, indeed, my mind had 
no respite, often broke my sleep in the night, and 
occasioned me to awake in an agitated state. All 
these circumstances concurred in affecting my 
health. I looked thin ; my countenance became 
yellow. I had also rheumatic feelings. My 
friends, seeing this, prevailed upon me to give 
myself two or three days relaxation. And as a 
gentleman, of whom I had some knowledge, was 
going into Carmarthenshire, I accompanied him 
as far as Monmouth. 

After our parting at this place,-! became rest- 
less and uneasy, and longed to get back to my 
work. I thought, however, that my journey ought 
not to be wholly useless to the cause ; and hear- 
ing that Dr. Davis, a clerg3rman at Monmouth, 
was a man of considerable wibight among the in- 
habitants, I took the liberty of writing him a let- 
ter, in which I stated who I was, and the way in 
which I had lately employed myself, and the great 
tv^ish I had to be favored with an interview with 
him ; and I did not conceal that it wtfuld foe very 
desirable, if the inhabitatits of the place could 
have that information on the subject which would 
warrant them in so doing, that they should peti- 
tion the legislature for the abolition of the Slave- 
trade. Dr. Davis returned me an answer, and 
received me. The questions which he jtat to me 
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Were judicious. He asked me, firsts whether, i 
Uie slaves were emancipated, there would not be 
much confusion in the islands 1 I told him thiU 
the emancipation of them was no part of our plan. 
We solicited nothing but the stopping of all future 
importations of them into the islands. He then 
asked what the planters would do for laborers. 
I replied, they would find sufficient from an in^ 
crease of the native peculation, if they were obliged 
to pay attention to the latter means. We dis^ 
coursed a long time upon this last topic. I have 
not room to 'give the many other questions he pro^ 
posed to me. *No one was ever more judiciously 
questioned. In my turn, I put him into posses^ 
sion of all the discoveries I Imd tnade. He ac^ 
knowledged the injustice of the trade. He' con^ 
fessed, also, that my conversation had enlightened 
him as to the impolicy of it ; and taking somie 
of my Summary Views to distribute, he said,-he 
hoped that the inhabitants would, after the pe^ 
rusal of them, accede to my r^uestw 

On my return to Bristol^ my friends had pro^ 
cured for me an interview With Mr. Alexander 
Falconbridge, who had been to the co^ast of Africa, 
as a surgeon, for four voyages ; one in the Tartai?^ 
another in the Alexander, and two in the Emilis^ 
slave-vessels. 

On my introduction to him, I asked him if he 
had any objection to give me an account of the 
cruelties, which were said to be connected with 
the Slave-trade. He answered, without any rew 
0erv% thai he had fiOt$ for that he had now don^ 
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iMx it. Never were any words more welcome 
to my ears than these, ** Yes ; I have done with 
the trade," and he said also, that he was free to 
give me information concerning it. Was he not, 
then, one of the very persons, whom I had so long 
been seeking, but in vain ? 

To detail the accounts which he gave me at 
this and at subsequent interviews, relative to the 
different branches of this trade, would fill no ordi« 
nary volume. Suffice it to say in general terms, 
as far as relates to the slaves, that he confirmed 
the various violent and treacherous methods of pro* 
curing them in their own country ;^their wretched 
condition, in consequence of being crowded to- 
gether, in the passage ; their attempts to rise in 
defence of their own freedom, and when this was 
impracticable, to destroy themselves by the refusal 
of sustenance, by jumping overboard into the sea, 
and in other ways ; the effect also of their situa- 
tion upon their minds, by producing insanity and 
various diseases; and the cruel manner of dis-* 
posing of them in the West Indies, and of separa- 
ting relatives and friends. 

. With respect to the seamen employed in this 
trade, he commended captain Frazer for his kind 
usage to them, under whom he had so long serv- 
ed. The handsome way in which he spoke of 
the latter pleased me much, because I was wil- 
ling to deduce firom it his own impartiality, and 
because I thought I might infer from it ahK> his 
Tegard to truth as to other parts of his narrative^ 
Indeed I had been before acquainted with this ck^ 
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eumstance. ThompBon, of the Seven Stars, had. 
informed me that Frazer was the only man sail- 
ing out of that port for slaves, who had. not beei^ 
guilty of cruelty to his seamen : and Mr. Burges 
alluded to it, when he gave me advioe nei to pro*- 
ceed against the captain of the Alfred ; for he then 
said, as I mentioned in a former chapter, ^^ that 
he knew but one captain in the trade, who did not 
deserve long ago to be hanged.'' Mr. Falcon-, 
bridge, however, stated, that though he had been 
thus fortunate in the Tartar and Emilia, he had 
been as unfortunate in the Alexander ; for he be*> 
lieved there were no instances upon naval record, 
taken altogether, of greater barbarity, than of that 
which had been exercised towards the seamen in 
this voyage. In running over these, it struck m« 
that I had heard of the same from some other 
quarter, or at least that these were so like the 
others, that I was surprised at their coincidence* 
On taking out my notes, I looked for the names 
of those whom I recollected to have been used in 
this manner; and on desiring Mr. Falconbridge 
to mention the names of those also to whom he 
alluded, they turned out to be the same. The 
mystery, however, was soon cleared up^ when I 
told him from whom I had received my intelli- 
gence : for Mr. Arnold, the last-mentioned person 
in the last chapter, had been surgeon's mate under 
Mr. Falconbridge in the same vessel. 

There was one circumstance of peculiar impor- 
tance, but quite new to me, which I collected 
fropi the information which Mr. Falconbridge had 
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fireu me. Tl^ was, that many of the seaoici^ 
who left the slave-ships in the West Indies were 
in such a weak;» ulcerated, and otherwise dis^ 
eased state, that they perished there. Several 
also of those who came home with the vessels^ 
were in the same deplorable condition. This was 
the case, Mr. Falconbridge said, with some who 
yetumed in the Alexander. It was the case also 
with many others ; for he had been a pupil, for 
twelve months, in the Bristol Infirmary, and had 
had ample means of knowing the fact. The 
{greatest number of seamen, at almost all times^ 
who were there, were irom the slave-vessels. 
These, too, were usually there on account of dis- 
ease, whereas those from other ships were usually 
there on account of accidents. The health of 
some of the former was so far destroyed, that they 
were never wholly to be restored. This informa- 
tion was of great importance ; for it showed that 
they who were reported dead upon the muster- 
rolls, were not all that were lost to the country by 
the prosecution of this wicked trade. Indeed, it 
was of so much importance, that in all my future 
interviews with others, which were for the purpose 
of collecting evidence, I never forgot to make it a 
subject of inquiry. 

I can hardly say how precious I considered the 
li&cts with which Mr. Falconbridge had furnished 
me from his own experience, relative to the dif* 
fereht bmnches of this commerce. They were so 
precious, that I began now to be trouUed lest I 
should lose them. For, though he had thus prir 
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vately unbosomed himself to me, it did not fol- 
low that he would come forward as a public evi- 
dence. I was not a little uneasy on this account. 
I was fearful lest, when I should put this question 
to him, his future plan of life, or some little nar- 
row consideration of future interest, would pre- 
vent him from giving his testimony, and I delayed 
asking him for many days. During this time, 
however, I frequently visited him ; and at length, 
when I thought I was better acquainted, and 
probably in some little estimation, with him, I 
ventured to open my wishes on this subject. He 
answered me boldly, and at once, thfit he had left 
the trade upon principle, and that he would state 
all he knew concerning it, either publicly or pri- 
vately, and at any time when he should be called 
upon to do it. This answer produced such an 
effect upon me, after all my former disappoint* 
ments, that I felt it all over my frame. It ope- 
rated like a sudden shock, wluch often disables 
the impressed person for a time. So the joy I 
felt rendered me quite useless, as to business, for 
the remainder of the day.. 

I began to perceive in a little timo the advan-» 
tage of having cultivated an acquaintance with 
Thompson of the Seven Stars. Foi- nothing could 
now pass in Bristol, relative, to the seamen em- 
ployed in this trade,, but it was soon brought to 
me. If there w;as any thing amiss, I had so 
i^rranged matters that I was sure to hear of it. 
He sent for me one day to inform me that several 

of ^^e seamen, who bad been sent out of Marsh- 
VOL. I. 23 
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street into the Prince, which was then at 
xoad, and on the point of saUing to Africa for 
slaves, had, through fear of ill usage on the voy- 
age, taken the boat and put themselves on shore. 
He informed me at the same time that the sea- 
men of the Africa, which was lying there also and 
ready to sail on a like voyage, were not satisfied, 
for that they had been made to sign their articles 
of agreement, without being permitted to see 
them. To this he added that Mr. Sheriff, one of 
the mates of the latter vessel, was unhappy also 
on this account. Sheriff had been a mate in the 
West India trade, and was a respectable man in 
his line« He had been enticed by the captain of 
the Africa, under the {Hromise of peculiar advan- 
tages, to change his voyage. Having a wife and 
ftmiily at Bristol, he was willing to make a sacri- 
fice on their account. But when he himself was 
not permitted to read the articles, he began to sus- 
pect bad work, and that there would be nothing 
but misery in the approaching voyage. Thomp- 
son entreated me to extricate him, if I could. 
He was sure, he said, if he went to the Coast with 
that man, meaning the captain, that he would 
never return alive. 

I was very unwilling to refuse any thing to 
Thompson. I was deeply bound to him in grati- 
tude for the many services he had rendered me, 
but I scarcely saw how I could serve him on this 
occasion. I promised, however, to speak to him 
in an hour's time. I consulted ray friend Truman 
Harford in the interim ; and the result was, that 
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he and I should proceed to King^road in a boat, 
go OQ board the Africa, and charge the captain in 
person with what he had done, and desire him to 
discharge Sheriff, as no agreement, where fraud 
cm: force was used in the signatures, could be 
deemed valid. If we were not able to extricate 
Sheriff by these means, we thought that at least 
we should know, by inquiring of those whom we 
should see on board, whether the measure of hin- 
dering the men from seeing their articles on sign- 
ing them had been adopted. It would be useful 
to ascertain this, because such a measure had 
been long reported to be usual in this, but was 
said to be unknown in any other trade. 

Having passed the river's mouth and rowed 
towards the sea, we came near the Prince firsts 
but pursued our destination to the Africa. Mr» 
Sheriff was the person who received us on board* 
I did not know him till I asked his name. I theii 
tdd him my enand, vrith which he seemed to be 
much pleased. On asking him to tell the captaiB 
that I wished to speak with him, he replied that he 
was on shore. This put me to great difScnlty, as 
I did not know then what to do. I consulted with 
Truman Harford, and it was our o{Hnion, that we 
should inquire of the seamen, but in a very quiet 
manner, by going individually to each, if they had 
ever demanded to see the articles on signing them, 
and if they had been refused. We proposed this 
question to t^em. They replied, that the captain 
had refused them in a savage manner, making use 
of threats and oaths. There was not one contra- 
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dietory voice on this, occasion. We then asked 
Mr. Sheriff what we were to do. He entreated 
us by all means to take him on shore. He was 
sure that under such a man as the captain^ and 
particularly after the circumstance of our coming 
ca board should be made known to him, he would 
never come from the coast of Africa alive. Upon 
this, Truman Harford called me aside, and told 
me the danger of taking an ofl&cer from the ship ; 
for that, if any accident should happen to her, the 
damage might all fall upon me. I then inquired 
of Mr. Sheriff if there was any officer on board, 
who could manage the ship. He pointed one out 
to me, and I spoke to hhn in the cabin. This 
person told me I need be under no apprehension 
about the vessel, but that every one would be 
sorry to lose Mr. Sheriff. Upon this ground, Tru- 
man Harford, who had felt more for me than for 
himsd^ became now easy. We had before con- 
eluded, that the obtaining any signature by fraud 
or force would render the agreement illegal. We 
therefore joined in opinion, that we might take 
away the man. His chest was accordingly put 
into our boat. We jumped into it with our rowers, 
and he followed us, surrounded by the seamen, 
all of whom took an affectionate leave of him, and 
expressed their regret at parting. Soon after this 
there was a general cry of ** Will you take me 
too f from the deck ; and such a sudden move- 
ment appeared there, that we were obliged to push 
off directly from the side, fearing that many would 
jump into our boat and go with us. 
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After having left the ship, SherijBT corroborated 
tbe'desertion of the seamen from the Prince, as be- 
fore related to me by Thompson. He spoke also 
of the savage disposition of his late captain, which 
he had even dared to manifest though lying in an 
English port. I was impressed by this account of 
his rough manners; and the wind having risen 
befbre and the surf now rolling heavily, I began 
to think what an escape I might have had ; how 
easy it would have been for the savage captain, if 
he had been on board, or for any one at his insti. 
gation, to have pushed me over the ship's side. 
This was the first time I had ever considered the 
peril of the undertaking. But we arrived safe ; 
and though on the same evening I left my name 
at the captain's house, as that of the person who 
had taken away his mate, I never heard more 
about it. 

In pursuing my inquiries into the new topic 
suggested by Mr. Falccmbridge, I learnt that two 
or three of the seamen of the ship Thomas, which 
had been arrived now nearly a year from the . 
Coast, were in a very crippled and deplorable 
state. I accordingly went to see them. One of 
them had been attacked by a fever, arising from 
circumstances connected with these voyages. The 
inflammation, which had proceeded from it, had 
reached his eyes. It could not be dispersed ; and 
the consequence was, that he was then blind. The 
second was lame. He had badly ulcerated legs, 
and appeared to be very weak. The third was a 
mere spectre. I think he was the most pitiable 

VOL. I. 23 * 
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object I ever saw. I considered him as irrecover- 
ably gone. They all complained to me of their 
bad usage on board the Thomas. They said they 
had heard of my being in Bristol, and they hoped 
I would not leave it, without inquiring into the 
murder of William Lines. 

On inquiring who William Lines was, they in- 
formed me that he had been one of the crew of the 
same ship, and that all on board believed that he 
had been killed by the chief mate ; but they them- 
selves had not been present when the blows were 
given him. They had not seen him till after- 
wards ; but their shipmates had told them of his 
cruel treatment, and they knew that soon after- 
wards he had died. 

In the course of the next day, the mother of 
Lines, who lived in Bristol, came to me and re- 
lated the case. I told her there was no evidence 
as to the fact, for that I had seen three seamen, 
who could not speak to it from their own knowU 
edge. She said there were four others then in 
Bristol who could. I desired her to fetch them. 
When they arrived I examined each separately, 
and cross-examined them in the best manner I 
was able. I could find no variation in their ac- 
count, and I was quite convinced that the murder 
had taken place. The mother was then importu- 
nate that I should take up the case. I was too 
much afiected by the narration I had heard to re- 
fuse her wholly, and yet I did not promise that I 
would. I begged a little time to consider of it. 
During this I thought of consulting my inend 
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Bttrg«s. Bat I feared he would throw cold water 
upon it, as he had done in the case of the captain 
of the Alfred. I remembered well what he had 
then said to me, and yet I felt a strong disposition 
to proceed. For the trade was still going on. 
Every day, perhaps, some new act of barbarity 
was taking place. And one example, if made, 
might counteract the evil for a time. I seemed 
therefore to incline to stir in this matter, and 
thought, if I should get into any difficulty about 
it, it would be better to do it without consulting 
Mr. Burges, than, after having done it, to fly as 
it were in his face. I then sent for the woman, 
and told her, that she might appear with the wit« 
nesses at the Common Hall, where the magis- 
trates usually sat on a certain day. 

We all met at the time appointed, and I deter-* 
mined to sit as near to the mayor as I could get. 
The hall was unusually crowded. One or two 
slave-merchants, and two or three others, who 
were largely concerned in the West India trade, 
were upon the bench. For I had informed the 
mayor the day before of my intention, and he, it 
appeared, had informed them. I shall never for- 
get the savage looks which these people gave me ; 
which indeed were so remarkable, as to occasion 
the eyes of the whole court to be turned upon 
me. They looked as if they were going to speak 
to me, and the people looked as if they expected 
me to say something in return. They then got 
round the mayor, and began to whisper to him, as 
I supposed, on the business before it should come 
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on. One of them^ however, said aloud to the lor* 
mer, but fixing his eyes upon me, and wishing me 
to overtiear him, *^ Scandalous reports had lately 
been spread, but sailors were not used worse in 
Guineamen than in other vessels,^ This brought 
the people's eyes upon me again. I was very 
much irritated, but I thought it improper to say 
any thing. Another, looking savagely at me, 
said to the mayor, *^ that he had known captain 
Vicars a long time ; that he was an honorable 
man,^ and would not allow such usage in his 
ship. There were always vagabonds to hatch up 
things :" and he made a dead point at me^ by put<* 
ting himself into a posture which attracted the 
notice of those present, and by staring me in the 
face^ I could now no longer restrain myself, and 
I said aloud in as modest a manner as 1 could, 
^^ You, sir, may know many things which 1 do not. 
But this I know, that if you do not do your duty, 
you are amenable to a higher court.'' The mayor 
upon this looked at me, and directly my friend 
Mr* Burges, who was sitting as the clerk to the 
magistrates, went to him and whispered some* 
thing in his ear ; after which all private conver* 



* We may well imagine what this person's notion of another 
man's honor was ; for he was the parser of the Brothers and of the 
Alfred, ¥^ as before mentioned, sent the oaptains of those ships 
out a second voyage, ajfier knowing their barbarities in the fonok 
And he was also the purser of this very ship Thomas, where the 
murder had been committed. I by no means, however, wish by 
Aase observations to detract from the character of captain Vieiki^ 
IS he had no concern in the crusl deadk 
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jation between the nmyor and others ceased, bxA 
the hearing was ordered to oome on. 

I shall not detain the reader by giving an ac- 
count of the evidence which then transpired: The 
four witnesses were exammedy and the case was 
so far clear. Captain Vicars, however was ^ent 
for. On being questioned, he did not deny that 
there had been bad usage, but said 'that the young 
man had died with the flux. But this aasertion 
went for nothing when balanced against the fioLcts 
which had come out; and this was so evident^; 
that an order was made out for the apprehension 
of the chief mate. He was accordingly taken up^ 
The next day, however, there was a rehearing t)f 
the case, when he was returned to the jail, where 
.he was to lie till the Lords of the Admiralty 
should order a sessions to be held for the trial of 
offences coinmitted on the high seas. 

This public examination of the case of William 
lanes, and the way in which it euded, produced 
an extraordinary result ; for after this time the 
slave-captains and mates, who used to meet ^le 
suddenly^ used as suddenly to start from me, in- 
deed to the other side of the pavement, as if I had 
been a wolf, or tiger, or some dangerous beast 
of prey. Such of them as saw me before hand, 
used to run up the cross streets or lanes, which 
were nearest to them, to get away. Seamen, too, 
came from various quarters to apply to me for 
redress. One came to me, who had been treated 
ill in the Alexander, when Mr. Falconbridge had 
been the surgeon of her« Three came to me,, who 
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had been ill used in the voyage which followed, 
though she had then sailed under a new captain. 
Two applied to me from the Africa, who had been 
of her crew in the last voyage. Two from the 
Ply. Two from the Wasp. One from the Little 
Pearly and three from the Pilgrim or Princess, 
when she was last upon the coast. 

The different scenes of barbarity, wbich these 
represented to me, greatly added to the affliction 
of my mind. My feelings became now almost 
insupportable. I was agonized to think that this 
trade should last another day. I was in a state 
of agitation from morning till night. I determined 
I would soon leave Bristol. I saw nothing but 
misery in the place. I had collected now, I be- 
lieved, all the evidence it would afford ; and to 
stay in it a day longer than was necessary, would 
be only an interruption for so much time both of 
my happiness and of my health. I determined 
therefore to do only two or three things, which 
I thought to be proper, and to depart in a few 
days. 

And first I went to Bath, where I endeavored 
to secure the respectable paper belonging to that 
city in favor of the abolition of the Slave-trade. 
This I did entirely to my satisfaction, by relating 
to the worthy editor all the discoveries I had 
made, and by impressing his mind in a forcible 
manner on the subject. And it is highly to the 
honor of Mr. Crutwell, that from that day he 
never ceased to defend our cause ; that he never 
made a charge for insertions of any kind ; but that 
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he considered all he did upon this occasion in the 
light of a duty, or as his mite given in charity to 
a poor and oppressed people. 

The next attempt was to lay the foundation of 
a committee in Bristol, and of a petition to Par- 
liament from it for the abolition of the Slave- 
trade. I had now made many friends. A gen- 
tleman of the name of Paynter had felt himself 
much interested in my labors. Mr. Joseph Har- 
ford, a man of fortune, of great respectability of 
character, and of considerable influence, had at- 
tached himself to the cause. Dr. Fox had as- 
sisted me in it. Mr. Hughes, a clergyman of the 
Baptist churcb, was anxious and ready to serve it. 
Dr. Camplin, of the Establishment, with several of 
his friends, continued steady. Matthew Wright, 
James Harford, Truman Harford, and all the 
Quakers to a man, were strenuous, and this on 
the best of principles, in its support. To all 
these I spoke, and I had the pleasure of seeing 
that any wishes were likely in a short time to be 
gratified in both these cases. 

It was now necessary that I should write to tHe 
committee in London. I had written to them only 
two letters, during my absence ; for I had devoted 
myself so much to the great object I had under- 
taken, that I could think of little else. Hence 
some of my friends among them were obliged to 
write to different persons at Bristol, to inquire if I 
was alive. I gave up a day or two, therefore, to 
this purpose. I informed the committee of all my 
discoveries in the various branches to which my 
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attention bad be«n directed, and desired them in 
return to procure me various official docuraeats 
for the port of London, which I then /spepified^ 
Having done this, I eonfer^ed with Mr. Falcon- 
bridge^ relative to being, with me at LiverpeoL I 
thought it right to make him no other oSei' than 
thai his expenses should be- paid. He acceded 
to my request on these disinterested terms ;iaBd 
I took my departure from firisVel, leaving, him -to 
follow me in a few days. . 
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Hints to Parents on the £arly Keli- 
j^ous Kdaeation of Children* By Gardiner 

Spring, D. D., Pastor of the Brick Presbyterian Church, 
New- York. ISmo. with a steel engraving. Price 37 J cts. 

From the New-York Weekly Metieog^er and Young Men's Advocate. 

Dr. Springs Hints to Parents, — One of the prettiest lit- 
tle works of this class that we h&ve ever met with, is just 
published ; it is called "Hints' to Parents m^ the Religious 
Education of Children. By Gardiner Spring, D. D." The 
author has been long and favorably known to the public as 
a chaste, powerful, and popular writer. The subject of the 
present work is one of great moment — one in which every 
parent has a, real interest. And \^e commend this little 
Toluroe, not only to p^us parents, but to all who desire to 
bring up their children in such a manner as to make them 
an honor to themselves and a blessing to their fellow-men. 
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Hmii io Parents, on the Religious Bdueation of Ckil' 
dren. By OardiDer Spring, D. D. This beautiful little to- 
lome, coming out at this time, will be peculiarly acceptable 
to the congregation of the able and excellent author, and 
will have the efiect of a legacy of his opinions on a most 
important subject, now that for a lime they are depriyed of 
his personal instructions. It is a work that should be in the 
handa of every parent throughout our country, who has the 
temporal and eternal interest of his offsprinfi; at heart. The 
few and leading maxims of the Christian religion are plain- 
ly and practically enforced, and the parent's duties are des- 
canted on in a tmin of pure and beautiful eloquence, which 
a fiither*s mind, elevated by relifi^ion, only could have dictat- 
ed. We believe that a general knowledge of this little vo- 
lume would be attended with consequences beneScial to so- 
ciety, since a practice of its recommendations could scarcely 
be refused to its solemn and affectionate spirit of entreaty. 

The Mlnlstrj we Need* By S. H. Cox, D. D^ 
and others. 37J cents* 

Fnm th0 Litwrary tad TlMolofieal Kevi«w. 

Thfs neat little volume 'comprises the inaugural charge 
and address which were delivered on occasion of inducting 
the pRorassoR or Sacred Rhetoric and Pastoral 
Thboloot in the Theological Seminary at Auburn. The 
friends of Dr. Cox will not be disappointed in his inaugu- 
ral address. It bears the impress of his talents and piety — 
his enlarged views and catholic spirit. To analyze it 
would convey no adequate idea of its merita His theme 
is the' ministry of reconciliation — *' the chosen medium by 
which God conciliates men — ^the mighty moral enginery 
that accomplishes his brightest wonders — the authentic 
diplomacy of the King of kings working salvation in tbe 
midst of the earth." The manner in which he treats his 
subject, in relation.to the importance of the Christian min- 
istry, and the kind of ministry needed in this a^e and na- 
tion, we need hardly remark will amply repay the perusal 
of his l^rethren, if not be interesting, and instructive to the 
church at large. 

'* Error scenting notoriety '' may^lbt altogether like the 
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odor of this little book; and the "^lynx-eytd ieteeiers of 
heresy *' will not be forward to approve a work in which 
they are handled with unsparing severityj^but by^'aU the 
ikvorors on prtticipt^Tdrarpiolls; sdtind, eaucatedrflNcriptural, 
and accomplished ministry in the church of God, and 
throughout the whole world, as the ministry we neeDv 
to whom this little volume is most respectfully inscribed/* 
it will be read, and, we trUst, circulated. 

The Christianas Poclcet Companion.— 

Selected from the works of John Rogers, Dr. Owen, 
David Brainerd, President Edwards, and others, 
with an Introduction by Rev. John Blatchford, of 
Bridgeport, Conn. 25 cents. 

Thft'followisf it flrom Ut. Blatehftrd't Letter to the PaUuher: 

I am happy to learn, through your letter of last evening, 
your design of publishing the little work containing the 
private rules by which the lives of suchmen as Edwards, 
and. Brainerd, and Rogers, and Mason, were regulated. 

That little volume (which is the only copy that I have 
ever met with) was, for many of the last years of his life, 
the pocket-companion of my honored father, the late Sa- 
muel Blatchford, D. D. of Lansingburgh. This circum- 
stance alone would give it a value in ray estimation — as 
also with the many who were associated with him as a 
father in the ininistry, as well as those who were per- 
mitted to receive " the message of salvation from his lips.'* 

But in addition to this, who is there that loves the cause 
of Christ and the souls of men among the ministers of the 
Liord Jesus in our day, that has not often, amid the toils 
and discouragements and anxieties which so thickly beset 
their path, turned away to such men, and inquired the se- 
cret, if any there was, by which they accomplished so 
much for the Church, and secured to themselves a charac- 
ter for such eminent holiness ? This little book answers 
these questions, and introduces us to these "men of God," 
in the closet, in the family, in the social circle, in the la- 
bors of the pulpit, and in the discharge of their multiplied 
parochial duties; and I am confident that no one can rise 
from its perusal without being incited to more prayer and 
more diligence in their varied efforts to adorn the ** doc- 
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trines of Christ their Savior " themselves, and in preach- 
ing Christ and him crucified to others. 

wuhiiiflp vou all success in youi undertaking, I would 
most fervently commend it to the' Messing of God, teiierJBf 
that in giving it to the public, you will greatly subserve the 
best of causes, and in a very acceptable manner. 

JOHN BLATCHFORD. 

From the New-York Obaenrer. 

Christianas Pocket- tompanion. — This very small but 
neat manual, just published, is a compilation of some of 
the purest sentiments and holiest aspirations of such men 
as Owen, Rogers, Brainerd, and President Edwards. We 
venture to say that no Christian can make it the familiar 
companion of his hearty as well as " pocket," without be- 
coming evidently a holier and a happier man. 

. Priietieal Tttonghts. By the late Dr. Ne?ins. 
of Baltimore. 50 cents. 

TttOUgbts An Popery* By Dr. Neyins. 50 cts. 

From the New-York Obeenmr of April 9th, 1836. 

The Practical Thoughts consists of forty-six articles on 
prayer, praise, professing Christ, duties to Sabbath Schools, 
the monthly concert, the conversion of the world, viola- 
tions of the Sabbath, liberality, man's inconsistency, the 
pity of the Lord, Christian duty, death,« &c. j the last of 
which are " Heaven's Attractions " and " The Heavenly 
Recognition," closing with the words, " By the time we 
have done what I recommend, we shall be close upon the 
celestial confines — perhaps within heaven's limits." • • • 

There the sainted author laid down his pen, leaving the 
article unfinished, and went, none can doubt, to enjoy the 
blessed reality of the scenes he had been so vividly de- 
scribing. 

These articles combine great simplicity, attractiveness, 
and vivacity of thought and style, with a spiritual unction 
scarcely to be found in any other writer. Thousands of 
minds were impressed with them as they first appeared : 
they reproved the inconsistent Christian, roused the slum- 
bering, and poured a precious balm into many an afflicted 



I bosom. While writing tkem, the author buried a belored 
' wife, and had daily more and more sure indications that 
the hour of his own departure was at hand ; and God en- 
abled him, from the depths of his own Christian experience, 
to open rich fountains of blcMssing foi others. 

The Thoughts on Popery are like, and yet unlike, the 
other series. There is the same sprightliness of the imagi- 
nation, the same clearness, originality, and richness of 
thought, with a keenness of argument, and sometimes 
iroiiy, that exposes the baseness and shamelessness of the 
dogmas and superstitions of Popery, and that must carry 
home conviction to the understanding and heart of every 
unprejudiced reader. Piece by piece the delusion, not to 
say imposition, of that misnamed church are exposed, un- 
der the heads of the Sufficiency of the Bible, the Nine 
Commandments, Mortal and Venial Sins, Infallibility, Idola- 
try, Relics, the Seven Sacraments, Penance, the Mass, Celi- 
bacy of the Clergy, Purgatory, Canonizing Saints, La&y- 
ette not at Rest, The Leopold Reports, Supererogation, 
Convents, &c. We know of nothing that has yet been 
issued which so lays open the deformities of Popery to 
common minds, or is so admirably adapted to save our 
country from its wiles, and to guard the souls of men from 
its fatal snares. 

A View of the American SlaTery Q^ues- 

tion* By E. P. Barrows, Pastor of the First Free Pres- 
byterian Church. 31 J cents. 

From the New-York American of March SMth, 1836. 

A View of the American Slavery Question, by E. P. 
Barrows, Jun. Pastor of the First Free Presbyterian 
Church, New-York. — ^John S. Taylor. In this little 
volume is embodied the substance of two discourses, preach- 
ed, as we learn from the Introduction, "by the Author, 
. in October, 1835, with particular reference to the condftion 
df his own church." *' Their result was a spirit of har- 
mony and good feeling in the church." Such will not, 
we apprehend, be the result of their publication ; for they 
maintain modestly, but firmly and conscientiously, the 
right and duty of reasoning and remonstrating with our 
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iotttkern brethren against the enormity of slavery, and of 
urging, in all lawful ways, its extinction. The North — 
partly from mercenary and partly from political motives, 
and with too many, perhaps, from culpable indifierence— 
seem anxious to stultify all their past cfibrts- against ^nr 
very, and yield up even the right of discussing its evils, 
and exhorting to its abandonment ; and hence, Mr. Bar- 
rows' modest and sincere efforts will not be very welcome 
to northern recusants, while its doctrines will of course be 
abhorrent to that chivalrous. region where slavery is deeded 
an ornament and a privilege. Nevertheless, Mr. Barrows 
may console himself with having borne his testimony to 
the truth. 

Pleasure and ProflLt, vol. 1, or The Museum. 
By Uncle Arthur. 37J cents. 

Pleasure and ProflLt, vol. 2, or The Bot's 
Friend. By Uncle Arthur. 37J cepts. 

Pleasure and Profit, vol. 3, or Mart and 

F1.0RENCE. By Uncle Arthur. 37| cents. 

Missionary Remains, or Sketches of Evarts, 
Cornelius, and Wisner. By Gardiner Spring, D. D. 
and others. 37^ cents. 

Adviee to a Brotber. By a Missionary. Price 
31 cents. 

Early Piety. By Re?. Jacob Abbott. i8| cents. 

Scripture Gems* Morocco, gilt. 25 cents. 

Sermons by Rev. Charles G. Finney. With a 
Portrait, tl 00. 

The Works of Rot* Daniel A. Clark. 

In three volumes. $3 00. 



PreTalllng Prayer* By Roy. C. G. Fimiey. 

32mo. 25 cents. 

The National Preaeher, printed in an ele* 
gatit pamphlet form, each number containing two Sermons 
from living Ministers. Monthly. Edited by Rey. Austin 
Dickinson. Price one dollar ft year in advance. 

Also Publisher of 

The Cabinet of Freedom* Under the super- 
vision of the Hon. William Jay, Rev. Prof. Bustt, of 
the University of N^w-York, and Gbrrit Smith, Esq. 
Terms, two dollars per annum, payable in advance. 

Also Agent for 

Tlie Sabbatli Sehool Visiter, published by 

the (Massachusetts Sabbath School Society. Edited by 
Rev. Asa Bullard, Boston. 50 cents. ^ 

Also Agent for 

Tbe Missionarjr Herald. Published for the 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
MonthljT. $1 50 a year. 

Also Publisher of 

The NaTal Magazine. Edited by the Rev. C. S. 
Stewart, M. A. of the U. S. Navy. t3 00 a year, payable, 
in advance. 

J. S. T. has also a large and choice selection of Mis- 
cellaneoii^s works, suitable for Sunday School Libraries; 
together with Theological, Classical, Moral, and Religious 
Books, Stationary, &c. all of which he will sell/ at the low- 
est prices. 

A constant supply of the PublieatioTU of the Massackn* * 
stits Sabbath School Society^ the American Sunday School 



, Vmtm, tmd of the Protestant Ejnseopal S^uutof School 
Unioni at the same prices as sold at their respective Depo- 
sitories, 

N. B. Orders from the country will be imniediately. 
attended to, and books forwarded according to directions. 
Should the selection of books for Sunday Schools be left 
with J^S. T., and he should forward any which should not 
suit the purchaser! they'-may be returned, and the money 
will be refunded, or other books given in exchange. Those 
wishing to purchase, ar6 inrited to call and examine his 
stock. 
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